
Page 1

OPTIME

Year 10 & 11 GCSE RS Mock

28 November 2025marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Looking ahead and all of a sudden December is next week! What a fast term this is proving to be!  As our thoughts
inevitably turn towards Christmas and the final run-in of this half term I start this week’s Optime by wishing our Year 11
pupils well with their full round of Year 11 Mock Examinations. Some parents will be aware that we have moved the Mock
Series this year, with exams starting this Wednesday. We hope this adjustment will particularly help practical subjects
with deadlines in the Spring Term. I have been so impressed with the manner in which Year 11 pupils have approached
these exams and how seriously this is being taken. Pupils have been a pleasure to work with this week as I have led the
exam roll-calls.

Elsewhere in the school it was great to see our new Head of Expressive Arts, Mrs Morgan, organise a fantastic Dance
Workshop on Thursday. I have heard great things about this and know the participants had to work very hard indeed. The
creative subjects have always thrived at Chulmleigh and our fantastic academic outcomes are underpinned by pupils who
excel in creatives and sports. We have record numbers of pupils studying creative subjects this year alongside our
traditional English Baccalaureate curriculum and long may that continue.

Also on Thursday, it was a treat to welcome Year 8 parents into College for our first full parents’ evening of the year. It
was a wonderfully positive evening and although as teachers we feel the 12 hour working day the next morning – it is very
special and important to us to be able to meet parents. Already, we can see Year 8 shaping into a very special year group
with great successes to come. 

Mrs Sterland has asked me to remind parents and guardians to ensure choices are made for our newly relaunched
Enrichment Week in July 2026. Although it is never first come first served, we do want to proceed with arrangements for
what will be a fantastic few days as soon as we can. We want to see pupils thriving inside and outside of the classroom
and I know everyone is looking forward to the activities in the summer. I think this will continue to grow and develop into
something very special and this forms part of our vision that we expect ‘Nothing but our Best’ for and from all our pupils.
As with anything, please contact admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any queries.

I wish you a restful weekend – and remind you to make sure you have purchased your advent calendars and chosen that
Christmas Tree as we all enjoy the family time this season brings.
Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

mailto:admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Enrichment Week

Towards the end of the summer term, pupils in Years 7, 8, and 9 will take part in Enrichment Week.
We are pleased to offer a range of engaging and educational activities designed to enhance their
learning beyond the classroom. 

The purpose of Enrichment Week is to provide pupils with the opportunity to develop new skills,
explore their interests, reinforce core values, and foster teamwork. Pupils will follow an alternative
timetable, taking part in a variety of activities, which may include day trips, on-site experiences,
and, for each year group, an optional residential visit. 

We aim to provide a wide variety of options to cater to all budgets. Should you be experiencing
financial hardship, please contact us confidentially so we can discuss possible support on an
individual basis.

Don't forget that the booking deadline for the Year 7, 8 & 9 Enrichment Week residentials is Friday
28th November.

Please click here for the: Enrichment Week Brochure

An online Enrichment activities form is available for you and your child/ren to complete together
with their preferences. You can access it by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/4pfj9jrz
The form will close on Monday, 8th December.

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=513&type=pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F4pfj9jrz%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHs7hJu3Q00JOETVLsqVf7jNf7zeps-tgy3hhE51hqfnQcKVOuj24i21sVIg7_aem_R09dAJrDkzb2CaGlF-y9sw&h=AT33b1Lpz7e60f6twGMRHBnnZwh17Aecxv4i3KxFE-00P-ASFdocxOqDfRb4sMIdyrPpuxZtzy8WwSrBiiqrql578PVmg9Yt2XWR0kH3rrgZqnffXAfw7ehYzTIMF15V1jn76vIpU0vzWqtQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT206VXbTjXDiGwa7BCf09uHqxhqH0SjiATS95VsXywGBDvO_zj7nO0t3WjmMT_wChySSKK7bJR-oARjQMY8S7Uc8TdRdjDiAO5VzDjoZt0KZTvM0DKwIdKlFA7-7aIQnZzqyixvJGONA4NOjiiK1iM-holIMYjz0DuaBs3CrEvmAOLy5woNIXXx674V8zX1RmEX-lQIVhGRbZPSVlTLpWzHtg


Netball
Netball League Night Match Report – Year 8 & Year 9
Both the Year 8 and Year 9 netball teams enjoyed an excellent evening of competition during this week’s
league night, with plenty of excitement on court and lots to celebrate. Both squads were led superbly by
their strong and supportive captains, Alice (Year 8) and Lydia (Year 9), whose encouragement and leadership
helped guide their teams through four competitive fixtures each.

Year 8 Match Report
The Year 8s delivered an outstanding set of performances, winning three out of their four matches. The team
settled quickly into each game, showing confidence in attack and discipline in defence. Their movement
through the court was smooth and controlled, with excellent passing sequences in attack, between Lilia, Alice
and Serafina, leading to consistent scoring opportunities. Megan, Claire and Amelia worked tirelessly in
defence, putting pressure on the opposition and regaining possession. 

With Penny and Sophia making their debut this season, the squad demonstrated great teamwork and
communication, creating a positive and cohesive atmosphere throughout the evening.
Player of the Evening: Serafina – for her energy, work rate, and superb shooting.

Mrs Berry, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Year 9 Match Report
The Year 9s faced tough opposition across their four fixtures, finishing the night with one win, one draw, and
two narrow losses. Despite the close results, the team played with resilience and determination, keeping
each match competitive until the final whistle.
Strong defensive pressure and quick transitions made for exciting passages of play, while debut players
(Annemiek, Leah and Isabel) slotted in brilliantly, contributing confidently to the team’s overall
performance.

Player of the Evening: Tallie – for her exceptional work rate and countless interceptions.

Summary – Year 8 & Year 9
Both teams should be incredibly proud of their efforts. With debut players stepping up, confident
leadership from Alice and Lydia, and standout performances from Serafina, Jess and Tallie, it was a highly
successful league night. The progress shown by both squads is a great sign for the season ahead.

Mrs Berry, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Year 7 Girls’ Rugby Development Day
Friday 21  November saw the first Girls’ Rugby Development Day at Bideford RFC. Joined by 5 other schools in
North Devon raising the interest of 95 girls playing rugby. We were supported by England Rugby’s Wayne Reed
and Bideford RFC. The girls spent the morning learning how to play the game and trying to ‘unlearn’ netball traits
of not moving with the ball! They learnt lots of contact skills and the tackle technique and grew in confidence
using contact within the game.

st

After lunch, the schools did a round robin tournament and played modified games to allow them to understand
the game at a gradual pace. A great display of rugby and a positive step forward for girl’s sport.  By the end of the
day, we had the majority of the team running in tries and defending their hearts out with tackles that would make
you cringe! They walked off the pitch with new England rugby friendship wrist bands, massive smiles and a new
found passion for rugby!

Each team were identifying players who contributed to their team the most and players who showed great
improvement over the course of the day; the TREDS Award (teamwork, respect, enjoyment, discipline and
sportsmanship). Mamie El-Marazki received the award as her true leadership skills shone through and resilience
to keep getting up! She got an England rugby scarf for her efforts.

Mrs Markham, Head of of PE

Physical Education



Art

Why not try your hand at designing the Chulmleigh College Christmas Card? 

Class chart points for each entry
Prize for the winning entry

See your card in print!



James Wilton Dance Workshop
Pupils from Year 9 and 10 were treated to
a 2-hour Dance workshop with visiting
dancer Esme Lovell of award-winning
James Wilton Dance (JWD). Esme put the
dancers through their paces, exploring
floor work, extension, connection and
through-movement before teaching a
section of repertoire from JWD's current
touring work, BACH Reimagined. Pupils did
not shy away from this challenging
choreography and performed at the end of
the session with confidence and energy.
Thank you so much to Esme for her
inspiring leadership and encouragement -
a clear advocate for future Arts careers.
Thank you also to Claire, Caroline and
Beaford Arts for providing this valuable
experience for our pupils. JWD is currently
on a UK tour and following their run at
Theatre Royal Plymouth last week, and
they are in Kings Nympton Beaford Arts for
a one-night performance TONIGHT Friday
28  November.th

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts

Expressive Arts



Unearthed Edition: Club Progress Update
Our Robot Club has made an exciting start to this year’s
Lego Robot League: Unearthed Challenge. We are
delighted to share that we have now received our brand-
new competition robot along with all the official maps
and Lego mission models. Pupils have wasted no time
diving in — lunchtimes in the IT room have become a
hive of activity, with teams carefully assembling mission
elements, testing builds, and beginning to solve the
early engineering and coding challenges.

Engagement has been fantastic. Many pupils are now
attending most days, showing real commitment and
problem-solving determination as they explore the
missions that form this year’s Unearthed theme. Their
teamwork, experimentation, and creativity are already
shining through, and we are looking forward to seeing
how their skills develop over the coming weeks.

A special thank you goes to Mr Tillings from our Tech
Department. His resourcefulness (and access to just the
right off-cuts!) has enabled us to create a sturdy,
permanent practice structure - meaning our robot
teams can test missions accurately and consistently.
This support has already made a huge difference to the
pace of our progress.

We will continue to share updates as the pupils refine
their designs, practise their runs, and prepare for
competition day. Exciting things are ahead for Robot
Club!

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer Science

Lego Robot League



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
NOVEMBER
Fri 28 Nov:
CMAC Choir Performance Exeter Cathedral
Sat 29 Nov:
Ten Tors Day Walk 3 Postponed

DECEMBER
Weds 3 Dec:
Year 9 & 10 Netball @ SMCC
Year 7 & 8 Netball @ CC
Mon 8 Dec:
LAMDA Performance Evening - Postponed
Tues 9 Dec:
Year 10 Drama Comp 1 NEA
Weds 10 Dec:
Christmas Concert
Year 8 Girls Rugby Development Day
Bideford RFC
Thurs 11 Dec: 
LAMDA Exams
Fri 19 Dec:
Christmas Church Service
Last Day of Term

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Welcome On Board!

Miss Morgan:  I am the new trainee teacher in the mathematics department. I am completing my PGCE with
Exeter University which means I live in Exeter currently, but I am originally from Swansea, Wales! The staff and
pupils have been incredibly welcoming so far, and I am looking forward to rest of my time at Chulmleigh College. 

Miss DaviesMiss Morgan Dr Leroy Miss Raistrick

Miss Raistrick: I am in my final year of becoming a PE teacher at Marjon University. On my weekends, I love to be
in or on the water either swimming or sailing. I’m passionate about all sports, but my favourites to teach are
rugby and volleyball. I am excited to be part of the Chulmleigh College community and to share my love of
physical education with you all. I am really impressed at how well behaved the pupils are here!

Dr Leroy: I am a trainee teacher and the recipient of a British Language Teacher Training Scholarship. I attended
various state schools in Guernsey and was the first in my family to go to university. As an undergraduate, I read
French and Spanish before going on to complete a Ph.D thesis on nineteenth-century representations of the
Saharan desert in text and image. The staff and pupils at Chulmleigh College have been so welcoming, and I feel
really lucky to have the opportunity to contribute to the life of the school for the next few months.

Miss Davies: I am one of the new trainee teachers at Chulmleigh this year. I will be teaching in the Geography
department, and I am very excited to get going and get to know all the students here. I have a degree in Physical
Geography from the University of Exeter, and as a part of this, I have been able to study and research a range of
geographical concepts. If you see me around, feel free to say hi!



Ignite Your Passion For Speed
by Leah Stapleton, Year 9 pupil

The trigger was pulled and the gates swung into action. Kelpie dashed to get ahead and take first place. Otto was
upon him. He was a thoroughbred. He could win this. Lots of Hippophiles were watching as tension was building.
Otto knew that everyone in their small village was watching them, so pushed Kelpie to go further and quicker. They
were third place but only had a little time. Could they do this?

It felt like the world was slowing down and trying to help them, until the world became a reality again and Kelpie
was on the floor groaning and making low, guttural noises.

Vets were already on hand by the time Kelpie’s owners arrived, but the vets had really bad news. Kelpie had a bad
fracture in one of his forelimbs and it was bad. The family would have to put Kelpie down or pay thousands of
pounds on a surgery that might not work and might cause Kelpie to never be able to race again. Emma, Kelpie’s
owner, collapsed next to Kelpie and hugged him tight, crying into his soft and silky hair. What would they do?

The theme for HT1’s Writing Challenge competition was Animals, and we had a range of excellent entries. Foxes,
spiders, dogs, cats, and birds all featured. Judging was really difficult again. 

This week the spotlight is on Year 9 pupil Leah Stapleton’s piece ‘Ignite Your Passion for Speed’. This is an exciting
idea, with an engrossing opening - beginning in the middle of the action.There is a lot of demand for stories about
animals. Look at Michael Morpurgo. I would also recommend ‘Dogs of the Deadlands’ - about dogs in Chernobyl. 

Well done Leah! 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

Creative Writing Competition
Writing Competition Winner!





Don’t for get to order your Year 11 photos by 3  December if you wish to receive free delivery to the
College.  If you have not received the link please email marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

rd

Year 11 Leavers

Tempest Year  11 Group Photo

Hoodie Shop
Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 
The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026, any orders after this
date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers


Photography Competition

Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition
page or speak to your art/photography
teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx
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by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths

Last week’s answer:



Maths



Accelerated Reader



Careers

29 November PM



Admissions

Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation
Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are
consulting on an admission policy for 2027-28. The Local Authority is
also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes through
which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new
policies which are based on policies for this year and next year and to
have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh College
Proposed Admission Policy 2027-2028  and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy Further information is here:
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements 
The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in
the same places by 15 March 2026 next year. You can comment at
schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the
school. 

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
mailto:schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk


Join Our Team

FINANCE MANAGER

Part time, permanent,

24 hours per week all year round

Grade F: £18.35 - £20.29 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 1 December 2025

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 10 December 2025

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ASSISTANT BUSINESS MANAGER

Part time, permanent,

37 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade F: £18.35 - £20.29 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 9 December 2025

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 17 December 2025

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Finance+Manager&pid=364
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Business+Manager&pid=366
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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