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As the doors on our Advent Calendars fall increasingly open – we look back on this penultimate week of term and
everything that has been achieved.

The last three weeks have been dominated by our Year 11 Mock Examinations and I have written previously about the
sense of industriousness that has come from the majority of our Year 11 pupils. Teaching staff have largely turned over
every free minute available now to provide marked work and feedback and for Year 11. This is where we will form a very
clear picture of what pupils need to do to hit and exceed their target grades. I know pupils have felt the pressure of this
mock series but I also know they have grown from it. I spent assembly time with Year 11 on Monday talking about what is
to come and we are now well and truly on the home straight to GCSE exams and the end of their schooling at Chulmleigh.
Five years does really pass in a flash.

Elsewhere this week our Christmas concert was a predictable highlight with remarkable work from pupils across the year
groups. It was also absolutely charming and wonderful for Mrs Wright to attend the concert with two of her pupils from
Lapford Primary School. Our Trust of 4 schools is all about community and working together for the common good and it
was simply wonderful to have musicians from Lapford School front and centre at our concert. The standard generally
seems to get higher and higher each year and the CMAC choir of 2025/26 is a magnificent 60 pupils strong. There were
too many pupils who were exceptional to mention but I am so grateful to them and also to the staff who gave up their
time to perform in the orchestra. The Christmas themed second half really did signify that Christmas is here!

Finally, you may have seen our press releases that we had a pleasant surprise at the beginning of the week with
Chulmleigh College named 15  best 11-16 school nationally by the Sunday Times Parent Power League Table. We have
been a great school for many, many years but it is quite wonderful to see that recognition in a national publication such
as the Sunday Times. This accolade really belongs to the pupils and staff at the school over the last few years and also is
thanks to the steadfast support for our model of education we receive from parents.
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Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers



Year 11 Fundraiser



Christmas Concert
We were delighted to hold our Christmas Music Concert this week and hear what our very talented group of
school musicians have been working on this term. The concert was split into two halves with the first half
featuring our College Choir singing a beautiful arrangement of Hold Back The River. Some of our pupils
showcased individual items which they have been working on and a particular mention must go to some of our
Year 7 musicians who had the courage and skill to perform solo pieces in their very first Chulmleigh Music
Concert. 

The second half allowed us to turn our attentions to Christmas and we had a large variety of Christmas classics
being played by all our different ensembles, from White Christmas and Jingle Bells, to more modern hits such as
All I Want For Christmas Is You.

A huge well done to all our talented music pupils who put on a great end of term festive show, helped out by our
PTFA who had parents queuing up for mulled wine, mince pies and hot chocolate!

Mr Miners, Teacher of Music

Music



Cakes Worth Talking About: Year 9's Creative Triumph 
This term our talented Year 9 pupils rolled up their sleeves, switched on their creativity, and produced a
stunning range of novelty cakes - each one designed with the ambition of sitting proudly on supermarket
shelves. From playful animal characters to colourful Christmas cakes, the pupils worked through every step of
the professional design process.

They began by researching current food trends and popular retail products, then sketched their own unique
ideas before bringing them to life in the kitchen. 

The results were nothing short of impressive. Carefully shaped sponges, vibrant icing, and imaginative
decorations showed not only technical skill but real creative flair.

Teachers and pupils alike were amazed by the originality and high standard of the finished cakes. Many looked
ready for commercial packaging, complete with eye-catching themes that would tempt any shopper.

The project was more than just baking - it encouraged problem-solving, teamwork, and pride in craftsmanship.
Year 9 should feel incredibly proud of what they achieved. Their novelty cakes proved that with passion and
practice, even young designers can create products fit for the real world.

A huge well done to all involved!

Miss Talbot, Food and Nutrition Technician

Food & Nutrition



Festive Christmas Bake Off! 
Pupils from across the College impressed us once again with their creativity and culinary skills in this year’s
annual Christmas Bake Off. From festive cakes to imaginative holiday treats, each entry showcased amazing
effort and Christmas spirit. We are so proud of everyone who took part and helped make the competition so
much fun. It was a display of fantastic display of delicious festive delights! Congratulations to Ollie Murphy for
taking first place with his incredible gingerbread house.

Miss Gower, Teacher of Food and Nutrition

Food & Nutrition



U9 – U12 Rugby Union Concussion & Brain Health Project 
Chulmleigh College had the pleasure of hosting Wayne Reed into school with several of the Year 7 rugby team.
He works for England Rugby who are working on a joint project with the other home unions (Ireland, Scotland,
and Wales) to create fun, age-appropriate resources that help children aged 8–12 understand brain health and
concussion in rugby. To make these resources truly effective, we want to hear from children themselves, gaining
their insights, ideas, and understanding of what works and what makes sense.

Although the risk of concussion in these age groups is very low, we believe education at this stage is essential for
building awareness and developing safe habits early. By teaching children, parents, and coaches what
concussion is, how to recognise symptoms, and why proper recovery matters, we aim to create a strong
foundation for lifelong player welfare in rugby.

This session included a series of classroom-based activities designed to allow children to share their thoughts
and feedback on concepts and ideas, helping us co-design these resources.

If you have any questions about the project, please feel free to contact:

Rachel Faull-Brown (England Rugby, Player Welfare Manager)
 Email: rachelfaull-brown@rfu.com
Dr Stephanie Adams (Lead Consultant, ConcussED)
 Email: stephanie@concussioneducation.co.uk

Together, we can make rugby safer and smarter for young players!

Physical Education

mailto:rachelfaull-brown@rfu.com
mailto:stephanie@concussioneducation.co.uk


Devon Cross Country Championships
On Sunday 7  December Year 10 pupil, Sophie Casavieille-Lacaze, competed in the Devon Cross Country
Championships. She faced a very strong field, running alongside top athletes from both Devon and
Cornwall in the 3.5km race. Despite the extremely muddy conditions, she put in an impressive performance
and maintained a positive attitude throughout, securing a fantastic 10  place for Devon.

th
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Well done Sophie!

Cross Country



Thank You Mr Cockram!
Every year Mr Cockram, from Chulmleigh Hill Christmas Trees,
kindly donates a beautiful Christmas tree to the College. It
always takes pride of place by the flag pole, at the centre of
the College grounds, and adds to the excitement of the festive
season. We would like to express our heart felt thanks to Mr
Cockram for this generous gift that is enjoyed by the whole of
our College community.

Christmas Card Competition Winners
This year’s Christmas card competition brought out
exceptional creativity, and our two winning pupils proudly
showcased their designs beside the College Christmas tree.

The winning design is by Year 9 pupil, Ruby Chanter, featuring
a striking hand-drawn deer surrounded by winter foliage,
offering a warm and elegant interpretation of Christmas.

Second prize goes to  Year 8 pupil, Calley Fletcher, who has
created a vibrant, multi-panel design  to illustrate the 12 days
of Christmas. Calley’s design is full of colour and detail,  
capturing the lively spirit of the season. 

Both pupils demonstrated outstanding artistic skill and
originality. Their work will help spread festive joy throughout
the College community, and we congratulate them on their
well-deserved success.

Well done!

Christmas



Christmas



Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 19   Decemberth

Christmas

Pupils are invited to wear their Christmas
Jumpers to school on Friday 19
December in exchange for a £1 donation
made via MyEd Shop (cash will not be
accepted on the day). Proceeds from
Christmas Jumper Day will be split
between donations to charity and used to
support the costs of our end of Year 11
celebrations for all families. We are now
annually fundraising for this purpose to
help manage the costs of our Year 11
Leavers’ ball, Hoodies and other
celebrations. 

th

Christmas jumpers should be worn as an
addition to standard school uniform.

Christmas Lunch
Our Christmas lunch takes place on Friday
19  December and orders may be placed
via the MyEd +Pay.  The Christmas lunch is
a turkey or vegetarian option, a dessert,
and a cracker.  On this day there is no
additional food available in the canteen
during break or lunchtime and therefore
we ask that pupils bring in a breaktime
snack and a packed lunch should your
child not be having a Christmas lunch.  
Christmas lunch may now be booked, and
orders must be placed no later than
Sunday 14  December please.

th
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Pupils who are eligible for free school
meals MUST also book their meal via
MyEd+Pay to make their selection.

All Christmas lunch bookings should be
made via:
MyEd App > My Students > Payments >
Accounts > Select: Christmas Lunch Friday
19  December 2025 > Select: Friday 19
for Meal Selections > Pay Now > Confirm >
Checkout.

th th



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
DECEMBER
Mon 15 - Thurs 18 Dec:
Year 11 mocks
Fri 19 Dec:
Christmas Church Service
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Jumper Day 
Sweet Sale £1 cash
Last Day of Term

JANUARY
Tues 6 Jan:
Spring Term Begins
Sat 10 or Sun 11 Jan TBC: 
Dartmoor Discovery Day Walk 4
Mon 12 - Fri 16 Jan: 
Scholar Awards
Mon 12 Jan:
Year 11 Mock Results Day
Thurs 15 Jan:
Year 11 Parents Evening
Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jan:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 1

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Thurs 12 Feb:
Immunisation Team - Year 9
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb: 
Half Term

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

Year 11 Leavers
Hoodie Shop
Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 
The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026, any orders after this
date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers






by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths

Last week’s answer:



Accelerated Reader



PTFA



Careers



Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation
Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are
consulting on an admission policy for 2027-28. The Local Authority is
also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes through
which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new
policies which are based on policies for this year and next year and to
have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh College
Proposed Admission Policy 2027-2028  and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy Further information is here:
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements 
The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in
the same places by 15 March 2026 next year. You can comment at
schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the
school. 

Admissions

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
mailto:schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk


Join Our Team

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, Part Time (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-L15 (£69596-73,105 pro-rata)

at Chulmleigh Academy Trust
 

 Required from April or September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 8 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 January 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

CATERING ASSISTANT

Part time, permanent,

10 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade A: £12.65 per hour

at Lapford Primary School
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 6 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 14 January 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=367
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Catering+Assistant+at+Lapford+Primary+School&pid=368
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Ivor Marsh Library
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