
 
 

This weekend was unusual, schools were in the headlines. It was reported that a 
significant number of parents (27%) do not feel it is important that their child attends 
school every day. 

That’s not true here. One of the best moments for me last week was to see that 
attendance is improving quite significantly here, from a comparatively strong base. 
Another pleasing situation is the very good attendance of Year 11 and the great 
approach Year 11 are taking in the run up to the GCSE exams. Year 11 are doing so well 
partly because they have high levels of attendance. Year 11 are ambitious and are 
likely to get another set of great results. 

We also see regular headlines about the impact of Covid. As a school, we have taken 
an approach that to focus on the past and the legacy of Covid is neither healthy, 
positive nor useful. We see that the legacy of Covid presents us with a challenge which 
offers the opportunity to respond by leaving that behind us. 

I look forward to speaking to pupils this week about the opportunity presented to us in 
2024. 

Happy New Year to you and thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Johnson, Executive Headteacher 

Optime 
 Monday 8th January 2024 

RECEPTION: 01769 580215 PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120 EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Optime contributions? Please email: marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 

So far this year…  
Books read: 13,238 
Words read: 422,673,654 

Diary dates... 
JANUARY 

Mon 8 - Fri 12: Scholar Assemblies 

Sun 14: Ten Tors 25 mile challenge 
Walk 4 

Sat 27 - Sun 28: Ten Tors Camp 1 
Year 10  

FEBRUARY 

Sun 4: Ten Tors 25 mile challenge 
Walk 5 

Mon 5 - Fri 9: Year 7 Assessment 
Week 

Tues 6: Year 11 Mock Results 

Thurs 8: Year 11 Parents Evening 

Mon 12 - Fri 16: Half Term 

Thurs 22: Year 9 Parents Evening 

Mon 26: Year 7-10 Sports Team 
Photos 

Mon 26 - Thurs 29: Scholar 
Assemblies 

MARCH 

Sat 2 - Sun 3: Ten Tors Camp 2 

Mon 4—Fri 8: Year 8 Assessment 
Week 

Mon 11 - Wed 13: Year 11 Core 
Mocks 

Fri 22: Year 10 Geography Trip to 
Bristol 

Sat 23 - Sun 24: Ten Tors Camp 3 

 

More dates and information can be 
found on our website calendar here. 

mailto:marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=17&viewid=8


 

Ten Tors - Third Training Walk  
 

On Sunday 7th January the Year 10 Ten Tors group took part in their third training walk on Dartmoor. After the first two walks had 

provided the group with a ‘good’ opportunity to test both their resilience and their wet weather gear, on this walk we finally had some 

dry weather and great views! 

 

Thanks must go to all parents for 

negotiating icy roads to get to Belstone 

for 8am, but the frosty start made for 

beautiful weather conditions on the 

moor, as the cover photo on this week’s 

Optime  illustrates so beautifully. After 

having had to work hard navigating in 

poor visibility on the last walk in 

particular, it made for a refreshing change 

to be able to enjoy stunning views across 

the whole of Dartmoor and beyond. It is 

also really helpful training in these 

conditions as it allows the walkers to 

become familiar with the physical 

geography of the moor, the routes 

between key tors, and what each tor 

actually looks like up close and from a 

distance. When under pressure later on in 

training when being remotely supervised, 

the familiarity developed early in training 

of different parts of the moor really helps. 

The group performed really strongly, 

setting an excellent pace throughout the 

day, covering a distance just short of 14 

miles in eight hours, all while carrying 

pretty full rucksacks. This gradual increase 

in the demands will also serve them well 

throughout the training programme. 

Huge thanks as ever must go to our 

fantastic team of staff and volunteers, 

whose willingness to give up their time to 

serve our pupils allow these events to 

happen. The team this weekend were: 

Lenka Baker, Diccon Haynes, Susan Kivell, 

Inge Kroon, Jenny Percival and Parris Pocock. Thanks also to our friends at the Met Office, who were kind enough to provide us with 

weather allowing me to arrive home with dry feet….! We now look forward to our next training event which will be our first overnight 

expedition on Saturday 27th- Sunday 28th January.  

 
Mr Foster 
Outdoor Education Coordinator 



Football Season Review 
22 fixtures, 10 wins, 3 draws and 9 defeats are the figures from 

this year’s boy’s football season. From the first game on the 3rd 

October through to the last on 29th November every team has 

fulfilled their fixtures, every Year 7 and 8 squad member has 

enjoyed the experience of a competitive match-day and 

hopefully everyone has thoroughly enjoyed representing their 

school and playing the ‘beautiful game’. 

Year 7 players always have a baptism of fire, taking on schools 

and colleges triple their number, but they successfully scored in 

every game, narrowly missing out on a famous win against 

Bideford, succumbing to a last-minute equaliser. Their captain 

Rory Hiscock led by 

example by willingly 

playing out of position 

all season, but it was 

both the team 

goalkeepers that stole 

the headlines, Isaac 

Heal and Oli Upright 

both had fantastic 

seasons making 

countless outstanding 

saves. 

Year 8s, led by their captain Hayden Richardson, enjoyed a 

fantastic win against Bideford, Oscar Koukoudakis making a fine 

penalty save, before 

losing their remaining 

two fixtures to Park and 

GTS. There is plenty 

more to come from this 

squad and slowly they 

are beginning to realise 

and believe in 

themselves. 

The Year 9s, captained 

by Harry Shere, made 

their way through to a 

North Devon Cup semi-final, losing narrowly to Pilton. 

Considering we had to play this fixture on a 9 aside astro pitch 

due to the weather conditions the boys were adamant the 

result would have been reversed if they had played on grass 

with their full 11 aside squad! 10 goals were scored throughout 

the season by 5 different goal scorers, Lucas Verrier coming out 

on top of the pile after an excellent hat trick against GTS. 

The Year 10s are a very strong squad of footballers, led superbly 

by Harrison Jordan. Unfortunately, they have to face one of the 

strongest Park School sides in many a year. To their credit they 

never gave up against them and were very unlucky not to score. 

They also lost by a very small margin to Bideford, before 

enjoying a goal fest against GTS, Oliver Webber finishing the 

season as the top scorer. The boys were also entered into the 

National ESFA schools cup, falling at the second round to a very 

strong Tiverton High School team. 

The Year 11s completed their school football careers with an 

impressive unbeaten run to another North Devon Cup Final. 

They made the final in Year 7, lost out to Covid during both Year 

8 and 9 and lost in the semi-final last season with both their 

defeats coming against Braunton. This year gave them one more 

chance to face their nemesis – Braunton, although 

disappointingly the game ended in defeat, despite the boys 

giving their all and being a closely matched team that are one of 

the best in the county. Led by their captain Scott Hartrey the 

boys continued to enjoy their football, with their goal machine 

Elis Aldrich finishing the season with 5 goals. Special mention 

must also go to Zack Jones who was player of the match for the 

cup-final and has improved beyond recognition over the past 

five years. 

Thank you to all the parents for supporting this season’s 

ventures, to the boys for training every week and representing 

the school with passion and conviction, and to the pupils that 

have helped me with coaching and delivering training sessions. 

Football will continue for the Year 7s on a Monday lunchtime, 

but the baton will now be passed onto the girls and their season 

as they look to maintain Chulmleigh’s place firmly on the North 

Devon footballing map.  

Mr Harrison  

Teacher of PE 





College Calendar: Please click here for access to 
the College Events Calendar. 
 

Term Dates: Please 
click here for this year’s term 
dates. The school ‘week’ is 
shown in the coloured box at the 
top. 

Preloved Uniform 
If your child has outgrown their uniform, we would be very 
grateful for any blazers, jumpers, trousers, skirts, rugby tops, 
polo shirts etc.  Please drop them in to Reception.  
 
If you would like to buy any preloved uniform, please use this 
form to request it. Thank 
you! 

Shop & Give for the PTA 
 

Shop &Give lets you raise free donations 
for Chulmleigh College PTA every time 
you shop online. Register to support 
Chulmleigh College PTA and help us raise 
as much as possible. 

Name Labels on  
PE Kit 

Please ensure that you name all items of school uniform, 
particularly PE kit. The PE Dept already has   a vast amount of 
brand-new polo shirts and house rugby tops unclaimed, with 
no names in.  
If buying from Woven Labels UK 
please use the code CHULMLEIGH 
at checkout, and our PFTA will 
receive 30% commission! 

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=17&viewid=8
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/_site/data/files/users/documents/cat%20documents/D8EAF200FDDD53114F2B5408606A70F4.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DHCotwBNRkG-B9gYPs9jllbvAPMjtG9JgGWjcjaIJlZUNTJJQ1dLWk5WUEcxMjE1NUZZTENQOVJaQS4u
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/chulmleigh-college-pta
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/chulmleigh-college-pta
https://www.wovenlabelsuk.com/


 












