
Page 1

OPTIME

As we come to the end of our first full week of 2025/26, I am pleased to reflect on an overwhelmingly positive,
calm and productive week in school. 

Certainly, there is a significant change in pace for families in returning to school after the summer holiday. A
mark of our school ethos is the dedication to academic study and hard work – it has been very satisfying to
see classrooms silently working this week, eyes on the teaching staff working from the front and the Teaching
Assistants working alongside pupils. There has been an air of calm throughout the College all week, which
reminds us how privileged we all are to work in a school with the strengths of Chulmleigh College. I also
recognise the hard work that happens at home in making sure pupils are ready for school.

I have enjoyed the Scholar Assemblies this week particularly and have been hugely impressed with the way
our pupils engage and listen in each assembly. Our assembly focus has been on the importance of hard work
and I have been speaking about the life of former Foreign Secretary and resident of Copplestone, Ernest
Bevin. The story of Bevin is one of success through selflessness, hard work and service from the most humble
of beginnings. Pupils have been interested to know that he once walked along the same roads and lanes they
do today. I think we can all reflect on Bevin’s example of service and endeavour on our own journey through
life. I also think Bevin would wholly approve of the way we do things here at Chulmleigh.

In closing, I would like to particularly recognise our new Year 7 pupils as they continue to settle so well into
secondary education. All staff have been impressed with the positivity and attitude of our newest and
youngest pupils and we are full of optimism for what they will achieve in the future.

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Website Resources for Parents

We would particularly like to direct parents to our useful forms page on our website:
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms

We would like to remind parents that our College website  is a great resource for all aspects
of College life. The ‘For Parents’ tab provides a wealth of information and is well worth
familiarising yourselves with the information that is available here: 
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms?action=saved
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=For+Parents&pid=18


Art - Year 8 Insects & Ecology



Welcome on Board!
During the summer term Year 8 pupils created these
fantastic artworks as a part of their Insects and
Ecology project. 

These delicate paper sculptures show the form and
structure of these amazing creatures. The absence of
colour acts as a reminder that insects are threatened
and in sharp decline due to habitat loss, pesticides,
pollution and climate change.

Did you know?

•Insects have been around for more than 350 million
years, longer than the dinosaurs and flowering
plants.

Find out more:

Action for Insects campaign | The Wildlife Trusts

Mr Tomlin, Teacher of Art and Textiles

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/action-for-insects


Year 7 Dive into Science with Energy and Enthusiasm!

The new academic year has kicked off with a bang for our Year 7 pupils at
Chulmleigh! They have wasted no time immersing themselves in the world of
science. Their curiosity, teamwork, and enthusiasm have made for an
excellent start—and the lab has been buzzing with activity!

🧯 Safety First: Learning the Rules of the Lab
Before diving into experiments, pupils have been thoroughly introduced to
essential lab safety protocols. They have learned how to identify hazard
symbols commonly found on chemical bottles—not just in the lab, but also
around the school and at home. From corrosive substances to flammable
materials, Year 7 now know how to spot and respond to potential dangers
with confidence and care.

🔥 Bunsen Burner Training: Lighting Up Learning
One of the highlights this week has been Bunsen burner training. Pupils have
demonstrated how to safely light and use a Bunsen burner, mastering the
technique with impressive precision. Watching them handle the equipment
with such maturity has really impressed staff—especially as they begin to
understand the importance of controlled flames and air holes!

⚗️ Getting to Know Our Equipment
The Science department at Chulmleigh is well-stocked with a wide range of
equipment, and Year 7 have been busy exploring it. They have been
challenged to identify which pieces of equipment are best for measuring
volumes accurately—pipettes, measuring cylinders, beakers and conical
flasks have all come under scrutiny. It’s been fantastic to see pupils thinking
critically about precision and reliability in scientific measurement.

🔍 A Closer Look: Microscopes and Specimens
To round off their introduction to Science, pupils have had the chance to
use microscopes to examine some truly fascinating specimens. From the
intricate structure of a dragonfly wing to the fine details of rabbit hair, bee
legs, and plant stems, Year 7 have been captivated by the hidden world
revealed under the lens. Their reactions—ranging from awe to curiosity—
have made these sessions a real joy.

Year 7 Science

With such a strong start, it’s clear that Year 7 are well on their way to becoming confident and capable young
scientists. We can’t wait to see what discoveries lie ahead for them this year! 

Mrs Murphy, Teacher of Science

                                         Dragon Fly Wings                                                                                        Honey Bee Leg                                                                                              Pine Tree Stem
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Join Our Team

CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims
to support the school by
raising funds throughout the
year. This is done in various
ways from cake stalls to
preloved uniform sales. If you
would like to get involved we
would love to hear from you -
many hands make light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart
(red); Mole (green); Taw
(blue); and Yeo (purple). Each
tie is available to purchase
via MyEd for £6, your child
can collect their new tie from
Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You
can contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.
uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74









