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OPTIME

On behalf of all of us at Chulmleigh College, welcome
back! We have been so pleased to see the pupils return
to school and the first two days of this new academic
year have been calm and focused. Pupils have produced
great work already. I have shown a number of
prospective pupils around the school this week and it
has been notable how well lessons have restarted, our
visitors have been very impressed. It seems clear that
pupils have recharged batteries very well and are
embracing the new school year and the opportunities
that await.

I have written to parents and carers today about the
start of the new year but once again reiterate how
thrilled we are with the strength of our GCSE results this
summer. We are incredibly proud of how well pupils did
in  Year  11  last  year  and  expect  that  these results are 
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in line with the outcomes of the previous year, which placed our school within the top 3% of schools
nationally for achievement and certainly amongst the top schools in the county. None of this is possible
without the support of the families of the pupils of this school and our highly experienced and able staff.
We recognise that to be successful, we all need to work together well and this is such a strength of our
school.

Some headlines from the results:

82% of children secured at least a grade 4 in English and Mathematics.
61% of children secured at least a grade 5 in English and Mathematics.
The average grade in the school was 5.4.
25% of all grades were awarded at grade 7 or above.
80% of all grades were awarded at grade 4 or above.
62% of children achieved the English Baccalaureate at grade 4 and above.
46% of children achieved the English Baccalaureate at grade 5 and above.

On all measures we compare well above national and county average, across the board we anticipate that
these will be amongst the strongest results in the South of England for a non-selective and non-fee-paying
school.

Next week, I am looking forward to making awards in the Scholar Assemblies. These first Scholar
Assemblies recognise outstanding effort displayed in the final half term of the last academic year and I am
particularly looking forward to showing our Year 7 pupils what they are working towards. Hard work really
does bring self-esteem, pride and reward – I look forward to seeing more and more pupils achieve in this
way.

A reminder, if you have not already, to check you still have access to Classcharts. This is the way you can
monitor your child’s homework and behaviour and is a really good tool in keeping a dialogue with your
child about school ongoing. More information can be found on the whole-school ‘Beginning of Term’ letter.

Mr Payne
Headteacher



Welcome on Board!

Ms Thorncroft
I am Ms Thorncroft, the new Deputy Headteacher at
Chulmleigh and also a teacher of Modern Foreign
Languages. I am really excited to be involved in all aspects
in school life and ensuring that the curriculum, both
pastoral and academic, challenges and engages the pupils
so that they excel and flourish.

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts
I am Mrs Morgan, and am very excited to begin my new
chapter as Head of Expressive Arts and Teacher of Drama. I
have had a varied teaching career across Devon over the
last 21 years, teaching Drama, Music, Dance and Performing
Arts as well as other responsibilities such as Head of Year
and PSHE Lead. The welcome from staff and pupils at
Chulmleigh College has been so warm and I am looking
forward to adding to this positivity and continuing to
champion the Arts for all. I  live in Crediton with my
husband, 2 growing children and stepson, and Jack Russell
Otis, who greets me every evening when I get home with a
sock!' 

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer Science
I am Mr Smith, the new teacher of Computer Science. I have
a history of working in IT before becoming a teacher nearly
18 years ago. I love computing, but also love the outdoors,
surfing, walking on the moors and making music in my small
studio at home.

I am really looking forward to meeting all my classes and
working with such amazing young people and staff.



Welcome on Board!

Mrs Tillings, SEND & Transition Officer
I am Mrs. Tillings and I am the new SEND and Transition
Officer. I can be found in the office next to the learning
support base. I will be here to assist parents and pupils,
supporting the SEND department and any pupils who may
need  a little extra support throughout their transition from
primary school. 

Mr  Tillings, Design & Technology Technician
After nearly 40 years in the Printing industry redundancy
gave me the opportunity to find myself as Caretaker and
then Site Manager of an Infant and Junior school.

My Wife, an English Teacher, and I then decided to look for
something out of the city. Although still returning for
Portsmouth's home games! We have now been living in
Chulmleigh for about  14 months and fortuitously there
were two vacancies which arrived in the last school year.

I have  3 daughters who are all out of University now and
one grandson to justify my greying temples.



INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS AT CHULMLEIGH COLLEGE  

Music

We are very lucky to have a team of seven high quality instrumental music teachers that visit the College each
week. We are able to offer lessons on Strings, Woodwind, and Brass instruments as well as piano, keyboard,
guitar, drums and singing. 
 
We currently have over 100 pupils a week having lessons. If you would like your child to start lessons on an
instrument or if they have already had lessons in their primary school and wish to continue can you please visit
the PARENTS section on the school website and follow the link for CLUBS AND ACTIVITES, you will then see a
section about instrumental music lessons and an online form to fill in to express your interest or follow this link:

Online Application Form

Our teachers get very booked up and only have limited time available to them so where there is a high demand
lessons are offered on a first come first served basis.

Any questions or queries please contact me at the College and I will do my best to answer or steer you to the
right place.

Mr Miners, Teacher of Music

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DHCotwBNRkG-B9gYPs9jlmkwMd-JtUdBnp7t-iLBkflUQThBRFBVTUlUMDA5U1A2VFFaUlZRVUtFWS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c3C25A2AF-6E6D-4A8C-95DD-31487903CEF5


Spirited Arts Competition

Religious Studies

At the end of the summer term, our Year 7 pupils took part in the Spirited Arts competition, organised by the
National Association of Teachers of Religious Education. As part of the project, pupils explored how different
faiths use the arts to express beliefs, values, and worldviews. They then had the opportunity to create their own
responses, drawing inspiration from a range of thought-provoking themes such as ‘Making Sense of Life’ and
‘Stories that Change Lives’.

Each pupil completed a creative piece, ranging from drama performances to intricately designed Minecraft
cathedrals, accompanied by a reflective write-up explaining the meaning behind their work and how it connected
to different belief systems.

The standard of entries was incredibly high, making it a real challenge to select just ten to represent the College
in the national competition. With the help of some enthusiastic Year 8 pupils, the humanities team were
eventually able to whittle down the entries to be entered into the national competition. A huge well done to
everyone who took part—you should be very proud of your creativity and thoughtful insights!

Miss Oldham, Teacher of Religious Studies and Sociology

Photographs of  just a few of the entries



Neill Cameron & Tanya Landman

Author Visit

More writers coming to Chulmleigh!
We are very much looking forward to welcoming two authors in September as part of the Appledore Book
festival, to work with our KS3 pupils. Tanya Landman (https://tanyalandman.com), is a Carnegie Medal-winning
teen fiction writer, and Neill Cameron, a cartoonist and writer famed for his work on the popular comic The
Phoenix

We can’t wait to get creative with with these inspiring writing professionals! If you haven’t done so already please
do pick up one of their books from our library and get reading!

You can also get a 25% reduction on any of their books from Barnstaple Waterstones, if you mention that they
are visiting Chulmleigh as part of the book festival. I am currently looking to see if we can get some of her books
onto MyEd (with the same 25% reduction) so that you can order direct through us – so watch this space!

Paddy Garrett, Writing Literacy Coordinator

https://tanyalandman.com/


Competition Time!



Extra Curricular

On Thursday 14 August Olly Finney took part in the
North Devon Velo Club 10 mile time trial
championship. We are pleased to report that Olly won
the under 16 section and was presented with a trophy
and gifts from ex-Team Sky, Commonwealth Games
and Tour de France cyclist Alex Dowsett who came
from Essex to watch the race. Olly came 7th fastest
out of all the competitors in the race.

Our massive congratulations to Olly!

Chulmleigh Head Boy in Cycling Success!



Open Events



Careers



Careers



Join Our Team

CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims
to support the school by
raising funds throughout the
year. This is done in various
ways from cake stalls to
preloved uniform sales. If you
would like to get involved we
would love to hear from you -
many hands make light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart
(red); Mole (green); Taw
(blue); and Yeo (purple). Each
tie is available to purchase
via MyEd for £6, your child
can collect their new tie from
Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You
can contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.
uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74









