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OPTIME

We try to make every second count at Chulmleigh. Great schools always have purpose, pace and momentum.
Chulmleigh seems to be running on atomic power now. I think we get a lot of advantage out of this approach. We
do not ‘wind down’, we have a long summer holiday for that.

This week has been overwhelmingly positive and strong.

Year 11 had their last day celebrations in school on Monday and had a wonderful Prom last night.

More will follow about that in the next edition, but I wanted to thank everyone involved in the planning and
preparation. Thank you to Country Ways, High Bickington and Jonesey’s of Winkleigh for providing a first rate
venue and wonderful, extremely well put together fresh food that was so good it tasted home cooked.

Well done to the pupils and thanks to colleagues who helped raise almost £2,500 towards the prom, helping us to
get into a position where only 5 pupils did not attend.

Thank you also to the PE colleagues for a first rate Sports Presentation evening on Tuesday evening. It was moving
to see pupils showing genuine gratefulness to staff at the College.

Thank you to colleagues who made the Year 5 Open days work so well, with over 150 children attending and
enjoying a sample of life at Chulmleigh.

Finally, thank you to parents for your support, kindness and the positive comments.

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher
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Year 11 Ball



On Saturday 14 June 22 Bronze DofE participants
gathered in Belstone for their expedition training
camp on Dartmoor. The weather, as always on
Dartmoor, was beautiful! Kit was checked,
adjustments were made, maps and routecards
were examined, goodbyes were said, and then we
were off into the beautiful June sunshine.

The weather forecasters made some vague
suggestions about sunshine and showers, and they
were not wrong! About 45 minutes into the walk
the sky suddenly looked decidedly black – the
heavens opened not long afterwards. This was a
proper baptism of fire (or heavy rain!) with pretty
much everyone very wet after not very long.

To their credit, the group handled this very well.
Thankfully the sun came out to help everyone dry
off nicely….before it rained again. This pattern
repeated itself seemingly ad infinitum until about
4pm when finally it stopped.

However, enough about the weather! Next
weekend it will be different of course, when we will
be hoping for clear skies, cool and light breezes,
warm temperatures and no rain. This is what we
usually experience in Devon in June anyway….
The group were excellent, as Chulmleigh pupils in
the outdoors always are. Not to say we always find
it easy, but there was good humour, resilience,
plenty of laughter, and a sense that this is actually
really important stuff. I am confident that the
group are now very well prepared for the
challenges that lie ahead next weekend, and that
the distances walked and heights climbed on
Dartmoor will help the group to feel confident
about performing strongly on the coast path next
week.

Huge thanks as always go to the staff and
volunteer team who made all of this possible: Mr
Covington, Ms Kroon, Mr Tyledesley, Ms Wilson,
Jenny Percival, Simon Lassam and Andrew
Webber.

Mr Foster, Teacher of Physical Education &
Outdoor Education Coordinator

DofE



For The Love Of Books

Author Joffre White Visits Year 7
& 8
If you could bottle Joffre White’s enthusiasm
and creativity, it would make for a thriving
trade. As it is, Joffre instead pours that power
into his books, many of which our pupils
purchased and had signed on the day. 

On Thursday, Joffre treated all of Year 8 to a
blistering and inspiring talk, and then a follow
up creative writing workshop. To learn about
his personal reading journey, from reluctant
reader as a teenager to published author as an
adult, was inspiring. 

Another key message from Joffre was that
there is someone here in school who is far
better than a search engine, who can point you
in the right direction for that non-fiction or
fiction book that you need to widen your
reading for pleasure, or give you the knowledge
you need to fulfil your life’s ambitions: that
person is… our Librarian, Nicky! Of course, any
of our library staff fulfil that role too. We’re so
lucky to have a library here because, if the
book isn’t in the room, it can be ordered in and
the next book might well be the one that puts
you on your own path to fulfil your dreams.  

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English



The Class of 2025 – Their Final Day, Monday 16 June

Farewell Year 11

It was with a sense of celebration and
reflection that Chulmleigh College said
farewell to Year 11 on their last full day of
school. Following the last whole-cohort
GCSE examination (Physics Paper 2) the
signal was given that study leave could
begin with our annual leavers’ assembly
and lunch. 

We are very proud of this Year 11 cohort
who have personified everything we have
asked of our pupils at Chulmleigh College.
On their last day, pupils took time to enjoy
words of farewell from staff, photos from
the last five years and the customary
signing of an additional shirt to keep as a
memento. 

The Class of 2025 will be remembered as a
vintage Chulmleigh year and we look
forward to sharing the rewards of five
years of hard work when GCSE Results are
published to pupils on Thursday 21
August.

Mr Payne, Deputy Executive Headteacher



History

I’m Henry the Eighth, I am, I am
Year 7 history pupils have been
exploring the Tudor era. There
are more intrigues and twists
during the reigns of this iconic
family than in your average soap
opera.

Pupils were able to go beyond
the ‘general knowledge’ of
characters such as Henry VIII. For
homework they were asked to
produce a poster that went
beyond those stereotypes. Here
is a selection of that work by
Claire-Louise Halsey, Paul King,
Elphie Solit, Austen Hart, Sophia
Cox, and Grace Edworthy. You
can see a close-up of their work
with some others on display
outside H7. 

Mrs Eaton, Teacher of History



History



Sports Presentation Evening
What an unforgettable evening it was! We celebrated not just the outstanding achievements of our athletes but
the spirit of teamwork, dedication, and perseverance that defines our teams. 

To our award winners, a heartfelt congratulations. Your tireless effort, discipline, and commitment have truly paid
off, and it was an absolute privilege to celebrate your extraordinary accomplishments. However, this evening was
about far more than just those who took home awards. It was a celebration of the collective effort and shared
journey of everyone who contributes to the success of our teams.



Athletics

Devon Athletic Championship
On Saturday 14 June, at Exeter
Arena, Chulmleigh had ten pupils
qualify for the Devon
Championships. Due to clashes
of events, six pupils competed
across the day, representing
North Devon Schools.

Lilia Casavieille-Lacaze (Year 7 -
Minor) in 100m/3rd & 800m/5th
Emilia Woodman (Year 7- Minor)
in Javelin/7th & Shot Put/2nd
Joseph Snell (Year 7 - Minor) in
100m/2nd Ben Humphries (Year7
- Minor)- Javelin/5th Sophie
Casavieille-Lacaze (Year9 -
Junior) in 1500m/5th and
200m/6th.

Joshua Keefe (Year 11 - Inter) in
Javelin/1st. It was a fantastic
display of talent and sheer
determination. The Minors do
not go on any further but Joshua
will now compete next week in
the South West Championships
representing Devon.

Thank you to all the parents that
supported their children; without
them they would not have had
the opportunity. Especially Mr
Casavieille-Lacaze and Mr
Woodman for filling in as
“officials” on Shot Put; the last
event of the day!

Mrs Markham, Head of Physical
Education



Drama Club

Recently the Year 7s put on a performance
of their version of Wicked to staff and
pupils. This performance was a culmination
of many hours spent rehearsing in Drama
Club.

‘We are so proud of our Year 7s. They have
put in so much hard work and shown
tremendous dedication and enthusiasm. We
really feel they have grown as actors and we
are so pleased with how the performance
turned out! 

These year 7's have been a true joy to work
with and their passion for drama really
showed. 

Well done for an incredible performance!’ 
Abi Bushell and Lizzie Dillon, Year 11 Drama
Captains





Alumni
Dr Christina Hunt, Conservation Scientist
Former Chulmleigh College pupil, Dr Christina Hunt, has
kindly taken the time to send us an update about the  
academic journey and career path since she left Chulmleigh
College. We hope her success helps to inspire all those
budding scientists and conservationists amongst you! 

I am currently working as a Conservation Scientist for the
RSPB (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) up in the
highlands of Scotland. I’m working on two different
projects, one is studying habitat use of the rare Slavonian
grebe and the other project is studying the impacts of a
large-scale habitat restoration project called Cairngorms
Connect. My job is really varied, including planning research
projects, doing fieldwork, and writing up my results as
reports and scientific publications. Aside from doing my
research I’ve also given talks to visiting groups, run events
for school pupils and even been filmed for a TV show (BBC
Landward).

My career path has been really varied but always following a
biological theme. After leaving Chulmleigh in 2012 I went to
Exeter College for my A levels, studying biology, chemistry,
maths and further maths. This set me up for a BA Biological
Sciences degree at the University of Oxford. During my
degree I went to Honduras to study invasive lionfish for my
dissertation project and I enjoyed it so much that I ended
up staying at Oxford to do a PhD on lionfish ecology and
behaviour. After my PhD I worked for the RSPB for two
years, mainly doing fieldwork for Cairngorms Connect,
which involved wild camping up in the mountains whilst
surveying moths, birds and plants. I then moved to
Portsmouth University to work as a Senior Research
Associate, using a sea angling competition to study sharks
and rays in the Solent. After that contract I moved back to
the Cairngorms for my current job.

It might sound like a big jump between my marine biology
background and then studying moths and birds, but lots of
the required skills are actually the same. These transferable
skills include things like coordinating fieldwork, working in a
team, data analysis, and communication skills. These are all
skills that I initially developed through my PhD and
fieldwork in Honduras but have continued to develop
throughout my career, regardless of what species or habitat
I am researching.

Dr Christina Hunt



Nearly New
School Shoes

 Do you have any?
 

Chulmleigh College would
really appreciate donations of

nearly new girls and boys
school shoes.

Donations can be left in
reception—thank you!

 



Diary dates...
June

Mon 23 - Fri 4 July
Year 10 Mocks
Weds 25 June
Contingency GCSE day
Thurs 26 June
Year 9 Transition to KS4 Evening
Sat 28-Sun 29 June
Bronze DofE Qualifying Expedition

July

Tues 1 July
Year 10 Visit to Petroc College
Weds 2 July
Year 10 Visit to Exeter College
Summer Concert
Thurs 3 July
Year 8 Awards Evening
Mon 7 - Tues 8 July
Year 10 Textilse Mock Exam
Tues 8 July
Year 6 Transition Day
Weds 9 July
Wellies to School Day
Year 10 Art Mock Exam
Thurs 10 July
Sports Day
Year  9 Awards Evening
Fri 11 
Year 10 Art Mock Exam
Fri 11 - Sun 13 July
Silver DofE Qualifying - Years 10 & 11
Tues 15 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor
Weds 16 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor

Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising
funds throughout the year. This
is done in various ways from
cake stalls to preloved uniform
sales. If you would like to get
involved we would love to hear
from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart (red);
Mole (green); Taw (blue); and
Yeo (purple). Each tie is available
to purchase via MyEd for £6,
your child can collect their new
tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You can
contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74


Accelerated Reader



Literacy

We are calling on all pupils, parents and friends of the College to
nominate our school! Please follow the link below: 

Win £1,000 / €1,000 for your school’s library! | National Book Tokens

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize


Book of the Week: Glasgow Boys 
by Margaret McDonald
Two boys can't remember the last time they had a hug.

Meet Finlay. He's studying for his nursing degree at
Glasgow University, against all the odds. But coming
straight from care means he has no support network.

How can he write essays, find paid work and NOT fall
for the beautiful boy at uni, when he's struggling to
even feed himself?

Meet Banjo. He's trying to settle in with his new foster
family and finish high school. But he can't forget all
that has happened, and his anger and fear keep boiling
over.

How can he hold on to the one good person in his life,
when his outbursts keep threatening his already
uncertain future?

Can Finlay and Banjo let go of the past before it drags
them under?



Chulmleigh Maths

UKMT Challenge
Three Chulmleigh College pupils
successfully qualified for the Junior
Kangaroo round of the UKMT, a fantastic
achievement that highlights their strong
mathematical skills and determination.
By excelling in the earlier stages of the
competition, they have demonstrated
their ability to solve challenging
problems under time pressure, in this
prestigious event.
 

Well done to Year 8 pupils Marshall Lill
and Rory Mitchell who  both achieved
Qualification Certificates.
Congratulations to Year 8 pupil, Amelie
Griffiths, whose exceptional
performance in the UKMT Kangaroo
Challenge has earned her the
prestigious Silver Kangaroo Award, a
remarkable achievement that reflects
both her mathematical ability and
problem-solving skills. Competing
against thousands of pupils from across
the country, she demonstrated
impressive analytical thinking, logical
reasoning, and perseverance in tackling
a range of complex, time-limited
questions. The Silver Award places her
among the top-tier problem solvers,
showcasing her dedication to mastering
mathematical concepts and her
potential for future success in
mathematics competitions. This
achievement not only highlights her
individual talent but also serves as a
testament to the hard work and
commitment she has put into
developing her mathematical aptitude.

Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths



Where everybody counts

Chulmleigh Maths

Chulmleigh Maths

All entries need to be emailed to mathsPOW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk  by Sunday evening or placed in the red box in
M5 by the start of school on Monday mornings.

Correct entries will get a positive point, a sweet and entry in to the prize draw. 
Prize draw winners will get a bigger prize!

Sally spent £28 over 7 days.

Each day she spent 50p more than the previous day.

How much did Sally spend on the first day?

mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Chulmleigh Maths



CAT News

Year 5 Taster Days
This week we welcomed pupils from
a total of thirty one primary
schools, including three Trust
primary schools: Chulmleigh, East
Worlington and Lapford.

Pupils got to try out lessons in
science, design and technology,
food and nutrition and PE. They
were also given a tour of the
College and were assisted
throughout the day by Year 9
pupils.

Thank you to everyone involved for
making the days such a success - it
was great to see how positive and
engaged all these young pupils
were, despite any initial nerves they
may have had!



Lunch Time Activities



6  December 2024

CAT Calendars



We are currently working on a program of drop in and virtual events aimed at parents, carers,
schools, partners, professionals, and communities to attend and learn more about Children and
Family health Devon’s (CFHD) pathways of care around specialist services for physical and mental
health for children and young people across Devon and Torbay. The next drop in event will be
held on the 27 June at South Devon College, ​CHCP (Centre for Health Care Professions). Please
find below further details: 

Date: 27 June 2025
Time: 10am-2pm (Drop in event)
Where: South Devon College, ​CHCP (Centre for Health Care Professions) The Annexe, Newton
Road, Torquay, TQ2 7BA

These events are an opportunity for you to:

Ask questions and share feedback
Learn about our pathways of care and discover how CFHD works
Meet our teams

Teams from the following pathways will be on hand during this drop in event to answer any
questions you might have:

Community Children’s Nursing
Early child development
Eating disorders
Physical and sensory
Specialist Learning Disability
The Mental Health Support Team in Schools (MHST)
Addressing Adverse Childhood Experiences
Speech Language and Communication
Neurodiversity 

Please note (parking): There is a small Pay and Display car park on the site, this is a first come
basis. Alternatively there is parking ( Torbay Council, Pay and display) on the main road near the
Wighton Pub, about 10 mins walk away

For more information and updates to this event, please visit our website: CFHD outreach event:
June - Children and Family Health Devon. You can also find updates regarding these events on
our social media channels using Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn. 

Children & Family Health Devon
One Capital Court, Bittern Road, Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter, EX2 7FW
www.childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk 

https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/cfhd-outreach-event-june/
https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/cfhd-outreach-event-june/
http://www.childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/







