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Devon safeguarding team:



www.devoneducationservices.co.uk Copyright © Devon County Council 2022. All rights reserved.



Copyright © Devon County Council 2022. All rights reserved.www.devoneducationservices.co.uk

Key learning:

By the end of this session participants will have had a chance
to....

› Understand the risks and some ways in which 
these can be managed

› Understand the benefits of technology including 
as support for Mental Health and wellbeing

› Know where to go to find practical support 

› Consider how to support your child navigate 

their ‘virtual world’  
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Key messages:

This session is going to…..

› Remind you and your child(ren) of the risks when 
online or using technology

› Empower you with some current data and 
research and debate!

› Provide ideas to support you to better understand 
how to safeguard your child's use of technology

› Start a conversation for you to continue 
at home with you child(ren) and other adults

› Reflect on how you model the use of tech

› Offer reassurance 
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Health warning!

› No intention to offend

› No intention to generate fear or anxiety

› We will all have different values and opinions

› If any content is challenging, has a personal 
connection – seek support

› We are all learning – nobody gets this right all the 
time!

› I’m going to invite you to talk to me too! 
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“Kayleigh’s Love Story” Leicestershire Police
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When did you join?
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Maybe you joined here?!
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Safeguarding training – late 1970’s!
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Social media (SM) – how many can you name?
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How do we measure success on SM?

HOW MANY LIKES YOU 
HAVE

HOW MANY FRIENDS 
YOU HAVE

HOW GOOD YOU LOOK 
IN YOUR PICTURES

This virtual world and virtual life has huge significance, and benefits!
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What messages do our children get?
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Marketing and the media
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On-line games
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On-line games/apps – help for parents

National Online Safety
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On-line games
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On-line games
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Online: Areas of Risk

Content

Contact

Conduct

Commerce

•being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful 
content, for example: pornography, fake news, racism, 
misogyny, self-harm, suicide, anti-Semitism, radicalisation, 
and extremism. 

•being subjected to harmful online interaction with other 
users; for example: peer to peer pressure, commercial 
advertising and adults posing as children or young adults 
with the intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, 
criminal, financial or other purposes. 

•risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, 
phishing and or financial scams.

What are the 'risk alarms' for each of these?
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Are we exempt?

“What behaviours do we ‘model’ for 
our children?”
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What are the risks - Grooming?

Exploitation that could include:

1.County Lines (including gang involvement 

and criminal activity)

2.Radicalisation – access to extremist 

views/opinions

3.Child-on-child including that of a 

sexualised nature

4.Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)
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Extreme Right Wing and Far Right Symbology
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Secondary age data

Devon County Council's Public Health Team survey - 2021
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Primary school research (autumn 2022) 7-11 
year olds (236 children)

• 49% of children said that they access the internet while they are 
in their own bedroom.  

• 20% of children are spending over 10 hours a week online. 
65% of children use the internet to play online games.  

• 11% of children say that they access the internet for social 
media despite being primary school age.  

• 23% of children said that they ignored something that had 
worried them that they had seen online and not told anyone.  

• 33% of children have spoken to someone they do not know 
while they have been online. 52% of these interactions occurred 
whilst playing an online game.  
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Primary school research (autumn 2022)

• 23% of children say that they are never asked what they do 
when they are online.

• A further 24% say that they are rarely asked.

• 8% say that they do not have a safe search filter on their 
internet. 

• 85% do not know if they have a safe search filter.

• 16% of children admit to trying to look up something on the 
internet that they know they shouldn’t.

• 39% of these children said that they found what they searched 
for on the internet.

• 36% of children say they have watched a live stream on the 
internet.

• 43% of the children say that they have their own mobile phone.
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Sharing indecent (sexual) images - sexting
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Support
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Support – for your child and you 
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Have you got your ‘seat belts’ on your devices?
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Chat Codes

LH6
CD9

ASL

LMIRL

CU46

WTTP

GNOC
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What do we mean by harmful content?

› Extremist views including terrorism

› Self-harm and suicide ideation apps and 
websites

› On-line bullying

› Discrimination including racist, homophobic 
and misogynistic behaviours (INCEL)

› Acts of violence including sexual violence

› Pornography

› Age-inappropriate games

› Gambling

Where and when do children come into 
contact with this?
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Next steps:

Reflect

Review

Update

Share

• Get in the game – update 

your knowledge of what 

your child is doing

• Show an interest, ask 

questions from a point of 

interest, not fear

• Add the safety measures 

– put on the seatbelts

• Talk, talk and talk some 

more – start a 

conversation!
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