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OPTIME

ANIMAL CARE - ARRIVAL OF NEW LAMBS

In a flash we find ourselves in October and well into the Autumn Term as the nights draw in and we light our log burners,
fires and fire up the central heating, I reflect on another busy week at the College.

I was delighted to show more parents around our school this week for our Open Mornings. As we approach the deadline
for Secondary School Applications at the end of this month, our Open Mornings are a wonderful opportunity to see our
school in session. All of us on the staff are so proud of the work we do here, and it was with huge pride that I was able to
take parents around our school and show the calm atmosphere and purposeful approach to education we have. The
whole College looked fantastic.

We are often asked by parents what they should do if they think they are unlikely to secure a place at the College for their
Year 6 child next September. Our advice is that if you think Chulmleigh College is the right secondary school for you,
place us as priority 1 as there will be a waiting list for pupils who do not initially get a place and there will be movement
from the original allocations. 

It has been a week of evening events at the College with parent meetings running for our trips to Sorento and Iceland, a
briefing regarding Ten Tors, Year 7 settling-in meetings and our annual Countdown to GCSEs meeting for Year 11 pupils. 

The Countdown to GCSE evening really sets the clock running for our Year 11 pupils, who are looking ahead to their mock
examinations after the half term break and final public examinations next summer. It was wonderful to see so many
parents at the meeting – but also sobering to reflect that this time next year our Year 11 pupils will have moved on to
post-16 education and training. I often reference how the support parents give to their children’s education is so vital –
and again it was evident that parents are working hard to ensure our pupils are successful in their examinations next
summer. That parent partnership is key and such a strength of our school and alongside great teaching makes the
difference.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

3 October 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
October
Sun 5 Oct:
Year 9 Bronze DofE Walk 1
Mon 6 Oct: 
Harvest Festival Church Service
Tues 7 Oct:
Year 10 Author Visit
Weds 8 Oct: 
Boys’ Rugby Development Day 
Thurs 9 Oct:
Year 7 Tutor Meetings
Year 9 U14s Netball Tournament @ Park
Tues 14 Oct: 
Years 8 & 9 Netball League @ Park
Thurs 16 Oct:
All Year Groups - Cross Country @ GTS
Fri 24 Oct:
Non Pupil Day
Sun 26 - Thurs 30 Oct:
Iceland Residential
Mon 27 - Fri 31 Oct:
Half Term
Tues 28 Oct - Fri 31 Oct
Sorrento Residential 

November
Mon 3 Nov:
Non Pupil Day
Tues 4 Nov: 
Year 11 French Speaking Mocks
Year 10 FPN NEA 1 Science Practical Exam
Weds 5 Nov:
All Year Groups Cross Country W Buckland
Thurs 6 Nov: 
Year 11 U16s Netball Tournament @ Park

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Harvest Festival
On Monday 6  October, pupils will be
going to St Mary Magdalene Church in
Chulmleigh to celebrate this year’s
Harvest Festival. We have three
services taking place during P2, P3
and P4. This year’s theme is ‘Reap
what you sow’. Pupils will be talking
about the effort they put into their
studies in school, and children from
some of our farming families will be
taking about the effort it takes to rear
animals and grow crops in their farms.
The children involved have been busy
writing their scripts. We also have the
support of the CMAC choir during the
three hymns and Reverend Christine
will also be speaking to the pupils.

th

A significant part of our Harvest
Festival is the donations made to our
local food bank in Lapford. Please
bring any donations into school and
pass them to your tutor or place them
in the box labelled ‘Food Bank
Donations’ in H2 (on the Humanities
corridor). We will continue to take
donations through to Friday 10
October. This makes a big difference
to families in our community. 

th

Mrs Payne. Head of Humanities



History

Year 11 Trip to Plymouth
The Year 11 history pupils had a wonderful time in
Plymouth visiting two museums and experiencing
Plymouth’s rich maritime history. We visited the
Mayflower Museum, where pupils learnt about
England’s age of exploration in the New World, and
the untold stories of many Native American
civilisations.

We also visited the Devonport Naval Museum where
pupils experienced the lives of seafaring British
people, and the ships and equipment they used,
(including a submarine’s periscope which allowed
pupils to see across Plymouth’s coast). This trip has
helped our Year 11s expand their awareness of the
GCSE Elizabethan course and will be very useful as
they begin studying this information for their exams.

Mr Ruhleman, Teacher of History 



Having had visits from two writers last week, once again the
College finds itself excited to welcome two more published
writers. 

Sam K Horton and Vanessa Kisuule are to visit the school this
coming Tuesday to work with some of our Year 10 Literature
pupils. Sam is based in Cornwall and is a writer of literary fantasy;
Vanessa is a Bristol-based writer and performer, famous for her
poem ‘Hollow’, a response to the toppling of the Edward Colston
statue in Bristol back in 2020. We can’t wait to see what their
workshops will be like! 

We are lucky to have had this event fully funded by the creative
writing charity, Arvon. 

Author Events

I think that having professional writers like these visit us opens
the minds of our young creatives, inspiring them to pursue their
dreams in the creative industries. Whether it be something that
some of us are lucky enough to pursue professionally, or
something that becomes a lifelong personal passion alongside our
work, it’s really important that all our pupils have an opportunity
to ‘have poetry’, or artistic endeavour in whatever form, as part of
their lives. 
 
Mr Garrett, Literacy Coordinator for Writing  

HOLLOW
You came down easy in the end

the righteous wrench of two ropes in a grand plie
briefly, you flew

corkscrewed, then met the ground
with the clang of toy guns, loose change

chains
a rain of cheers.

Standing ovation on the platform of your neck
punk ballet. Act 1.

there is more to come.

And who carved you?
They took such care with that stately pose and propped chin.

Wise and virtuous the plaque assured us.
Victors wish history odourless and static

but history is a sneaky mistress
moves like smoke, Colston,

like saliva in a hungry mouth.

This is your rightful home
here, in the pit of chaos with the rest of us.

Take your twisted glory and feed it to the tadpoles.
Kids will write raps to that syncopated splash.

I think of you lying in that harbour
with the horrors you hosted.

There is no poem more succinct than that.

But still
you

are permanent.
You who perfected the ratio.

Blood to sugar to money to bricks.
Each bougie building we flaunt

haunted by bones.
Children learn and titans sing

under the stubborn rust of your name.
But the air is gently throbbing with newness.

Can you feel it?

Colston, I can’t get the sound of you from my head.
Countless times I passed that plinth
its heavy threat of metal and marble.

But as you landed a piece of you fell off
broke away
and inside

nothing but air.
This whole time

You were hollow.

Chulmleigh College welcomes more authors! Vanessa Kisuule

Sam K Horton



Chulmleigh College PTFA

PTFA Chulmleigh PTFA aims to
support the school by raising funds
throughout the year. This is done in
various ways from cake stalls to
preloved uniform sales. If you would
like to get involved we would love to
hear from you - many hands make
light work! 

Did you know that the PTFA stocks
new school ties Dart (red); Mole
(green); Taw (blue); and Yeo (purple).
Each tie is available to purchase via
MyEd for £6, your child can collect
their new tie from Reception.

We also have a supply of preloved
uniform. Ties and uniform can be
purchased by completing this form.
You can contact us by emailing
PTFA@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

PTFA

Thank you to everyone who sponsored Mr Payne
in running the Run Barnstaple 10k. The current
total raised towards the PTFA  funds is a  fantastic 

£520
Thank you for your support! 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/neil-payne-1?
utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Well  Done,  Mr Payne!

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Second%2Dhand+Uniform&pid=74


Animal Care

Welcome to Chulmleigh Farm! Cookie
He is a Dutch-Spotted.
Cookie is a wether - he is
this year’s Teddy. He
should not really be
staying but we love him
too much!

Marlene
She was our first born
lamb and was very unwell
at birth. We have had her
from birth, she spent her
first weeks in our kitchen
and it was touch and go.
She is very small and
very sociable!

Spot
Also a Dutch Spotted.
She looks very like Cookie
but has a finer face and
more white on her body.

Oreo
She is a pure-bred
Suffolk.

No 16
Joined our tame lamb
pen at a few weeks old
as her mum didn’t have
enough milk to rear 2
lambs. She is therefore
a little more timid. Has
never been named –
open to suggestions! 

No 8
‘No.8’
Also joined us at a few
weeks old – a little
more confident than
No.16.

Again open to name
suggestions! 

Ms Welton has kindly loaned the school farm some
new lambs and they are certainly a hit with our animal
care pupils. You will notice that two of them have yet
to be named - please do send in your nominations by
email to 
zsterland@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

mailto:zsterland@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Art

Open Evening - Wish Sticks 
Visitors to Chulmleigh College Open Evening were
invited to participate in art workshops during their
tour of the school. One popular activity was the
making of a “Wish Stick”. 

People were asked to write their wishes on wooden
sticks, which were then hidden beneath layers of
wool and thread. These colourful artworks not only
look great but also hold wishes that are not to be
seen by anyone but their creator.

The making of theses artworks hopefully provided a
few moments of mindfulness and a chance for
people to reflect on hopes and dreams for the future.

Many thanks to the Art and Textiles captains who
helped during the evening.

Mr Tomlin, Teacher of Art and Textiles



Mr Payne was not the only member of Chulmleigh College to take
part in the Barnstaple 10k. Year 10 pupil, Sophie Casavieille -
Lacaze, also took part last Sunday and came an amazing second
out of the female runners with a fabulous time of just 45 minutes!  
Sophie had held the lead for the entire race and was overtaken at
the very last second on the finish line. Sophie won her age
category, and came 27  overall out of 230 runners.th

Sophie is looking forward to her continued winter training and
would like to thank Dr McMahon for her guidance in the gym with
strength building.

Extra Curricular
Barnstaple 10k

Robotics Club Off To A Great Start!
Monday Lunchtime from 1:30 in IT1.

The Robotics Club has kicked off the year with exciting hands-on projects and plenty of innovation in the air!
Pupils are diving into VEX Robotics, a platform designed to introduce learners to the fundamentals of
engineering and programming. VEX provides modular, easy-to-use components that let pupils design, build,
and program their own robots—perfect for exploring concepts like mechanics, sensors, and coding in a fun,
interactive way.

Alongside VEX, pupils are sharpening their programming skills with Python game development. This
beginner-friendly coding pathway helps pupils learn logical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity—all
while building their very own games.

📢  It’s not too late to join in! Whether you’re curious about coding, fascinated by machines, or just love
building things with your hands, Robotics Club has a spot for you.

We’re also excited to announce that
the LEGO Robotics Challenge will be
launching soon! This challenge
combines creativity with technology,
giving pupils the chance to bring LEGO
builds to life with motors and sensors
while solving fun design challenges.

If you’d like to join or learn more,
come by Robotics Club and get
started. The future is being built right
here—don’t miss out!

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer
Science





English

Congratulations to one of our Open Evening
attendees, Phoebe, galloping ahead with her
enchanting horse-themed spell that she conjured up
on the night! There were many contenders for first
place but with a stable full of strong contenders,
Phoebe’s magical creation truly took the reins and
trotted into first place. 

Open Evening  - Winning Spell



Maths



Maths



Competition Time!



Careers



Careers

Health and Social Care Showcase on Wednesday 22  Octobernd

The aim of the day is to inspire the next generation of
healthcare professionals and give students the
opportunity to explore the huge range of careers
open to them in this sector. Students will have the
opportunity to explore hands on activities, such as
learning basic life support, birthing a baby, measuring
strength and range of movement, investigating a
home as a social worker, viewing cancer under the
microscope, a demonstration of virtual medical
coaching (how to take an Xray), direct and indirect
retinoscopy and much more!
 

For students from years 10 to 13, this event is
designed to give aspiring health professionals an
overview of courses and careers available to them
through their participation with hands-on health
activities.
 

 

The day will run in 3 sessions as detailed below:
Session 1: 09.00 - 11.00
Session 2: 10:45 - 12.45
Session 3: 12.45 - 14.45

 

Book your place now!
 

Please note places are limited and the event will be for
pre-booked school and college groups only. 

 
If you have any questions, please get in touch with
Angela Hellyer on the following email address:  

outreach@plymouth.ac.uk.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6-c3VPuDGk2_07skfgYb8f-QZDFek5pOmlPaKQwLFDBUOVE5Uk9TS1VJWFUzVUdWQk1VREw2T0JZRS4u&route=shorturl


Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER 

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

at East Worlington Primary School

Temporary, 30 hours per week, term time only
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 13 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT 

& MEALTIME ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh Primary School  

Temporary, part time (25 + 5 hours per week),

term time only

 Required from November 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 6 October 2025

Interview Date:

Tuesday 14 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

AFTER SCHOOL CLEANER

at Chulmleigh College 

& Chulmleigh Primary School

Permanent, 15 hours per week (3 hours per

evening), 41 weeks per annum

Grade A £12.65 per hour
 

 Required from November 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 9 October 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 16 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER 

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT 

at Lapford Primary School

Permanent, Two roles available

Grade C £13.26 - £13.69 per hour
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 October 2025

Interview Date:

Wednesday 22 October 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B&pid=355
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=1%3A1+Teaching+Assistant&pid=356
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=After+School+Cleaner&pid=357
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=LPS+%2D+Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant&pid=358
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



CAT Calendars








