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It seems incredible that in two weeks time it will be the end of the Autumn Term. We have had a busy and full week at the
College but it does appear that the winter colds, viruses, flu and general lurgy are upon us. We always ask that you ensure
your child attends school unless physically unable to do so. There is always a dilemma for families when a child is ill but
coming to work or school with a cold is not uncommon. Attendance is so crucial for pupils and I was reminded by a
colleague today that pupils with 90% attendance (and 90% feels a big figure at face value) have actually missed four
weeks of education. This represents a significant gap in knowledge and understanding and pupils cannot achieve if they
do not attend. Like you, we will always look after your child when unwell – but do please send them to school unless they
are too unwell to function.

I referenced the Year 11 Mock GCSEs last week and again I write about this because the Year 11 pupils’ drive to be
successful is very clear this year particularly. I know all pupils will learn so much from this series and on the whole, we
have had great feedback from our external invigilation team. The approach of pupils has been first rate. As we progress
with the series I know that pupils are continuing to revise and work so hard – with that hard work comes great reward – it
will all pay off.

We wrote about the visit of John Laramy to the College recently. John is the Principal of Exeter College (and former pupil
of our school) and is currently working hard on the merger of Exeter College with Petroc at Barnstaple and Tiverton. I
have been following this closely and was pleased to meet John again this week at Exeter College to hear the plans he has
for post-16 education that will affect our pupils. The plans to raise standards at Petroc are truly transformational and I do
believe that there will soon be genuine choice for our pupils between Exeter and the renamed North Devon College. This
is great news for Chulmleigh pupils. Whilst I was at Exeter College this week, I saw ex-Chulmleigh pupils at every turn of
the corridors! It seemed that they were positively everywhere and it was fantastic to see familiar faces smiling and
thriving in post-16 education. The high grades secured at Chulmleigh have given them an incredible spring-board into
post-16 education. I was particularly pleased to bump into former Head Girl of Chulmleigh, Tori Higglesden (class of 2018)
who now works at the College and remembers her time with us fondly. It was great to see so many former pupils and hear
their news – if you have children who have now left the College please do share with us their news. We do genuinely love
to hear from ex-pupils and I make a point of sharing any news with all our staff.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers



BBC Spotlight - Shines a Light on Our
‘Phone-Free’ School 
On 13  November excitement rippled through Chulmleigh
College School as a BBC news team arrived to speak with Mr
Payne, and pupils Alfie Jones and Ellie Carnegie, about our
approach to mobile phone use. At Chulmleigh College we
have always held the view that mobile phones must not be
accessed during the school day. Mobile phones must always
be switched off and out of sight in school. If a mobile phone
is seen or heard it will be confiscated. This rule exists for the
safety and quality of education for everyone in our
community. 
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The full online article is below. The clip on Spotlight is
available on BBC iplayer until 10pm this evening: Spotlight -
Late News: 04/12/2025 - BBC iPlayer

BBC Spotlight

Inside schools where phones are locked away
Walk into Brannel School in the morning and you will see
teenagers locking away their phones - each device slips into
a special pouch that locks until the end of the day.
The phones stay with the pupils, but they are out of reach.
Brannel, near St Austell, Cornwall, is among a number of
schools in the South West that are clamping down on phones
due to the distractions they create.
Headteacher Tristan Muller-Forster said the system tackled
what he called "mobile fatigue".
He said: "If it's accessible in their pocket they just want to
reach for it, they don't actually know why, so the beauty of
our process here is that those mobile phones are still in their
possession, but they are locked away."
The impact is clear - one pupil said: "None of our lessons are
getting interrupted by the teachers saying put your phone
away.
"It's very good so then people can focus on their learning."
Another added: "Also like anxiety or stress, because then you
don't have to worry about loads of things. Students get to
socialise more with each other at break time and lunch."
At Chulmleigh College in Devon, the rules are even tougher.
Phones can be brought in, but they cannot be seen or heard.
Break the rule and you risk losing your phone for weeks.
One pupil said: "If you get caught on your phone, you get
detention and it gets confiscated. And then if you do it again,
it kind of gets confiscated for longer.
Another added: "It's disrupting your learning and then it's
distracting others as well."
Headteacher Neil Payne believes the policy drives success.
He said: "We know that mobile telephones are distracting for
young people, and adults for that matter, so to achieve well
and to do well and to make every lesson count, we need to
make sure that children are focused."
By John Henderson, Jonathan Morris and Briohny Williams,
South West. Published 4 December 2025

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002n3cc/spotlight-late-news-04122025
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002n3cc/spotlight-late-news-04122025
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly4yd8j1mko


Teachers Rock Event - Exeter Cathedral
On Friday, our Christmas musical performances started with 60 members of our CMAC and Year 7 Rock Choirs
singing as part of the Teachers Rock Event at a sold out Exeter Cathedral. Our singers performed a medley of
Lovely and Another Love by Tom Odell and Billie Ellish, as well as performing in numerous group items with other
schools and the Teachers Rock Choir. We now move onto our Christmas Concert on the 10  December and our
final day of the term Carol Services and Whole School Assembly performances!
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Mr Miners, Teacher of Music

As you can see from the pictures, we had a large number of pupils present at Exeter Cathedral on Friday evening
last week for the annual Teachers Rock concert. The College was the only secondary school performing at this
event and with over 60 pupils singing beautifully and with such confidence. 

Singing has been a big part of what we do in school here for a very long time and it is always wonderful to see
pupils performing. We know that singing is a fantastic way of keeping spirits high.

As always, our thanks are extended to Debbie Kent who organises the event but also to Miss Stroud and Mr
Miners who made sure our pupils sang so well. My thanks also to Mrs Morgan for supporting the event.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Music



Girls Football 
The start of the girls’ football season has arrived in
earnest, this week our U16s travelled to Park
school for their second fixture alongside our U12s
(Year 7s) who embarked on their first ever game
for Chulmleigh. 

The U16s were a changed outfit from the first
fixture. Due to the North Devon Schools being run
over combined year groups and Chulmleigh being
able to select full teams from both Year 10 and 11,
the Year 11s played the first fixture, and this game
was the turn of our Year 10s.

The girls completely dominated the game, with
Isabella Galley, stepping up age groups to play,
only required to make a few goalkeeping
interventions. The girls struck the woodwork
countless times and had the ball in their
opponents’ half for nearly the entire second half,
but apart from the one goal scored by Isla Squire
they could not find a second and succumbed 1-2
to their opponents Park, who scored with their
only shots of the game! There is a third game to
play in this series of matches before semi-finals
and finals as well as the Devon cup and the
National ESFA cup that I have entered the girls
into first time this year, so plenty more football to
come girls!

U16 North Devon League: Chulmleigh 1 (Isla
Squire) V Park 2
POTM: Lucy Budd / Tommasina Miali

The U12s who have only begin training over the
past fortnight faced two games, one against GTS
and a second against Park. The girls are very much
just finding their feet and so we very much treated
the two games as training matches, rotating
players and positions and for some getting the
opportunity to play their first ever competitive
football match. Their first opponents were an
incredibly strong GTS side, who had clearly played
prior to this occasion and had several girls that
played at academy level. The girls fought well and
never gave up, with Eliza Hooper in goal making
some outstanding saves. Their second game
against Park was a far closer tie. The girls played
some excellent football, began to find their
confidence and although they did not get to
celebrate a goal, did everything but score! They
were led superbly by their captain Macie
Stapleton, and it was clear to see the progress
they had made from their first match. Well done to 

Physical Education

all the girls for their enthusiasm, team spirit and work
ethic. There is a lot more football to play, so please be
ready for our lunchtime training session every Monday –
thank you. 

U12 North Devon League: Chulmleigh 0 V GTS 7
POTM: Eliza Hooper
U16 North Devon League: Chulmleigh 0 V Park 2
POTM: Macie Stapleton

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE



Boys’ Football Finals 
Three of our boys’ teams successfully earned their places in the North Devon Schools Cup and Plate
finals last week.

The Year 9s were up first, facing Braunton in the plate final. Having taken the lead through Charlie
Williams, they played some excellent football only to suffer heartache by conceding two very late goals.
To say the boys were devastated would be an understatement, but I am certain they will use the result
to fuel next season and their continued quest for silverware.

North Devon Plate Final: Chulmleigh 1 (Charlie Williams) V Braunton 2
MOTM: Marshall Lill

Our Year 10s were next to travel to Bideford to play South Molton, also in the plate final, but on arrival
found that their opponents had suffered a breakdown and were unable to travel. The boys were given
the victory by default, but to their credit did not want to accept and we will look to rearrange the fixture
early next term.

Finally, it was the turn of our Year 11s in the North Devon cup final. This was the boys’ final game in the
famous Chulmleigh yellow and black shirts against Ilfracombe, the reigning champions for the past four
seasons! Their opponents started strongly, but the boys never at any point conceded the game and
worked tirelessly under the floodlights to pull two goals back, one from our stand-in striker Olly
Woodman and the second from the captain, Luke Morphet. Unfortunately, this was not enough to
change the outcome of the match, a 2-5 defeat, but the boys were commented upon by our opposition
for being the best side they had played this year and took defeat with grace and dignity. 

North Devon Cup Final: Chulmleigh 2 (Olly Woodman, Luke Morphet) V Ilfracombe 5
MOTM: Finlay Raybould

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 19   Decemberth

Christmas

Pupils are invited to wear their Christmas Jumpers to school on Friday 19  December
in exchange for a £1 donation made via MyEd Shop (cash will not be accepted on the
day). Proceeds from Christmas Jumper Day will be split between donations to charity
and used to support the costs of our end of Year 11 celebrations for all families. We
are now annually fundraising for this purpose to help manage the costs of our Year 11
Leavers’ ball, Hoodies and other celebrations. 
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Christmas jumpers should be worn as an addition to standard school uniform.

Christmas Lunch
Our Christmas lunch takes place on Friday 19  December and orders may be placed
via the MyEd +Pay.  The Christmas lunch is a turkey or vegetarian option, a dessert,
and a cracker.  On this day there is no additional food available in the canteen during
break or lunchtime and therefore we ask that pupils bring in a breaktime snack and a
packed lunch should your child not be having a Christmas lunch.  Christmas lunch
may now be booked, and orders must be placed no later than Sunday 14  December
please.

th
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Pupils who are eligible for free school meals MUST also book their meal via MyEd+Pay
to make their selection.

All Christmas lunch bookings should be made via:
MyEd App > My Students > Payments > Accounts > Select: Christmas Lunch Friday
19  December 2025 > Select: Friday 19  for Meal Selections > Pay Now > Confirm >
Checkout.

th th



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
DECEMBER
Mon 8 - Thurs 18 Dec:
Year 11 mocks
LAMDA Performance Evening - Postponed
Tues 9 Dec:
Year 10 Drama Comp 1 NEA
Weds 10 Dec:
Christmas Concert
Year 8 Girls Rugby Development Day
Bideford RFC
Thurs 11 Dec: 
LAMDA Exams
Fri 19 Dec:
Christmas Church Service
Christmas Lunch
Last Day of Term

JANUARY
Tues 6 Jan:
Spring Term Begins
Sat 10 or Sun 11 Jan TBC: 
Dartmoor Discovery Day Walk 4
Mon 12 - Fri 16 Jan: 
Scholar Awards
Mon 12 Jan:
Year 11 Mock Results Day
Thurs 15 Jan:
Year 11 Parents Evening
Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jan:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 1

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

Year 11 Leavers
Hoodie Shop
Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 
The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026, any orders after this
date will not be accepted. 
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Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers






Merry Mathsmas 2025 – Year 7 
Year 7 enjoyed a lively and festive maths morning today as they took part
in our Merry Mathsmas event. Classrooms were filled with energy from
the start, and it was lovely to see pupils working together, laughing, and
stretching their thinking in new ways.

The highlight of the morning was an interactive maths Zoom session led
by Zoe Griffiths from Think Maths. Schools from across the country, both
state and private, joined in, which gave the whole session a real sense of
occasion.

Pupils tackled a mix of games, puzzles and challenges, including a festive
maths bingo that went down very well. One of the standout moments
was the folding problem, where everyone discovered that any shape with
straight edges can be cut out using just a single cut. This caused plenty of
surprised faces and some very determined folding attempts.

We would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to the PTFA for funding the
event. Their support made it possible for Year 7 to take part in such a  
memorable experience. We are also grateful to all staff who reshuffled
their lessons and rooms so the morning could run smoothly.

It was a lovely way to bring maths to life as we head towards the end of
term. The event really engaged our pupils and helped them apply their
maths skills in a very different context.

Mr Nutkins, Teacher of Maths

Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths

Last week’s answer:



Maths



Accelerated Reader



PTFA



Admissions

Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation
Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are
consulting on an admission policy for 2027-28. The Local Authority is
also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes through
which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new
policies which are based on policies for this year and next year and to
have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh College
Proposed Admission Policy 2027-2028  and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy Further information is here:
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements 
The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in
the same places by 15 March 2026 next year. You can comment at
schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the
school. 

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
mailto:schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk


Join Our Team

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, Part Time (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-L15 (£69596-73,105 pro-rata)

at Chulmleigh Academy Trust
 

 Required from April or September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 8 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 January 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ASSISTANT BUSINESS MANAGER

Part time, permanent,

37 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade F: £18.35 - £20.29 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 9 December 2025

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 17 December 2025

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=367
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Business+Manager&pid=366
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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