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OPTIME

There is so much going on in the College and that is clear from this week’s edition of Optime.

We were pleased to get a call from The Times at the end of last week to ask us why our results are so
exceptional. Some schools in rural and coastal areas struggle to get good exam results. On the other
hand, we noticed Ilfracombe’s brilliant results last year and paid a visit in order to take and apply some
of their good ideas. 

It is true that we have been asked to do increasingly elaborate things by other authorities, but we have
not been diverted from our work. We have not allowed ourselves to be distracted from the fact that
the best thing a school can do is provide a great education and great results for its pupils. 

Qualifications do open doors and have a significant impact upon what happens when a child leaves
school. We have never forgotten that. 

Schools can get great results and offer great opportunities for personal development. I hope you see
that at Chulmleigh.

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers
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Year 8 Ypres Trip



The Times
We were pleased to be
singled out by The Times this
week for our results and the
impact we have on all pupils
from every background.



For The Love Of Books

Pupils Visit The Bookery, Crediton
Q: How quickly can ten pupils spend £600 on
books? A: Very. 

What a joy it was to take a contingent of
Creditonite-Chulmleighites down to The Bookery
and select £600 worth of books for the library!
The money was generously gifted to us from the
Siobhan Dowd Trust, and The Bookery selected
our school specially to receive that funding. All
those new books expand the supply in our library
here. 

Each of our pupils also received a free, brand new
book of their choice. It was just great to see their
enthusiasm. They were a credit(on) to the school,
and finished the trip with an ice cream. 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English



French Exchange

During May half-term, 24 of our pupils took part
in an unforgettable exchange trip to Mer, in
France, spending five nights with their French
penfriends.

Unlike a typical school trip, an exchange
demands resilience, independence, and a
willingness to step outside of one’s comfort
zone. Staying with a family you have just met
and adapting to a new daily routine is not easy —
but our pupils embraced the challenge. I am
incredibly proud of how well they represented
our school and themselves.

One of the highlights of the trip was a day at
Futuroscope, a science-themed amusement park
where we explored a variety of attractions and
enjoyed spending time with the 10 pupils from
Collège Notre-Dame Saint Joseph.

The next morning offered a true insight into
French school life, as pupils attended Maths and
English lessons alongside their penfriends. It was
an opportunity to experience the French
education system first-hand—beyond textbooks
and PowerPoint slides.

That afternoon, we visited the town of Blois,
where pupils took part in a treasure hunt
through its picturesque streets. Dr McMahon
and I were particularly taken by the stunning
rose gardens!

French Exchange Trip: A Memorable Experience in Mer

Evenings were spent with host families, giving
pupils the chance to practise their French, enjoy
local cuisine, play games, and have
conversations with the families.

With Thursday and Friday being public holidays
in France, many pupils had the chance to
explore further afield visiting the Château de
Chambord, the city of Orléans, and a lucky few
even spent a day in Paris.

We returned on Saturday with unforgettable
memories, strengthened friendships, and a real
sense of cultural enrichment.

A heartfelt thank you to Dr McMahon for her
support, and to the families who so warmly
welcomed the French pupils during their visit
here in March.

Hopefully, these connections will blossom into
lifelong friendships!

Mrs Johnson, Head of Modern Foreign
Languages



French Exchange Trip: A Memorable Experience in Mer

French Exchange

Spending a week immersed in French culture not as a tourist
but as a member of a French family was an experience like no
other. We got to practise our French every day from ordering
croissants at the boulangerie to chatting with our host siblings
about our favourite music and sport. The trip wasn’t just about
improving our French, it was about our personal growth. It was
about stepping outside our comfort zones, embracing new
experiences and gaining a broader perspective on the world.
We learnt to navigate a new environment, communicate with
people from a different culture and appreciate the diversity of
the world. 

I think the most beneficial days for us all were the two days we
spent alone with the families. We were each embraced as a
member of their own and came back with unique experiences
to share. During the first full day as a group, we went to the
Futuroscope, a new adventure for many of us who had never
encountered a place like this. The next day we all participated
in a typical French school day, learning each topic as they were
and communicating with the pupils. In the afternoon, we visited
Blois, a small but beautiful town in which we did a treasure hunt
with the French pupils. 

This trip was an unforgettable experience and we are so
grateful for the opportunity. 

Olivia Perry, Year 10 pupil



Ypres Trip

Year 8 Trip to Ypres
On 28 May, 67 Year 8 pupils  
(including myself) went to
Belgium. On the first day we
travelled. It took a while to get to
the hostel but when we got there
half of us went bowling (which
was great fun) and the other half
checked in to their rooms with a
bit of free time to explore
Oostende before dinner. 

The next day we saw a lot of war
memorials for the fallen in battle
before going to a chocolate shop
where we given a great deal! The
next day we went to a theme park
for the day. There was so much
to do that the day just flew by.
On the last day we went to a
chocolate factory and made our
own chocolate before travelling
back home. 

Our trip to Belgium was really  
enjoyable! If you have the
chance to go on a school trip,
especially to a new country, I
would thoroughly recommend it.

Sean Symons, Year 8 pupil



Ypres Trip

Year 8 Trip to Ypres
During the May half term some of
Year 8 got the chance to go to
Ypres in Belgium. On the first day
we got up at 2am and travelled
for most of the day. When we
arrived at our hostel we went
bowling in a local bowling alley.
The next day we went to a series
of museums and cemeteries
outside of Ypres where we got to
experience what it was like in the
trenches and see some famous
cemeteries, such as Tyne Cot
cemetery. We also went to In
Flanders Field Museum in Ypres,
followed by a visit to a chocolate
shop! For dinner that night we
ate at a local restaurant and then
watched the Last Post Ceremony
which was very moving. 

On day 3 we spent most of the
day at Bellewaerde Theme Park
which had some scary and wet
rides!! On the final day we
travelled for a bit and then
stopped at another chocolate
factory where we made our own
chocolate pizzas and spent a
fortune on more chocolate! We
continued our journey into
France and managed to catch the
earlier ferry from Calais to Dover. 

Although we all had a great time
it was nice to be back on English
soil! 

Dee Friggens, Year 8 pupil



Art

Blue Campaign

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 have spent their lunchtimes painting 12 blue hearts in support of the
Blue Campaign, which encourages people to rewild their gardens across Britain. Here is a
small selection of the blue hearts the pupils painted.

These blue hearts will go into people’s gardens, grass verges, maybe even in school, to
remind and encourage people not to cut their lawns too often! Butterflies, bees, insects
and birds need our wild flowers and weeds to thrive. 

Help us to help them by: not cutting your lawn, leave a space for wild flowers and weeds to
grow, and avoid using sprays to kill weeds. Our lawns, hedges and gardens are havens for
our insects, which in turn support birds and other animals. If you see a blue heart in
someone’s garden, you know they care about keeping our wildlife healthy!    Find   out   
more   about   this campaign at:  https://bluecampaignhub.com/

Well done to Holly, Archie, Maisie, Lexi, Lilly, Polly, Sophie, Amelia, Rosie and Jayden for
their help. Thank you!

Ms Wilson, Teacher of Art & DT

https://bluecampaignhub.com/


Extra Curricular

Gliding Pilot Wings
Congratulations to Freddie Purkiss, Year 11, who made his
first solo flight last Sunday and was awarded his wings via
Dartmoor Gliding Society.

‘I am a corporal in Royal Air Force cadets, but only had one
opportunity to go flying so I started to attend Dartmoor
Gliding Society where I have been taking lessons. I had my
first solo flight on Sunday and was awarded my wings. It
was amazing. I hope to go into the forces and use my pilot
skills I have gained.’

Freddie Purkiss, Year 11 pupil



Nearly New
School Shoes

 Do you have any?
 

Chulmleigh College would
really appreciate donations of

nearly new girls and boys
school shoes.

Donations can be left in
reception—thank you!

 



Diary dates...
June
Sat 14 - Sun 15 June
Year 9 Bronze DofE Practical Expedition
Mon 16 June
SEN Parents Forum
Tues 17 June
Sports Presentation Evening
Year 5 Taster Day (Non-Trust Schools)
Weds 18 June
Years 7-10 Athletics League Final
Thurs 19 June - Fri 4 July
Year 10 Mocks
Thurs 19 June
Author Visit - Joffre White
Year 11 Ball
Fri 20 June
Immunisations (Mop-up Session)
Mon 23 - Fri 4 July
Year 10 Mocks
Weds 25 June
Contingency GCSE day
Thurs 26 June
Year 9 Transition to KS4 Evening
Sat 28-Sun 29 June
Bronze DofE Qualifying Expedition

July

Tues 1 July
Year 10 Visit to Petroc College
Weds 2 July
Year 10 Visit to Exeter College
Summer Concert
Thurs 3 July
Year 8 Awards Evening
Tues 8 July
Year 6 Transition Day

Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising
funds throughout the year. This
is done in various ways from
cake stalls to preloved uniform
sales. If you would like to get
involved we would love to hear
from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart (red);
Mole (green); Taw (blue); and
Yeo (purple). Each tie is available
to purchase via MyEd for £6,
your child can collect their new
tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You can
contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74


Accelerated Reader



Where everybody counts

Chulmleigh Maths

Chulmleigh Maths

All entries need to be emailed to mathsPOW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk  by Sunday evening or placed in the red box in
M5 by the start of school on Monday mornings.

Correct entries will get a positive point, a sweet and entry in to the prize draw. 
Prize draw winners will get a bigger prize!

Each letter in the grid represents a different number.

Some of the row or column sums are shown.

Work out which number each of the letters represents, then
work out the sum of the top row.

mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Chulmleigh Maths



Chulmleigh Maths



Lunch Time Activities
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Book of the Week: Happy Head
by Josh Silver
A radical retreat designed to fix the epidemic of
teenage unhappiness turns sinister in Josh Silver’s
dark and electrifying YA debut.

We are in an epidemic. An epidemic of unhappiness.

Friends, here is the good news: Happy Head has the
answer.

When Seb is offered a place on a radical retreat
designed to solve the national crisis of teenage
unhappiness, he is determined to change how
people see him and make his parents proud. But as
he finds himself drawn to the enigmatic Finn, Seb
starts to question the true nature of the challenges
they must undergo. The deeper into the programme
the boys get, the more disturbing the assessments
become, until it's clear there may be no escape.



We are currently working on a program of drop in and virtual events aimed at parents, carers,
schools, partners, professionals, and communities to attend and learn more about Children and
Family health Devon’s (CFHD) pathways of care around specialist services for physical and mental
health for children and young people across Devon and Torbay. The next drop in event will be
held on the 27 June at South Devon College, ​CHCP (Centre for Health Care Professions). Please
find below further details: 

Date: 27 June 2025
Time: 10am-2pm (Drop in event)
Where: South Devon College, ​CHCP (Centre for Health Care Professions) The Annexe, Newton
Road, Torquay, TQ2 7BA

These events are an opportunity for you to:

Ask questions and share feedback
Learn about our pathways of care and discover how CFHD works
Meet our teams

Teams from the following pathways will be on hand during this drop in event to answer any
questions you might have:

Community Children’s Nursing
Early child development
Eating disorders
Physical and sensory
Specialist Learning Disability
The Mental Health Support Team in Schools (MHST)
Addressing Adverse Childhood Experiences
Speech Language and Communication
Neurodiversity 

Please note (parking): There is a small Pay and Display car park on the site, this is a first come
basis. Alternatively there is parking ( Torbay Council, Pay and display) on the main road near the
Wighton Pub, about 10 mins walk away

For more information and updates to this event, please visit our website: CFHD outreach event:
June - Children and Family Health Devon. You can also find updates regarding these events on
our social media channels using Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn. 

Children & Family Health Devon
One Capital Court, Bittern Road, Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter, EX2 7FW
www.childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk 

https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/cfhd-outreach-event-june/
https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/cfhd-outreach-event-june/
http://www.childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/







