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RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

As we bring you the final Optime of 2025 we reflect on the first full term of this academic year with such pride. It has been
a busy term but a fantastic one and I know everyone is looking forward to the Christmas holiday to recharge their
batteries.

You will see in this edition of Optime we have a link to a podcast produced by Alice and Daisy in Year 10 – Chatty Chulms.
The creativity, energy and verve of our pupils never ceases to impress me and my huge congratulations to them on taking
their concept to a reality. Lots of ideas never go anywhere, those that do are from people with drive and determination. I
look forward to many more editions of Chatty Chulms.

The culmination of our final week of the Autumn Term, as always, has been the Christmas celebrations at the College and
today has been a truly wonderful day of carols at the church, Christmas lunch and then our final assembly of the year. It
is a source of pride for all of us at the college that pupils fully engage in activities academic and enriching. I often remark
that the busiest pupils are the happiest and a commitment to attending school every day, getting involved and playing a
role in our community is key here. I hope you enjoy the photos from the day and I must record my thanks to everyone who
has made today such a wonderful final school day of 2025.

As our attention now turns to Christmas and a well-deserved break, I would like to extend my thanks to staff, parents and
pupils who have made my first term as Headteacher so enjoyable. I have always enjoyed working with you all at this
school and I am excited for the Spring Term and the opportunities it brings. There is a great deal to look forward to – I
know our Year 11 are destined for another great year of exam results.

I wish you all compliments of the season, enjoy your time with your families and friends and we look forward to seeing
pupils on January 6  at 08.40 – 2026.th

Happy Christmas

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers



Coming Soon!
Kenya July 2027!

Watch this space....

Kenya - July 2027



Thank you & Goodbye

Farewell Mr Gilson 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Mr Gilson, who after 42 years of driving Chulmeigh pupils to
and from the College, today set off on his last journey with our pupils on board. We wish him well with
whatever his future plans may bring, and a well earned rest!



Christmas Carol Service



Thank you
We were delighted to hold our Christmas Music Concert
A huge thank you to Mrs Whitely and her team who put
on an delicious Christmas Lunch today, and as the
smiling faces show, was much appreciated by our
pupils.

Christmas Lunch



Christmas Lunch



Introducing ChattyChulms Podcast 
Year 10 pupils, Daisy Bennett and Alice Miners, have set the wheels in motion to bring Chulmleigh College
pupils a half-termly podcast, featuring interviews with members of staff and pupils, including ‘A Moment of
Payne’. Daisy and Alice had the idea at the beginning of term and have worked hard to get it off the ground.
They have had to learn how to record, and edit, and realise that there is an art to keeping the conversation
flowing!

Audio is a great medium to work in, and it is an area that the Daisy and Alice felt would be popular with fellow
pupils. If you have suggestions about topics you would like Daisy and Alice to cover in ChattyChulms, or if you
have done done something worthwhile, in or out of school, pupils or staff, that you feel may inspire or
encourage others, then please drop us an email: Chattychulms@catmail.org.

To listen to our very first podcast please follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/3mdaft4m

ChattyChulms

https://tinyurl.com/3mdaft4m


Year 10 Boys’ Football – ESFA Round 3 v LeAF Studio (Poole)
That we managed to play at all is an achievement in its own right, the weather did its best to cancel the final
football fixture of the term with the home pitch option called off late Sunday evening and competition rules
putting pay to the second venue, the sand based astro at Exeter University. Luckily, we were able through local
contacts to source the 3G pitch at the Exeter City training ground, so it was there that the Year 10 football
team drove in biblical rain to test themselves against the strongest opposition they had faced to date, LeAF
Sports and Performance Academy from Poole in Dorset. 

The game started in horizontal driving rain, and it was our opponents who seemed to adapt to the conditions
and size of playing surface better, by half time Chulmleigh found themselves 0-2 down. But this Chulmleigh
side never know when they are beaten, and they started the second half much the better team. Ted Pannet
was causing their right back some serious questions with his ball at feet and Oscar Prince took his chance well
with a clinical finish to pull one goal back. This gave the boys the confidence to begin to match the physicality
of their opponents and from a series of corners won by the battling Hayden Richardson-Miller, the ball was
eventually kicked over the line by the captain himself, Henry Taylor. The scoreline remained the same at full
time and so one additional half of 10 minutes was to be played. The game was very evenly balanced, with both
sides playing as attacking football as they could with tired legs, but sadly it was LeAF Studio who scored a very
late winner and with it came the end of a very eventful national cup run for the Year 10 team, the furthest a
Chulmleigh side had ever reached. The boys have one more game to play before the season draws to a close,
the rearranged North Devon plate final against South Molton which we are hoping to fulfil at home after the
Christmas break. 

ESFA Round 3: Chulmleigh 2 (Oscar Prince, Henry Taylor) V LeAF Studio 3
MOTM: Ted Pannett

Mr Harrison, Teacher of Physical Education

Physical Education



Christmas



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
JANUARY
Tues 6 Jan:
Spring Term Begins
Sat 10 or Sun 11 Jan TBC: 
Dartmoor Discovery Day Walk 4
Mon 12 - Fri 16 Jan: 
Scholar Awards
Mon 12 Jan:
Year 11 Mock Results Day
Thurs 15 Jan:
Year 11 Parents Evening
Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jan:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 1

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Thurs 12 Feb:
Immunisation Team - Year 9
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb: 
Half Term

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Accelerated Reader



Competition Time



Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

Year 11 Leavers
Hoodie Shop
Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 
The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026, any orders after this
date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers






Careers



Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation
Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are
consulting on an admission policy for 2027-28. The Local Authority is
also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes through
which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new
policies which are based on policies for this year and next year and to
have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh College
Proposed Admission Policy 2027-2028  and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy Further information is here:
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements 
The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in
the same places by 15 March 2026 next year. You can comment at
schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the
school. 

Admissions

https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
https://www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/52BD973633987D122C4ABF0ECEDB1E79.pdf
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements
mailto:schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk


Join Our Team

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, Part Time (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-L15 (£69596-73,105 pro-rata)

at Chulmleigh Academy Trust
 

 Required from April or September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 8 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 January 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

CATERING ASSISTANT

Part time, permanent,

10 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade A: £12.65 per hour

at Lapford Primary School
 

 Required from January 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 6 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 14 January 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=367
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Catering+Assistant+at+Lapford+Primary+School&pid=368
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Ivor Marsh Library



CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars








