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Term is well and truly under way and in full swing, it has been a wonderfully busy week here at the College.

I wrote about Year 11 Mock Results Week previously and following that we have had a very full and positive Year 11
Parents’ Evening. It is always quite a moment when we have this college event. Parents have an opportunity for some final
words with their child’s teachers and in some cases, this may be the last occasion we see parents we have worked with for
so long. As we make our way through the Year 11 milestones between now and their leaving in June I feel nothing but
optimism regarding how well they will do.

Week 2 in a half term sees my usual run of Scholar Assemblies – awarding certificates and badges to those who have put
in most effort in the previous half term. I can see competition for these awards increasing in every year group and the
standard is higher than ever. One of my challenges to our pupils is that they wear their awards with pride and continue to
focus on maximum effort. The path to success is a hard one at times but every day I see the self-confidence and personal
growth that comes from achieving and accomplishment. It has been a real highlight for me to run these assemblies this
week.

Elsewhere this week our Year 10 Art and Textiles pupils had a successful trip to Exeter as part of their course. My thanks
to Mrs Lawrence and Mr Tomlin for organising this. We had a very well attended information evening regarding our
forthcoming Work Experience week for Year 10 pupils and it has been great to hear the plans they have. It is going to be a
great week. Meanwhile, some of our Year 10 pupils gained their first taste of public examinations as they sat Level 1
Functional Skills tests – I was very impressed by their attitude and approach. Finally, we had a number of pupils out on
sports fixtures, which you can read about elsewhere on these pages. At the same time lessons continue in our calm and
purposeful manner and as much as we celebrate and recognise the events through the week, so much work goes into
every single lesson that we teach to keep our college running so well and so much goes on behind the scenes in a school
with so many moving parts. A school in session really is a fantastic thing.

Have a great week.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers





Theatrical Techniques - Year 9
Year 9 have started a new devising project, learning about theatrical techniques from Bertolt Brecht whose main
aim was to challenge his audience into action. Brecht was a German practitioner and playwright who lived through
both World Wars and used theatre to motivate his audiences into social and political change. We are using the
tragic Hillsborough Disaster of 1989 with Liverpool FC as our starting point to devising pieces of theatre. Classes
have responded sensitively and creatively, using non-naturalistic ways to challenge their audiences. It will be
exciting to see how these pieces progress as we move through the term.

'Art is not a mirror held up to reality but a hammer with which to shape it' - Bertolt Brecht

Drama

Trestle Masks - Year 8
Year 8 have commenced HT3 with a project using Trestle masks. These masks are a great resource, offering pupils
the opportunity to further explore the way their body language and gesture tells a story. Pupils have enjoyed
'winding up' the masks, getting to know their emotions and portraying these characters from behind the mask. A
great physical exercise in character!

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts



Fresh, Affordable and Healthy: Year 7 Gets Cooking!
This term, Year 7 pupils have been getting hands-on in Food Technology lessons by exploring fruit, vegetables and
healthy, affordable meals made using a range of ingredients.

Pupils have been learning why fruit and vegetables are so important for a balanced diet. From colourful peppers
and crunchy carrots to juicy tomatoes and seasonal fruits, pupils have discovered how eating a variety of fresh
produce helps keep our bodies healthy, energised and ready to learn.

A key focus of the topic has been affordable cooking. Year 7 pupils are learning that healthy food does not have to
be expensive. By planning simple meals and choosing seasonal, local ingredients, they are developing skills that
will help them make smart food choices at home and in the future.

Using locally sourced ingredients has also helped pupils understand where their food comes from. They have
discussed how buying local supports farmers, reduces food miles and is better for the environment. This has
encouraged pupils to think more carefully about sustainability and reducing waste.

In practical lessons, pupils have prepared a range of healthy dishes such as vegetable chilli, savoury rice, and
pasta salad, developing important life skills such as chopping safely, following recipes and working as part of a
team. Most importantly, they have gained confidence in the kitchen and enthusiasm for trying new foods.

The Year 7 food curriculum is not just about cooking — it’s about building healthy habits for life. Well done to all
our Year 7 pupils for their hard work, creativity and growing love of fresh, nutritious food!

Mrs Jones, Head of Creative Technologies

Food & Nutrition
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Army Cadets Okehampton, 
Cadet of the Year 2025 - Sebastian
Kell
The College is delighted to congratulate
Sebastien Kell on being awarded Cadet of the
Year, a well-deserved recognition of his
commitment, enthusiasm, and outstanding
contribution to the Army Cadet Force.

Sebastien has been part of the cadets for just
over a year, yet in that short time he has fully
embraced every opportunity available to him.
He has shown real dedication in learning a wide
range of military skills, attending summer
camp, and actively taking part in activities such
as drill, fieldcraft days, night ambush exercises,
scouting, and air rifle training. His willingness to
step forward, learn new skills, and challenge
himself has been evident throughout his cadet
journey.

Beyond the practical skills, Sebastian has also
made the most of the social side of cadets,
building strong friendships and contributing
positively to the team spirit of the detachment.
His conduct, reliability, and enthusiasm reflect
the core values of the cadets and sets an
excellent example to others.

This award recognises not only Sebastian’s
achievements over the past year, but also his
positive attitude and potential for the future.
The College community is extremely proud of
his success and looks forward to seeing what he
accomplishes next.

Extra Curricular



We were pleased to welcome Councillors Cottle-Hunkins and Bell to the College on Tuesday to talk about our
library provision.

Chulmleigh College has hosted the Chulmleigh public library since 1978 within its buildings. It is an example of a
rich partnership that sees a dual library provision which allows our pupils to access the vast quantity of books in
the Devon collection but also the public to have a permanent library presence here in Chulmleigh that would not
be possible without the support of Chulmleigh Academy Trust and its staff.

The County Councillors were interested to learn about this provision, which mutually benefits the community and
the pupils at our schools. It was agreed that this could be a template which could be applied elsewhere to the
benefit of communities and schools alike. 

Devon County Council are requesting people to participate in a consultation on Devon libraries. We would be
particularly grateful if there were responses that support the importance of the continued partnership of the
school here and Devon Libraries. Please follow this link to submit your response: 
https://tinyurl.com/35xhw2hw

Ivor Marsh Library



Creative Writing Competition HT2 Winners - Cold Tales For Cold Nights!
Last half term’s Creative Writing Competition theme was Gothic and I have had plenty of entries to sink my
teeth into… This week the spotlight is on runner up, Ismay Thompson, with a darkly atmospheric story true
to genre. Ismay begins with a truly gothic opening, laden with so many of the conventions and features of
this genre. Another really strong entry from Ismay - well done!

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

The Family Gallery 
by Ismay Thompson, Year 7

She ran down the cobbled bridge, her small bare feet splashing the puddles soundlessly. Each step
seemed to take a great effort as her hair was plastered to her head, dropping down her arched back
in thick, white snakes. Occasionally, now and then, her bright blue eyes would flicker up towards the
bruised sky that seemed to have an unlimited supply of rain it would unleash upon her frail, shaking
body.

I saw her run up to the unlocked door, creep inside, and take a lit torch from the wall. Looking
around, her eyes caught on a gargoyle, staring directly down at her. A drop of condensation fell from
its bloodied fangs, landing on her chin. She flinched, and her white snakes hissed, almost with a
mind of their own. 

She fiddled a little with the inner door, and stepped into a hallway full of portraits.

A young woman dressed finely in embroidered satin stared blankly at a painting of a fat admiral
from the confines of her oil canvas. The girl’s stolen torch flickered for a split second, and when the
flame came back to life, the lady was looking down at her. Slow, heavy black tears dripped down her
Pre-Raphaelite face. The white haired child reached out, warm fingers brushing the art work,
coming away with half dried blood. She seemed to suppress shivers, perhaps thinking about
something, as her brow was furrowed in concentration.

A loud clack sounded from behind her. Turning on her slender heels, the girl saw the painting behind
her had fallen, revealing a hidden witches’ star. It had been fashioned with nails and thin white
thread, almost invisible against the cream coloured wall. In the middle, a word was written in
spidery black ink - necromancy. Dropping the torch, which sputtered out on the wet stone floor, she
ran into a small side-room. 

Fresh paintings hung on the walls, and they all cried black tears. Looking up at them, they showed
no sorrow, but rather smiled benevolently, bearing their long teeth. The room was shaped oddly, a
little like a rounded hexagon. A prickling feeling crept along her skull as she slowly looked upwards.
There, pinned on the ceiling, was a doll, it’s chest secured by a carving knife.

She heard a soft whine from behind her, and spun around, and found her eyes locked with her
father.
 

Creative Writing



Write for Distinctly Winkleigh
What is it really like to be young in our locality today? How easy is it
to get where you need to go? What role do smartphones and social
media play in your life – for better or worse? And what do you think
adults often misunderstand about your generation? 

Distinctly Winkleigh, a local community newsletter, wants to hear
your side of the story.

We are keen to give younger people a space to share their views,
experiences and ideas, and we would love pupils from Chulmleigh
College to get involved. This could take the form of a short article
on themes that matter to you – such as transport (or the lack of it),
education, mental health, social media, friendships, or life in a rural
community.

Should you enjoy writing and want your voice heard, we are looking
for  pupil contributors who would like to write a 500–750 word
article on a topic of their own choosing. This is a great opportunity
to express your opinions, develop your writing skills, and see your
work published in a real magazine read by people across the
community.

You don’t need to be a “professional writer” – just honest,
thoughtful, and willing to share your perspective. Whether your
article is serious, creative, reflective or challenging, what matters
most is that it’s your voice.

We would be especially excited to include pupil contributions in
our Spring issue, so now is the perfect time to get involved.

This is your chance to speak up, be heard, and help shape the
conversation in your community. Why not give it a go?

Please email your contributions to Mr Garrett by Monday 23
February.

rd

Creative Writing



Chance to get published in The Guardian!
I received a WhatsApp message from my friend and ex-Head of English at Chulmleigh College, Ms Cheetham,
over Christmas. She mentioned a Creative Writing competition that our pupils may be interested in. I checked
it out and it looks intriguing. 

For those of you who remember Ms Cheetham, you won’t be surprised that it would have been her who
spotted this, since she was always an avid Guardian reader as well as a non-fiction guru! It is touching to know
that she is still thinking of literacy opportunities for our pupils even after she’s retired! 

Come to Creative Writing Club (Tuesday lunchtimes) if you want a tip for how to get started, but here’s the
process for getting your entry in by the deadline, which is 2  February: nd

Step 1 – Go out one day to where there is some nature. It could be your local woods or beach, garden, farm, or
simply the nearest park.

Step 2 – Write an article of 200-250 words telling us what you saw and what happened.
Step 3 – Get your folks at home to send the article to us using the form on The Guardian site – they ask that
parents or guardians do this for you:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

Creative Writing

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
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CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
JANUARY
Tues 20 Jan:
Year 7 & Year 8  Rugby v Ilfracombe @ CC
Weds 21 Jan:
U16s Girls Football @ Bideford
Year 10 Rugby @ Ilfracombe
Thurs 22 Jan:
Year 9 Rugby @ Ilfracombe
Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jan:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 1
Tues 27 Jan:
Year 7 Netball League  - Park School
Years 7 and 10 Rugby v SMCC @ CC
Weds 28 Jan: 
U14s Girls Football @ Bideford
Year 8 Rugby @ SMCC
Thurs 29 Jan: 
Year 9 Rugby @ SMCC

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Tues 3 Feb:
U13 A & B Netball Tournament @ Park
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Tues 10 Feb:
Year 7 Netball League @ Park
Years 7 & 8 Rugby Home v GTS
Weds 11 Feb: 
U14s & U 16s Girls Rugby Home
Year 9 Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 12 Feb: 
Year 9 - Immunisation Team
Year 10 Rugby @ GTS

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Year 11 Fundraiser



Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

Year 11 Leavers
Hoodie Shop
Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 
The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026, any orders after this
date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers


Christmas Service - Remember the Quote
Competition

Well done to the winners of the ‘Christmas Service
remember the quotes’ competition.

Chloe Hale-Sanders, Edith Seabridge and Faith
Peacock successfully remembered all three:

‘It’s now o’clock’ Mr Payne
‘In the breath I am in the moment’ Buddhist saying
‘All we have to do is decide what to do with the time
given to us’ JRR Tolkien 

Well done to the others who have approached me
with one of the quotes, but alas there can only be
one winner, or three in this case!

Mrs Eaton, Teacher of History & Religious Studies



PTFA



Careers



Join Our Team

2x TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

Temporary, part time,

30 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 3 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

GOVERNANCE PROFESSIONAL

Permanent, Part Time 

25 Hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

Grade E: £15.82 - £17.47 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required February/March 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 29 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 5 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT & EXPRESSIVE ARTS TECHNICIAN

Temporary, part time,

30 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 3 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  or

PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

2 x Permanent, Part Time roles

Grade D: £13.90 - £14.82 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 2 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=372
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Governance+Professional&pid=373
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant+%26amp%3B+Expressive+Arts+Technician&pid=371
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Personnel+and+Administrative+Officer&pid=370
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library








