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OPTIME

OPEN EVENING

As we are in the political party conference season, I am reminded of the phrase that a ‘week is a long time in politics’.
Whilst we watch with interest the events of these annual political gatherings, I reflect that a week goes very quickly in
education! It has certainly been a very busy week at Chulmleigh College and as usual, it has been great to see so many
smiling faces around school.

In a week of highlights I want to recognise Mr Garrett and the English Team for organising two highly successful author
visits. Neill Cameron on Monday and Tanya Landman on Wednesday. Landman particularly is a popular author in the
Payne household and the novel Buffalo Soldier is a fantastic and powerful read – it was great to meet her! It is important
to us that important people come to Chulmleigh and meeting authors and having an insight into their lives not only
excites and inspires our pupils but consolidates a love and curiosity for reading, which we know is vital for education and
wellbeing.

Elsewhere this week I am grateful to staff in the Humanities Department for running two trips on Wednesday for
Geography and History pupils in Year 11. As usual, we have had positive feedback from the public regarding the manners
and conduct of our pupils. 

Thursday saw our Open Evening and what a wonderful display of everything that is great about our College it was!! I was
so pleased to speak to a packed hall of prospective pupils and their families – again, smiling faces looking forward to new
challenges.

Finally, from me personally, thank you to parents past and present for sponsoring my attempt at the Run Barnstaple 10K
on Sunday. I am looking forward to the event with a degree of trepidation. It is not too late to sponsor my efforts if you
feel able to, all proceeds will go to our PTFA, which in turn fund so many activities and opportunities for our young people
Neil Payne is fundraising for Chulmleigh College PTA

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Everyone at Chulmleigh College was delighted to welcome almost 400
people to our annual Open Evening this year.

Prospective parents and their children were pleased to take part in live
experiments in the science department, listen to singing in our corridors
and solve the Maths Mystery Murder in addition to so many other
interactive activities across the school.

It is a real privilege to show off the amazing talent and provision that the
school has and over 100 pupils worked with staff to welcome families to
our school.

As always we are so proud of everything our pupils and staff do at our
school and we look forward to educating the next group of young people
to enter Chulmleigh in Year 7 in September 2026.

Applications for places in Year 7 should be made via Devon County
Council admissions and the deadline for submissions is 31st October
2025.
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-
admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/

If you missed the Open Evening there is still time to book for one of our
Open Mornings next week where you will have a tour of the College, and
see the school in action. Please follow this link to book:
https://tinyurl.com/559juujw

Open Evening

https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/education/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/
https://tinyurl.com/559juujw


Awesome Writers + Chulmleigh Pupils = a formula for inspiration! 

Comic writer and artist superstar Neill Cameron and Carnegie Winner Tanya Landman came to work with
Chulmleigh pupils this week. 

Neill ran inspiring sessions with all of Year 7, with one simple, clever idea: if you combine something awesome
with something else that’s also awesome, what you get is something that is totally super awesome! It is from
this simple formula that one strays upon such ingenious ideas as ninja runner beans, ogre donuts and
dinosaurs with jet packs. Anyone who has read The Phoenix comic is likely to have read and seen some of
Neill’s amazing work and can probably see how this idea has worked rather well for him!

The Year 7’s had a lot of fun with this, as you can imagine. I hope to see plenty of entries to the HT1 Doodle and
Writing Challenges that were spawned that day! 

Tanya Landman, of ‘Buffalo Soldier’ fame, worked with the whole of Year 9, with inspiring talks about her route
into publishing. She was a really engaging speaker and helped our older students see how careers in the
creative industries are possible, are attainable, are real… achieved only with the signature Chulmleigh hard-
working spirit! 

Both these authors were provided through the Appledore Book festival, which also have a number of public
events worth checking out too. 

You can purchase any of these authors’ books from Barnstaple Waterstones for 25% off, until the 10  October. th

Mr Garrett, Literacy Coordinator for Writing  

Author Events



Lunchtime Clubs

Introducing the Python & Robotics Club!

Monday Lunchtime from 1:30 in IT1.

Are you curious about how coding works? Do you love building things,
solving problems, or working with robots? Then come and join our
brand new Python & Robotics Club, open to all pupils!

In this exciting club, you’ll learn the basics of Python programming,
one of the most popular coding languages used by professionals
around the world. Whether you're a complete beginner or already have
some experience, you'll develop your skills through fun, hands-on
challenges and creative projects.

But that's not all — we’ll also be diving into the world of robotics by
taking part in the FIRST® LEGO® League Challenge. You’ll work in teams
to design, build, and program robots using LEGO kits to solve real-
world problems and compete in challenges against other schools.

This club is the perfect mix of creativity, technology, and teamwork.
It’s a great opportunity to meet new friends, explore future career
paths, and develop confidence in digital skills — all while having a lot of
fun!

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer Science

Introducing the Ukrainian Club!
Wednesday Lunchtime from 1:30 in S2.
I am excited to invite you to our brand new Ukrainian Club, starting this term.

This club is a safe and friendly space for Ukrainian pupils to get support with school life, ask questions, share
concerns, and connect with each other. Whether you need help with your studies, want to talk about anything
on your mind, or just want to have fun with new friends — you're very welcome here!

Curious about Ukrainian culture?
You don’t have to be Ukrainian to join! All pupils are welcome to come along, ask questions, and learn more
about Ukrainian traditions, language, and life. Maybe even learn a little bit of Ukrainian language!

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Ms Tsvigun, Science Technician





CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
September
Mon 29 Sept: 
Parent Information Evening Iceland Trip
PTFA AGM Dartridge
Tues 30 Sept:
KS2 Open Morning
Parent Information Evening Italy Trip

October
Thurs 2 Oct:
KS2 Open Morning
Year 7 Tutor Meetings
Year 11 Countdown to GCSEs Heywood Hall
Sun 5 Oct:
Year 9 Bronze DofE Walk 1
Mon 6 Oct: 
Harvest Festival Church Service
Tues 7 Oct:
Year 10 Author Visit
Weds 8 Oct: 
Boys’ Rugby Development Day 
Thurs 9 Oct:
Year 7 Tutor Meetings
Year 9 U14s Netball Tournament @ Park
Tues 14 Oct: 
Years 8 & 9 Netball League @ Park
Thurs 16 Oct:
All Year Groups - Cross Country @ GTS
Fri 24 Oct:
Non Pupil Day
Sun 26 - Thurs 30 Oct:
Iceland Residential
Mon 27 - Fri 31 Oct:
Half Term
Tues 28 Oct - Fri 31 Oct
Sorrento Residential 
Mon 3 Nov:
Non Pupil Day

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Alumni

Ewan Botting (2018 - 2023)
We are incredibly proud to celebrate the
achievements of former Chulmleigh College pupil,
Ewan Botting.

Ewan is now studying Law full-time at the London
School of Economics (LSE) — currently ranked #1
university in the UK by The Times 2025 rankings. His
path to this point has been anything but easy, yet he
has shown immense determination, maturity, and
strength throughout.

While at Chulmleigh, Ewan was a standout pupil —
serving as Deputy Head Boy, mentoring younger
pupils, and going above and beyond to support both
his peers whilst focusing on his own studies. Behind
the scenes, Ewan also carried the responsibilities of
being a young carer for family members — a role he
never let stand in the way of his goals.

Despite the challenges he faced, Ewan achieved
excellent GCSE results and progressed to Exeter
College, where he studied Law, English Literature,
and Politics. He achieved impressive A-Level grades
of A,A,B, and continued to shine as President of the
Law Society, while also running a marathon to raise
funds for a charity close to his heart.

Ewan was accepted onto the prestigious Clifford
Chance Access Scheme, run by one of the UK’s top
five law firms — a testament to his talent and
potential in the legal field.

His story is one of quiet resilience and unwavering
dedication. In the face of real adversity, Ewan
remained focused, compassionate, and driven. He is
proof that background does not determine success —
hard work, courage, and integrity do.

The whole Chulmleigh community wishes him every
success as he continues his journey at LSE and
beyond.

Year 11 Leadership Team 2022-2023
Ewan Botting (2  from the right, back row)nd
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Competition Time!



Website Resources for Parents

We would particularly like to direct parents to our useful forms page on our website:
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms

We would like to remind parents that our College website  is a great resource for all aspects
of College life. The ‘For Parents’ tab provides a wealth of information and is well worth
familiarising yourselves with the information that is available here: 
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/forms?action=saved
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=For+Parents&pid=18


Careers



Careers

Health and Social Care Showcase on Wednesday 22  Octobernd

The aim of the day is to inspire the next generation of
healthcare professionals and give students the
opportunity to explore the huge range of careers
open to them in this sector. Students will have the
opportunity to explore hands on activities, such as
learning basic life support, birthing a baby, measuring
strength and range of movement, investigating a
home as a social worker, viewing cancer under the
microscope, a demonstration of virtual medical
coaching (how to take an Xray), direct and indirect
retinoscopy and much more!
 

For students from years 10 to 13, this event is
designed to give aspiring health professionals an
overview of courses and careers available to them
through their participation with hands-on health
activities.
 

 

The day will run in 3 sessions as detailed below:
Session 1: 09.00 - 11.00
Session 2: 10:45 - 12.45
Session 3: 12.45 - 14.45

 

Book your place now!
 

Please note places are limited and the event will be for
pre-booked school and college groups only. 

 
If you have any questions, please get in touch with
Angela Hellyer on the following email address:  

outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6-c3VPuDGk2_07skfgYb8f-QZDFek5pOmlPaKQwLFDBUOVE5Uk9TS1VJWFUzVUdWQk1VREw2T0JZRS4u&route=shorturl


Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER 

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

at East Worlington Primary School

Temporary, 30 hours per week, term time only
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 13 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT 

& MEALTIME ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh Primary School  

Temporary, part time (25 + 5 hours per week),

term time only

 Required from November 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Tuesday 14 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

AFTER SCHOOL CLEANER

at Chulmleigh College 

& Chulmleigh Primary School

Permanent, 15 hours per week (3 hours per

evening), 41 weeks per annum

Grade A £12.65 per hour
 

 Required from November 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 9 October 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 16 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B&pid=355
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=1%3A1+Teaching+Assistant&pid=356
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=After+School+Cleaner&pid=357
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims
to support the school by
raising funds throughout the
year. This is done in various
ways from cake stalls to
preloved uniform sales. If you
would like to get involved we
would love to hear from you -
many hands make light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA
stocks new school ties Dart
(red); Mole (green); Taw
(blue); and Yeo (purple). Each
tie is available to purchase
via MyEd for £6, your child
can collect their new tie from
Reception.

We also have a supply of
preloved uniform. Ties and
uniform can be purchased by
completing this form. You
can contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.
uk

PTFA

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74









