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OPTIME

CATs TESTING

It has been a week of hard work and dedication at Chulmleigh College as the 450 pupils in Years 7,8 and 9 sat their annual
Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs). We have been delighted by the approach and conduct of our pupils, it was a with a real
sense of pride that I undertook the roll calls this week. As usual our pupils do us proud.

We are sometimes asked why Chulmleigh pupils do so well in Year 11. My belief is that there are lots of reasons,
supportive parents, high expectations in our classrooms, a focus on reading and mathematics, great teaching… but
rehearsal and routines are certainly key. We practise how to approach tests and exams from the outset in Year 7 and like
any skill, in exams the more we practise the better we get. Therefore, the CATs this week not only give us an overview of
the ability of our pupils, which informs GCSE target setting, but they also make sure that exams are familiar and not a
foreign land in Year 10 and 11. We look forward to sharing this information with parents and guardians.

There are so many moving parts that make for a successful school. Our often unsung heroes of our Parents, Teachers and
Friends Association (PTFA) always deserve recognition for the time they volunteer to our school to make sure
refreshments are available at parents’ evenings and good quality washed second hand uniform is available to our families.
They also generate thousands of pounds of funding that benefits our pupils. You will see our PTFA AGM is on 29
September at 6pm in Dartridge Hall and I encourage you to attend and to get involved. Meetings also represent a great
opportunity to get to know other parents and speak to school staff. I am always very pleased to attend these meetings
and chat with parents.

th

You may have seen on our facebook page that I am taking part in the Run Barnstaple 10k on 28  September. If you feel
you can, I ask that you consider sponsoring my attempt at running 10KM to raise money for our PTFA. Many of you are
aware that I am not a natural athlete but as we often ask of our pupils, it is healthy to push your limits and that is often
how we make progress. 

th

A link to our Just Giving page is below. Thank you to everyone who has sponsored my run already.
Neil Payne is fundraising for Chulmleigh College PTA

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

19 September 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.justgiving.com/page/neil-payne-1?newPage=true&fbclid=IwY2xjawM5PHJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHu9yOMtz4GjcIw6rFz8mcbGl0iLP6CujVW0tdOp7NlSzmIm4tvfQVgqhUJU-_aem_Xb5Q9lZYCef1clbiw3yhyg


CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
September
Tues 23 Sept: 
Tempest School Photos Years 7 - 11
Year 11 Friendship Photos
Weds 24 Sept:
Year 11 GCSE Geography Field Trip
Year 11 GCSE History Trip
Year 9 Author Visit
Thurs 25 Sept: 
KS2 Open Evening
Mon 29 Sept: 
Parent Information Evening Iceland Trip
PTFA AGM Dartridge
Tues 30 Sept:
KS2 Open Morning
Parent Information Evening Italy Trip

October
Thurs 2 Oct:
KS2 Open Morning
Year 7 Tutor Meetings
Year 11 Countdown to GCSEs Heywood Hall
Sun 5 Oct:
Year 9 Bronze DofE Walk 1
Mon 6 Oct: 
Harvest Festival Church Service
Tues 7 Oct:
Year 10 Author Visit
Thurs 9 Oct:
Year 7 Tutor Meetings

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Drama
Year 7 have made a great start in their Drama careers
at Chulmleigh, beginning with mastering the
foundation skills of mime, focusing on consistency,
clarity, imagination, use of eye-contact and, most
importantly, silence. A strong start from all, with
focus, personal determination and respect shown in
our physical lessons. Year 11 are not only busy
preparing their Shakespeare monologues and
duologues ahead of their performance exam for
Component 2 but also taking part in theory lessons to
ready themselves for evaluating live theatre and
their theatre trip to see 'The Woman in Black', coming
to the Theatre Royal Plymouth in November.

Drama club for Years 7, 8 and 9 runs every Thursday
lunchtime 1.30 - 1.55pm, led by our expert team of
Drama Captains. During the sessions, pupils will be
developing their drama skills, building confidence
and devising scenes for performance opportunities
later this year. Do speak to Mrs Morgan for more
details.

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts (Drama)



Each year, pupils have the opportunity to benefit from
taking part in LAMDA lessons available to pupils at
Chulmleigh, in either pairs or one-to-one tuition, with our
LAMDA teacher Antonia Whittick. Antonia has trained
both at Guildford School of Acting and RADA and spent
several years with the Royal Shakespeare Company
working on their innovative community projects and
their Regents Park seasons, working as a professional
actor in theatre, television and radio. 

The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art is one
of the U.K.'s oldest drama schools. LAMDA accredited
exams are highly prestigious and can count towards the
UCAS points system when applying to Universities and
Colleges as well as the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme.

LAMDA sessions develop in our pupils good reading
skills: increasing fluency and understanding of written
text. It aims to expand vocabulary and improve the
powers of self-expression, confidence in speaking in
public and listening - it also helps improve memory and
recall of information. LAMDA also develops a love of
literature, poetry and drama, as pupils participate in a
worthwhile activity that is respected as a global
standard examination.

The 30min sessions take place during the school day at
the cost of £18 (individual) or £9 (in pairs). Pupils will
work towards LAMDA exams, which offer an ongoing
measurement of progress in speech and drama. They are
the speech and drama equivalent of music graded
exams, culminating in Grade Five then going on to
medals. LAMDA higher qualifications count towards
UCAS points, being the equivalent of GCSEs or A Level at
LAMDA Gold Medal level, which may be of interest to
older pupils when they apply to colleges and
universities. Progression through the grades provides
benchmarks for every stage of a pupil's progress.

If you would like to find out more, please contact
Antonia Whittick on awhittick@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

LAMDA

mailto:awhittick@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


This week our Music Department became alive again after the summer break! We have welcomed back our
team of seven visiting instrumental teachers, who this week have worked with over 120 pupils in instrumental
lessons. It is great to see so many pupils having lessons and we still have more on the waiting lists eager to
join!

Our Chulmleigh Music Academy had its first rehearsal of the year and we have already started working
towards our end of term performances, with our bands working on two new pieces Valerie, made famous by
Amy Winehouse and Jump Jive and Wail, a classic Big Band piece! Our CMac choir are starting to work
towards their annual Christmas Performance at Exeter Cathedral.

Our whole year group Rock Choirs for Year 7 and 8 have made a great start, and over 300 pupils have been
engaged in singing this week, as well as some very energetic and enthusiastic tutors!

Class music lessons are a hive of activity with Year 7 taking their first steps into music at Chulmleigh by
getting to grips with playing the keyboards and Years 8 and 9 have been looking at Music Technology topics
about Electronic Dance Music and Remixing!

Its really positive to see so many of our pupils benefiting from and engaging with music in so many different
ways!

Mr Miners, Teacher of Music

Music





Competition Time!



Open Events



Website Resources for Parents

We would particularly like to direct parents to our useful forms page on our website:
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms

We would like to remind parents that our College website  is a great resource for all aspects
of College life. The ‘For Parents’ tab provides a wealth of information and is well worth
familiarising yourselves with the information that is available here: 
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms?action=saved
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=For+Parents&pid=18
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Join Our Team

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from January 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 23 September 2025

Interview Date:

Friday 3 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER 

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

at East Worlington Primary School

Temporary, 30 hours per week, term time only
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 13 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT 

& MEALTIME ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh Primary School  

Temporary, part time (25 + 5 hours per week),

term time only

 Required from November 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Tuesday 14 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Mathematics&pid=354
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B&pid=355
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=1%3A1+Teaching+Assistant&pid=356
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims
to support the school by
raising funds throughout the
year. This is done in various
ways from cake stalls to
preloved uniform sales. If you
would like to get involved we
would love to hear from you -
many hands make light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart
(red); Mole (green); Taw
(blue); and Yeo (purple). Each
tie is available to purchase
via MyEd for £6, your child
can collect their new tie from
Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You
can contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.
uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74









