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OPTIME

Another busy week.

The photographs of the Year 11 Ball catch the event well.

We have all been very pleased with the approach taken by Year 10 to their ongoing GCSE mock exams which are
now in full swing. We would all recognise that momentum is more difficult to sustain than it is to build and we’
are delighted to see that Year 10 have plenty of grit and determination to do well. Their trajectory this year has
been impressive.

The same goes for the rest of the school. You will see from this Optime that we have scores of pupils immersing
themselves in the opportunities on offer and working so hard to learn, improve and, as a result, they are thriving.

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

 27 June 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Year 11 Ball



Class of 2025 Celebrate in Style!

 Year 11 Ball

On Thursday 19 June a pageant of Year 11
pupils arrived at Country Ways to celebrate the
culmination of their time at Chulmleigh College.
It was wonderful to see the community of High
Bickington come out and applaud them as  they
made their way to the venue.  They certainly
arrived in style, and the venue provided the
perfect setting for an incredibly memorable
event.

Thank you to everyone involved in making this
such a special occasion for our young people.
From the fabulous team at Country Ways, to
parents, staff and pupils, and to the local
community for providing such a warm welcome.
As always, Year 11 were a credit to themselves
and we were proud to hear how impressed the
team at Country Ways were with the way they
conducted themselves on the night. 

Here are just a few photos of the event. Many
more are available on our website:
https://tinyurl.com/44kjtdr2

https://www.facebook.com/cw.northdevon?__cft__[0]=AZXzxucSJp5GZK_AnISwoUsOoOrydGmdbzaOBIjkiQGUFP2KUqoPPdN6KOSRx6E5Bp3JwDlI0pd7tPjr4hmY3pE3EuKrth1lWunXmZzXF8HnkXJF7wqLIEy4yNivMswHYK5c6B07uUuwPITY8m5kpTfh5tu07amfAw9sFsJawGiDIZIqQuqe_ci3g4Na8fcbPbQ-0Tp_kfkVzvrzCSA6RAzB&__tn__=-]K-R
https://tinyurl.com/44kjtdr2


 Year 11 Ball



History

Year 8  Visit to Chulmleigh Church

In our history lesson on 17 June, 8T had
the amazing opportunity to study
Chulmleigh’s war memorial and even go
up the church tower! We have been
learning about Chulmleigh’s local history
in our lessons too. 

As soon as we arrived at the church we
were met by Reverend Rockey and the
first group climbed up the steep tower
and as soon as we reached the top, we
were stunned by the view. After we had
crawled back down, we went over to the
war memorial and looked for inscriptions
of people that served in the wars. This
really was an amazing experience, and
one we won’t forget. Many thanks to
Reverend Rockey for giving us this great
experience.

Lucy Hearn, Year 8 pupil



Athletics

Peter Brend Memorial Young
Athletes Open Event

On Sunday 22 June three pupils
from Chulmleigh College and one
pupil from Chulmleigh Primary
took part in the Peter Brend
Memorial Young Athletes Open
Event run by North Devon
Athletics Club.

Annmarie Defew (Year 5) ran her
first ever track race finishing 3rd in
her 75m heat and then 6th in the
75m final. She also qualified for the
150m finals finishing a close 4th
just 0.1 sec behind 3rd place.

Sophie Casavieille-Lacaze (Year 9)
ran an incredible 200m to finish
2nd and then showed grit and
determination to claim silver in a
very competitive 1500m.

Elliott Defew (Year 7) jumped well
to get silver in the long jump and
ran a great race with a sprint up
the home straight to finish 2nd in
the 800m setting a new personal
best.

Lilia Casavieille-Lacaze (Year 7) had
a blistering 100m and won gold
and then dug deep to finish 2nd in
the 800m, she then jumped an
amazing 1m 32cms to win gold in
the high jump setting a new PB. 

The four of us teamed up for the
Friendship Relay to finish a hard
fought 3rd against many older
children. 

Overall everyone put in 100%
effort and had fun! Well done! 

Elliott Defew, Year 7 pupil



Extra Curricular

Congratulations to Alfie Jones, Year 9 Pupil!

Year 9 pupil, Alfie Jones, has been a member of the Bideford Target Shooting Club for the
past year. The club has been successfully providing a sporting facility to members of the
local and wider community. Promoting sporting activities for all ages and abilities. They
organise instruction and competitions at all levels of marksmanship. Developing
sportsmanship and fair play. Members take part in Club, County and International
competition. 

Before Alfie could take part in organised competition, he had to complete a 12-week
comprehensive instruction course. Alfie has been competing in the Devon Benchrest
Winter League against more experienced adults. This is the first year Alfie has taken part in
the League and at the annual prize giving last week, Alfie was awarded the Cyril Taylor
Memorial Trophy for the most improved junior and the Peskie Trophy for the best
improvement in the airgun section.



Blue Campaign
This week we were visited by Amy Roberts from the Blue Campaign who presented Year 7
and 8 pupils with a variety of prizes for the 12 blue hearts they have painted. These hearts  
are used to support the Blue Campaign, which encourages people to rewild their gardens
across Britain. These blue hearts will go into people’s gardens, grass verges, maybe even in
school, to remind and encourage people not to cut their lawns too often! Some pupils have
taken their blue hearts home to put into their own gardens, and others will be put into
gardens and grass verges elsewhere. Butterflies, bees, insects and birds need our wild
flowers and weeds to thrive. Hopefully next academic year Chulmleigh College can have a
designated “no mow” summer area for the butterflies and bees. The primary school have
embraced this at their roundabout and entrance area which has been a great benefit for
invertebrate life. 

Our lawns, hedges and gardens are havens for our insects, which in turn support birds and
other animals. If you see a blue heart in someone’s garden, you know they care about
keeping our wildlife healthy! Find out more about this campaign at  
https://bluecampaignhub.com/  or by checking out the UNESCO Biosphere North Devon –
an area of protected landscape that lies between the river Taw and the Torridge, which is
recognised internationally for its rare wildlife, ancient woodlands and dunes. 

Well done to all the pupils that helped to paint these, and a special big thank you to Maisie
Bourne, Lilly Wilson, Poppy Smith, Sophie King, Amelia Allin and Rosie Bickers for their
help. These pupils have received a prize from a fantastic selection of wildlife books, t-shirts
and magnifying glasses. 

Ms Wilson, Teacher of Art & DT

Art

https://bluecampaignhub.com/
https://bluecampaignhub.com/


Alumni

Daniel Charman
Hi Chulmleigh College, thank you for inviting me to update you guys on my music progress since
leaving you in 2024 and to promote my band.
 

Currently, I am studying an Extended Diploma in Music Performance at Exeter College, where I
met Henry Hassel, with whom I recorded a song called Breathing Days Away which was aired on
BBC Devon & Cornwall Radio. 
 

Back in January I was elated to be invited to join a band called 3 Days of Wonder whom I had
admired and followed for quite a while. 3DOW write their own songs and perform rock covers - we
can play all our driving anthemic rock originals as quiet acoustic sets to suit the mood of a venue if
required. 

I attend college with Charlie Churchill (bassist) and Finn Arnold (lead guitarist), both aged 17. Luke
Notman (lead singer) has left college with three A-Levels. Within a month of joining the band, we
were awarded "Best New Artist for 2025" at Devon Music Awards followed by winning an Exeter
Battle of the bands evening. Between us, 3DOW spend a number of hours each week emailing,
writing and applying for every music event we come across. We rehearse every Tuesday.
 

This year has started to roller coaster for us; we have played as support artists to a number of
more well-known Southwest bands and headlined our own gigs. We have performed at the
Phoenix Exeter, Barrel House Totnes, Exchange Bristol, Palladium Bideford, Junction Plymouth,
the Kindred Spirits Festival, a private gig for the Royal Marines Plymouth, Devon County Show
BBC Radio stage and a number of pubs, inns and music bars. Sheb Fest is approaching for us soon
but sadly I am away on a prebooked holiday, however the band will play on with a stand in
drummer.



Alumni (continued)
 

3DOW were thrilled to be asked to play hour set, third act on the main stage at the Great Estate
Festival Redruth 30 May. 3.30pm can be a tough time of day to perform all our original music when
the audience are relaxing with picnics. However, we achieved energy within our audience of
approximately 2500 people! "Maniacs" can be seen performed at the Great Estate in my YouTube
link below.
 

From this festival, we were blown away to be invited to attend an audition to win an opportunity to
support a major headline artist in September on the Glastonbury Pilton Party Stage. We had 20
minutes on stage and performed 5 original songs with Sir Michael Eavis and Emily Eavis taking front
row seats, an honour for us. Disappointingly for us we were not chosen to enter the finals on this
occasion. We woke up Sunday morning, shook ourselves down and went along to rock on stage at
the Exeter Respect Festival. We will apply for Glastonbury again as soon as the opportunity comes
round.
 

I have recently recorded my first song with 3DOW at CUBE in Cornwall. We are very pleased with the
final product and the style of sound the producer has given us. We will release “Damned &
Wonderful” across all platforms such as Spotify, Amazon Music, Apple Music etc. The live version
can be seen performed on the Pilton Stage in the link to my YouTube below.
 

If you like what you see and hear then please support us by checking out our 3 Days of Wonder
website. https://3daysofwonder.com/ Links to Facebook, Instagram are at the bottom of our site.
Give us a like or even better follow us.

Our media pages list all of our busy gigs coming up in the near future and we would love to see you
there.

https://3daysofwonder.com/


Chulmleigh Maths

Maths Student Community

Well done to four Year 7 pupils, Paul
King, Lilia Casavieille-Lacaze, Serafina
Dillon and Holly Knight who were
recently nominated to apply for the
Exeter Maths School Maths Student
Community. 

Teachers are asked to identify students
within their settings who stand out from
the crowd and who can find themselves
working in isolation on Maths that is
beyond their peers. The aim of the
program is to bring these students
together in a teacher-nominated
programme; to enable them to work
with others who are similarly able, to
provide stimuli which will deepen and
broaden their appreciation of Maths
and its related fields, and to support
and encourage their development as
problem-solving mathematicians.

Congratulations to Holly Knight who has
been accepted on to the program.
Students enrolled on the MSC
participate in three in-person events in
Exeter and two online sessions each
year. The in-person events are during
the day in the week, and the online
sessions are in the evening after school.
Students will take part in masterclasses
and workshops led by a mixture of EMS
teachers and guest speakers. They will
be introduced to mathematics beyond
the normal curriculum and will have the
opportunity to develop their problem
solving. Until Year 9, the in-person
events are held on weekdays during
term time, and in Years 10 and 11 they
are held on Saturdays. These events will
also include some Physics and
Computer Science workshops.

Mrs Button, Head of Maths



Chulmleigh Maths

Chulmleigh Maths

All entries need to be emailed to mathsPOW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk  by Sunday evening or placed in the red box in
M5 by the start of school on Monday mornings.

Correct entries will get a positive point, a sweet and entry in to the prize draw. 
Prize draw winners will get a bigger prize!

Each number in the grid is a one-digit integer.
The sums of each row, column and one of the diagonals is given.
Find the missing numbers marked by question marks.

mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
mailto:MathsPoW@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Chulmleigh Maths



Accelerated Reader



Literacy

We are calling on all pupils, parents and friends of the College to
nominate our school! Please follow the link below: 

Win £1,000 / €1,000 for your school’s library! | National Book Tokens

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize


Book of the Week: King of Nothing
by Nathanael Lessore

ANTON AND HIS FRIENDS ARE THE KINGS OF YEAR 9.

They're used to ruling the school and Anton wears the crown.
The other kids run away when he's about but that's the way he
wants it - he's got a reputation to live up to after all.

So when he gets into serious trouble at school, he doesn't
really care, but his mum most definitely does. She decides it's
time for Anton to make some new friends and join the Happy
Campers, a local activity group. Anton would quite literally
rather do anything else, especially when he finds out Matthew,
the biggest loser in school, is also a member.

But after Matthew unexpectedly saves Anton's life, Anton
figures maybe this kid is worth a shot. Teaching him some game
is the least Anton can do to repay the debt.

As the boys strike up an unlikely friendship, Anton finds himself
questioning everything he thought was important. Does he
want ruling the school to be his crowning glory or should he set
his sights on better things?

Ivor Marsh Library





Diary dates...
June

Sat 28-Sun 29 June
Bronze DofE Qualifying Expedition

July

Tues 1 July
Year 10 Visit to Petroc College
Weds 2 July
Year 10 Visit to Exeter College
Summer Concert
Thurs 3 July
Year 8 Awards Evening
Mon 7 - Tues 8 July
Year 10 Textiles Mock Exam
Tues 8 July
Year 6 Transition Day
Weds 9 July
Wellies to School Day
Year 10 Art Mock Exam
Thurs 10 July
Sports Day
Year  9 Awards Evening
Fri 11 
Year 10 Art Mock Exam
Fri 11 - Sun 13 July
Silver DofE Qualifying - Years 10 & 11
Tues 15 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor
Weds 16 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor
Thurs 10 July
Year 10 Mocks Assembly
Tuesday 22 July
Whole School Assembly
End of Term

Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising
funds throughout the year. This
is done in various ways from
cake stalls to preloved uniform
sales. If you would like to get
involved we would love to hear
from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart (red);
Mole (green); Taw (blue); and
Yeo (purple). Each tie is available
to purchase via MyEd for £6,
your child can collect their new
tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You can
contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74


Nearly New
School Shoes

 Do you have any?
 

Chulmleigh College would
really appreciate donations of

nearly new girls and boys
school shoes.

Donations can be left in
reception—thank you!

 





Lunch Time Activities
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