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OPTIME

Thank you to the PE Department for putting together another great Sports Day. As usual, pupils showed great
tenacity and ambition which was combined with very impressive sporting ability.  There will be more on this in next
week’s Optime

Well done to Year 9 Awards Evening participants last night. We are extremely pleased with the way Year 9 are
transitioning into Year 10.

This has been another week where the levels of ambition and tenacity in the College have shone through strongly.

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher
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11  July 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Sports Day - Tug of War!



Year 9 Presentation Evening
Our congratulations to Year 9 on the occasion of their annual Awards Evening.

Teachers at the school were delighted to welcome parents of children identified and celebrated for
achievements in individual subject areas, contributions to wider school life and embodying the stated values of
Chulmleigh College – Compassion, Ambition, Teamwork.

This Year 9 cohort have impressed staff since they joined in Year 7 and we continue to be excited and inspired by
their successes and achievements.

Well done to everyone receiving awards.

Mr Payne, Deputy Executive Headteacher



Devon County Council Visit

We were delighted to welcome senior
councillors from Devon County Council today
who were visiting on a fact finding visit. One of
the highlights was listening to our pupils
explain the benefits of reading. We all consider
this to be a foundation stone of our success.

I would like to thank Councillor Brazil and his
team for the genuine interest shown in the
College, for the great questions and their
obvious passion for making sure Devon County
Council can offer the best possible service to
our rurally sparse community with it’s unique
successes. We have the natural advantage of
living in the best part of the county and
Westcountry but also severe challenges in
terms of difficulties in being able to access
services and officers that are available in other
parts of the county

Mr Johnson, Executive Headteacher



Chicken Run

Animal Care

At the heart of our Animal Care Programme, something exciting is taking shape—quite literally! Our dedicated
Year 10 Animal Care pupils have rolled up their sleeves and begun constructing a spacious, covered chicken
enclosure. This thoughtfully designed structure will allow our chickens to enjoy extended outdoor time through
the colder winter months while staying safe and sheltered.

The project began this week with pupils taking the reins on the initial build. It’s been a hive of activity as they
measured, cut, and assembled the framework, showcasing not just practical skills but real teamwork and
enthusiasm.

Next week brings the final flourish! Pupils will be adding cladding to the roof, securing mesh siding, and
integrating the new enclosure with the existing coop.

It’s a fantastic example of hands-on learning in action, and we’re proud to see our pupils getting hands on
experience in all aspects of animal care.

Mrs Sterland, Head of Science

Year 10 pupils: Grace Tapscott, Harriet Buckell, Charlotte Dallyn and Olivia Perry



French Cafe

French

Bienvenue au café!
In celebration of their hard work on food and drink this term, 9H experienced what it’s like to be in a French café.
They created their own menus, and everyone got the chance to work in the café, as well as being the customer,
all in French of course. The croissants with Nutella were the most popular choice but well done to those who
were feeling adventurous and sampled a bit of French cheese with baguette, saucisson and a cornichon or two. It
was also great to see the students in a mock professional setting- we have some potential waiters and waitresses,
maybe even café owners! Bravo 9H.

Mrs Payne, Teacher of French



Art

Year 7 have been looking at Neo Romantic landscape
painters such as Paul Nash, Graham Sutherland and John
Piper. They have explored how to achieve depth and
distance within a landscape, using ‘leading lines’ and aerial
perspective to make a set of charcoal drawings around the
school site. Year 7 then went on to look at more
contemporary landscape painters such as Kerry Harding
and Charlotte Brisland, in order to make some emotive
landscapes using dried pigment, watercolour and oil
pastels. They use their own reference images alongside
images of Dartmoor to create imaginative landscapes
based partly on real places and partly on imaginative and
emotive colour choices. Some of these landscapes are
silent and eerie, whilst others are hot and places to visit
on holiday! Choosing which works to photograph for
Optime is always so hard as there are, as always, too many
amazing artists in Year 7 to choose from!! The beautiful
landscape studies you can see here are by 7E: Lilia
Casavieille-Lacaze, Etta Mcbride, Lucy Howarth, Katy
Lewis, Dexter Luxton, Thomas Lassam, Harry Dunn,
Lawson Ward, Ava Redstone, Violet Lamport, Bradley
Haines and Chanel Hendrie.

Miss Wilson, Teacher of Art



Geography

On Tuesday 24 June my class (7V) went
to the Little Dart River Trip in period 1
and 2. We went to find out many
interesting things like the speed of
flow, width and depth of the river
channel. Everyone found it  fascinating
discovering many different features
and processes of the river. We found
things like the angle of the slope of the
river valley- it was very steep!  Overall,
we found out many facts about the
river and collected lots of data to use
in future lessons. Thank you to Mr
Stevens for planning the trip and Mrs
Lee for helping. 

Elliott Defew, Year 7 pupil



Welly Boot Day

Welly Boot Day

On Wednesday 9 July pupils from Chulmleigh College  
were keen to  raise money for Children’s Hospice
South West by taking part in a special fundraising
event. Pupils are showed their support by wearing
wellies or trainers to school and making a donation to
this wonderful charity. Children’s Hospice South West
(CHSW) is a charity dedicated to providing specialist
care and support for children with life-limiting
conditions and their families. The charity operates
three hospices across the South West and provides a
safe, comforting environment where families can
access respite care, emergency support, end of life
care, and bereavement support. CHSW relies heavily
on donations and fundraising to continue its vital
work, ensuring families can make precious memories
together in the most challenging of times. We are
proud to be supporting such a worthy cause today,
thank you to those who have donated.

Mrs Jordan, Head of Upper School



Photography Competition
Everyone at Chulmleigh School will be living within easy reach of the North Devon UNESCO Biosphere. We
would like to offer them the chance to let us know what they love about the environment that their school is
situated in.

Winners will have their work exhibited at a special display at Barnstaple Museum next year. 

We’d love for LOADS of pupils to enter this competition. If there are any children who would like to enter but
have no phone then please get in touch with me (I work for North Devon Biosphere) and we can arrange for
them to borrow a camera. Otherwise any camera will do including obviously phones. 

Any other queries please contact Amy Roberts 07967 602883

https://exetersciencecentre.org/projects/mybiosphere-photo-competition

https://exetersciencecentre.org/projects/mybiosphere-photo-competition/


Extra Curricular
Year Daniel Rhodes  was recently
presented with his BTEC Level 1 in
Teamwork, Personal Skills and
Citizenship, which he achieved
through the Cadet Vocational
College as part of his Sea Cadet
training. He also received his
Paddlesports ‘Explore Award’ (his
second kayaking qualification) on
the same night and was lucky
enough to receive these awards
from the Area Officer who
happened to be in attendance that
night for a unit inspection. Daniel
also recently achieved his
‘Offshore Hand One – Square Rig’
award having participated in a
week-long voyage aboard one of
the Sea Cadets training ships,
sailing around the south coast of
Devon.



Alumni
Our congratulations to pupil
alumni, Jessie Hampson for
winning an award at Exeter
College’s annual Academic Awards
evening this week.

Jessie was an outstanding pupil at
Chulmleigh and we are delighted to
see her continuing to shine at
Exeter College.



Chulmleigh Maths



Chulmleigh Maths



Accelerated Reader



Ivor Marsh Library



Diary dates...

July

Fri 11 - Sun 13 July
Silver DofE Postponed
Tues 15 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor
Weds 16 July
Year 7 Trip to Dartmoor
Thurs 10 July
Year 10 Mocks Assembly
Tuesday 22 July
Whole School Assembly
End of Term

Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising
funds throughout the year. This
is done in various ways from
cake stalls to preloved uniform
sales. If you would like to get
involved we would love to hear
from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart (red);
Mole (green); Taw (blue); and
Yeo (purple). Each tie is available
to purchase via MyEd for £6,
your child can collect their new
tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You can
contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74




Lunch Time Activities



Year 8 Examination Week

Careers



Year 8 Examination Week








