
Page 1

OPTIME

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher

Well done to all the pupils who took part in various activities this week.

It's been fantastic to see so many of you contributing to college life, as reflected in this edition.

We are all looking forward to hearing from the Year 7 pupils who have visited Oxford University today,
and I am especially excited to see our pupils who are taking part in the Ten Tors event cross the finish
line on Dartmoor this Sunday.

Dear Parents and Carers

 9 May 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                          PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                       EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Good Luck to our Ten Tors Teams!



Art

Year 8 pupils have been looking at symmetry, pattern,
repetition and design, using beetles, bugs and insects as
their starting point. They have looked at the French artist
and entomologist Eugene Seguy as inspiration. Here are
some of their beautiful artist studies. Pupils composed
their own individual composition, and decided what they
would put into their page designs, gradually working
throughout the term to become more independent artists. 

The pupil work you see here is from: Jack Luxton, Zennor
Harris, George Liebenburg-White, Sienna French, Ben
Nicholson, Ellie Hearson-Burnell, Jack Andrew and Isla  
Leach. It’s been so exciting receiving sketchbooks with
homework in them where pupils have poured all their
creativity into their work and tried their absolute best:
well done to all these pupils for using their knowledge and
skills within drawing, use of colour, composition and being
generally very inventive!

Miss Wilson, Teacher of Art and Design Technology



Drama

Year 7 Drama

Year 7s have been working on the epic poem Beowulf in Drama and pupils have designed Dragon
puppets in the style of Warhorse or Lion King puppets. There were some clever and creative
designs and here are two of them. Well done Jess and Yeva.

Sara Feasey, Head of Expressive Arts



Fresh Start
I jump for joy as I finally leave that god-awful place, finally able to relax after so long. I take out my
phone and call my mum.

"Mum? Hey, I need a place to stay. That ok?" I relax when I hear her voice again.

 "Yeah, of course. Why do you need a place to stay?" I can hear the concern, the motherly
undertones in her voice. I managed to keep calm, and they kept me anonymous, so she doesn't
know...

 "I'm moving out. Need a place to stay while I get back on my feet." Not technically a lie. I can't face
moving back in with Dad. Not after...

 "Oh Jim, what happened? Did you and your father fall out? You know I can talk to him if you need me
to. I know we're divorced but that doesn't mean that we're suddenly strangers, I just couldn't trust
him after his affair."

 "Yes, mum, I know, I just don't want to live with him anymore, but I need a place to stay until I can at
least afford to move into a hotel for a bit, so can I stay with you or not? Please, mum!" I try not to
show just how desperate I am. If I can't live with Dad, I've got to go homeless, because there’s no way
I’m going back to that man.”

 "Yeah, yeah don't worry, I'm not going to turn you away. How long will you be?" She sounds gentle
again, and I look around.

 "Maybe half an hour? Depends how fast I walk." I hear a gasp from the other end of the phone.

 "You're walking? No. No way am I letting you walk. Where are you? Your dad's house? I'll come and
get you." Oh no.

 "Really, Mum; it's fine, I'll walk to yours ard we'll pretend this never happened, right?" I really, really
hope so.

 "What happened? Jim, tell me." She has that motherly sound of if-anyone-hurt-my-child they-will-
become-one-of-the-world's-greatest-unsolved-mysteries, and I honestly don't want to tell her. Not
only because I'm concerned for the population of this hemisphere, but also because I don't really
want to face her wrath, and I don't know if I will or not if I tell her. I take a deep breath.

 "So. Dad framed me for theft and I was arrested and almost sentenced." I say it all in a rush, spilling
out the words as though that'll make her less likely to be angry.

Creative Writing Challenge
This week, we’re shining a spotlight on one of the three runners-up from Half Term 4’s Creative
Writing Challenge: Betsy Lil and her story ‘Fresh Start’.

This is the opening of an intriguing story. I wonder if the dad is not the villain we think, but that there
are complex reasons for his apparantly dastardly actions... Do I trust the narrator?

This  half term’s theme is ‘Shedding my skin, casting off, becoming....’ and we can’t wait to see your
entries!

Mr P Garrett, Teacher of English



Fresh Start 

"Your father did what?" She
sounds... dangerous. "He's not
getting away with that, not now,
not ever. Why did he do that?"

 “I- I don't know. I was just
arrested, and then I overheard
them saying how I 'must be
growing into the crimes of my
namesake', and then they're
telling me what I'm accused of,
and then - I'm not sure how -
something proves my innocence
and I'm let go. Can I please stay
with you, mum?" I'm being
completely honest. It's all a bit of
a blur, and despite the fact that I
was only in there for a day or so,
and I only just got out, I can
barely remember anything that
happened. All I know is that it was
one of the worst experiences of
my life.”

 "Of course, I'll come and pick you
up. And don't you dare argue with
me on that." I smile, nodding
despite the fact that she can't see
me, as it's a phone call.

"Yeah," I say, "yeah, ok."

 About five minutes later her car
pulls up in front of where I've set
myself, trembling, down on the
curb. She helps me into the car,
and I stare out of the window at
the receding police station.
Huh, I think bitterly, here's to new
beginnings.

Perhaps that's all I ever needed.
To get away from dad. A fresh
start

Betsy Lill, Year 10 pupil





Art



Diary dates...
May

Fri 9 - Sun 11 May: 
Ten Tors Event
Mon 12 May:
PTFA Meeting 
Tues 13 May:
Years 9 & 10 Rounders League
Weds 14 May:
Years 7 - 10 N Devon Athletics Champs.
Thurs 15 May:
Year 8 Parents Evening
Tues 20 May: 
Rounders Year 9 Tournament
Thurs 22 May:
Year 10 Awards Evening
Fri  23 May: 
Year 10 Animal Care Assessment
Mon 26 - Fri 30 May:
Half Term
Mon 26 - Sat 31 May:
French Exchange
Weds 28 - Sat 31 May: 
Ypres Trip

June

Mon 2 - Fri 6 June: 
Year 10 Spoken Language Endorsement
Weds 4 June: 
Tempest Whole School Photo
Year 10 Food Prep Mock
Years 7-10 Athletics League Round 2
Thurs 5 June:
Year 7 Awards Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 June:
Half Gold Scholar Award Assemblies

Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising
funds throughout the year. This
is done in various ways from
cake stalls to preloved uniform
sales. If you would like to get
involved we would love to hear
from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart (red);
Mole (green); Taw (blue); and
Yeo (purple). Each tie is available
to purchase via MyEd for £6,
your child can collect their new
tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You can
contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Please come along to our next
PTFA meeting:
Monday 12 May at 6pm, Lower
Dartridge

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74


Accelerated Reader



Can you find a five-digit number which has no zeros, and no digit repeated,
where:

The first digit is a prime number.
The second digit is the fifth digit minus the first digit.

The third digit is twice the first digit.
The fourth digit is three more than the third digit.

The fifth digit is the difference between the first digit and the fourth digit.

Where everybody counts

Chulmleigh Maths

Chulmleigh Maths

All entries need to be emailed to mathsPOW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk  by Sunday evening or placed in the red box in
M5 by the start of school on Monday mornings.

Correct entries will get a positive point, a sweet and entry in to the prize draw. 
Prize draw winners will get a bigger prize!

mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Chulmleigh Maths



Extra Curricular
Chulmleigh & Mid Devon Cricket Club

Congratulations to Year 9 pupil, Harry Elston, who
was nominated ‘Man of the Match’ whilst representing
Chulmleigh & Mid Devon Cricket Club against the
Cavendish Cavaliers.

Here is an extract from the match report:

“Young Harry Elston, promoted from the Juniors after
a hugely impressive series of winter nets, was then
thrown the ball. A 14-year-old leg spinner is not
something you see every day. He has a maturity well
beyond his years and with his Dad playing alongside
him he felt comfortable and confident, and we just
told him to enjoy it and hold nothing back. What then
transpired was incredible. Bowling a bit too flat and
quick initially, he then slowed it down and gave the
ball more air and a chance to bite and turn. And oh
boy did it. It was turning a foot and a half, and the rest
was history. 4.4 overs, 3 for 17. It was decided later in
the Old Court House that Harry was this week’s Man
of the Match. Huge congratulations, Harry. No doubt
the first of many.”

Bristol 10K

On Sunday 11 May Sophie Casavieille-Lacaze will be
running the Bristol 10K in aid of Cancer Research UK.
We would like to wish her the best of luck!

If you would like to donate to please follow this link:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/bristolrun

https://www.justgiving.com/page/bristolrun


Lost Property





6  December 2024

CAT Calendars



Book of the Week: 
Catcher in the Rye by J D Salinger
Witty, wise and bittersweet, The Catcher in the Rye is the
ultimate American coming-of-age novel - a timeless classic.
It's Christmas and Holden Caulfield has just been expelled
from yet another school. Fleeing the crooks at Pencey Prep,
he pinballs around New York City seeking solace in fleeting
encounters - shooting the bull with strangers in dive hotels,
wandering alone round Central Park, getting beaten up by
pimps and cut down by erstwhile girlfriends.
The city is beautiful and terrible, in all its neon loneliness and
seedy glamour, its mingled sense of possibility and
emptiness. Holden passes through it like a ghost, thinking
always of his kid sister Phoebe, the only person who really
understands him, and his determination to escape the
phonies and find a life of true meaning.
The Catcher in the Rye is an all-time classic coming-of-age
story: an elegy to teenage alienation, capturing the deeply
human need for connection and the bewildering sense of
loss as we leave childhood behind.








