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OPTIME

Year 10 Collaborative Art Workshop 

23 January 2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

January is always a difficult month weather wise and at the end of a particularly wet and windy week I am sure we are all
now counting the days until the spring comes and blue skies beckon. It is always heartening to see snowdrops appearing,
one of those first signs that the brighter days ahead are not too far away.

Our Ten Tors first camp and the Cross Country Event have both fallen victim to the weather this weekend. I hope we can
see these events rearranged soon and thank parents and families for bearing with us. The number of pupils taking part in
outdoor education continues to be impressive. This is a real testament to the ambition of our pupils and their families and
made possible by a small army of volunteers who so freely and happily give up their free time to enable this opportunity.

I would like to congratulate our Year 9 Geography Quiz Team, who competed at the annual Geographical Association
event at The Maynard School in Exeter this week. Thank you to Annemiek, Tallie and Amelie for taking part and to Mrs
Payne for arranging. Chulmleigh came a very respectable 4  out of 12 teams and impressed throughout. th

I have sent a letter with a few school reminders this week - I hope this is helpful. Year 7 parents will also be receiving a
letter regarding our Year 7 Examination Week, which starts on February 2nd and I and really looking forward to learning
how our youngest group are progressing this year and seeing them in their first taste of formal examination. 

I wish you all a restful (and dry) weekend.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,



Year 10 Art and Textiles trip to the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum 
Last week 30 Year 10 Art and Textiles pupils
enjoyed a wonderfully inspiring visit to the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum. Throughout the
morning, they explored the museum’s rich and
varied collections, closely observing natural
forms, textures, and patterns. From intricate
fossils to beautifully detailed botanical
specimens, pupils produced thoughtful and
expressive observational drawings which
reflected their curiosity and attention to detail.

In the afternoon, they returned to school for a
collaborative workshop where teamwork and
creativity took centre stage. Working in groups,
pupils transformed their morning sketches into
ambitious mixed‑media artworks, combining
visual elements and techniques inspired
directly by their discoveries at the museum.
The collaborative pieces they produced were
imaginative and dynamic, highlighting their
ability to develop ideas, experiment with
materials, refine their ideas, and present a
meaningful outcome.

Mrs Lawrence, Teacher of Art and DT

Art



Daisy Bennett interviews Daniel
Rhodes, Deputy Head Boy
Daisy: Can you tell us a bit about yourself and
why you decided to apply for a Year 11 leadership
role at Chulmleigh College?
Daniel: When I first joined Chulmleigh College it
was during Covid-19, which was quite difficult
because I was separated from many of my family
members and friends from my previous school.
During that time, I focused more on myself and
worked on building my confidence, which is one
of the reasons I wanted to apply for deputy head
boy.
Daisy: How did you build your confidence during
that time?
Daniel: I joined the cadets, which taught me a lot
about life skills, determination and loyalty. I’ve
been part of the cadets for around four and a half
years now and I’ve earned many awards that I’m
very proud of.
Daisy: Do you think Chulmleigh College helps
pupils discover new interests and hobbies?
Daniel: Definitely. There are a wide variety of
lunch clubs and extra-curricular activities. Ten
Tors and DofE are great things to get involved
with and offer similar opportunities to some of
the things we do at cadets. Many teachers help to
guide pupils into trying out different activities,
and if you enjoy a subject, there’s usually
something linked to it that you can take up as a
hobby.
Daisy: What subjects have you enjoyed most at
school?
Daniel: When I was younger, I enjoyed a few
subjects, but my favourite was science because it
was fun. That has changed quite a lot now — my
favourite subject is French, and I got a grade 9 in
my mocks. I also enjoy geography, triple science
and maths, so I chose them as my options. My
teachers were very supportive and helped me a
lot with revising for my mocks.
Daisy: How did you prepare for your mock
exams?
Daniel: I revised at the start of lessons and during
silent study. I worked out which topics I needed
more practice on and focused on those areas.

Pupil Spotlight

Daisy: What has becoming Deputy Head Boy
taught you?
Daniel: Becoming Deputy Head Boy has taught
me a lot. It has helped me to gain confidence with
public speaking and believe more in myself.
Knowing that I am representing Chulmleigh
College has also made me work harder.
Daisy: Finally, what advice would you give to
younger pupils?
Daniel: You should work hard in school and don’t
hold back. You can achieve as much as you want
in life if you put the effort in.



LEGO League: Full Speed Ahead
Our LEGO League team is now firmly in the build-up phase as the
competition draws closer, and there is a real sense of momentum
across the group. What began earlier in the year with unpacking
robots, learning missions, and setting up practice tables has grown
into a focused, energetic team effort — and the pupils are thriving.

Most lunchtimes now see the IT room buzzing with activity as our
programmers put in extra time to hone their skills. Debugging code,
refining movement sequences, and solving stubborn problems have
become part of the daily routine. It has been fantastic to see pupils
willingly give up their free time to collaborate, test ideas, and
persevere when things don’t work first time. These sessions are
where real learning happens: resilience, teamwork, logical thinking,
and the confidence to try again.

Alongside the programming, our research team has been diving
deep into this year’s LEGO League theme, which explores how
archaeologists use technology to uncover and understand the past.
Pupils have been investigating modern tools such as ground-
penetrating radar, drones, 3D scanning, and AI-assisted analysis,
learning how technology is transforming archaeological work around
the world. Even more exciting has been their creativity when
imagining the future — from autonomous exploration devices to
advanced data-visualisation tools that could allow archaeologists to
“see” ancient sites before a single spade enters the ground.

As competition day approaches, the sense of anticipation is growing.
The team is now focused on refining their robot runs, sharpening
their presentations, and pulling everything together for the big day.
There is a wonderful mix of excitement and determination as pupils
realise just how far they have come and what they are capable of
achieving.

We would also like to offer our sincere and heartfelt thanks to the
companies whose generous support has made this opportunity
possible. MKH Tractor & Machinery Parts, Holcim, and Forage Wagon
have provided vital donations that have supported both the
purchase of equipment and our access to the competition itself.
Their backing has had a direct and meaningful impact on our pupils,
enabling them to engage with high-quality STEM experiences that
inspire curiosity, ambition, and problem-solving skills. We are
incredibly grateful for their commitment to supporting young
people and education.

The LEGO League journey is about far more than robots. It is about
confidence, collaboration, creativity, and preparing pupils for a
future where technology and teamwork go hand in hand. We are
immensely proud of the dedication our team has shown so far and
can’t wait to see them rise to the challenge on competition day.

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer Science

Lego League



Normandy - July 2027

Normandy
Experience
July 2027

Open to our current 
Year 7 pupils

More details
to follow  -
watch this

space!



Animal Care

Stick Insects Requiring a Loving Home!
As part of our animal care course we keep Indian
(Carausius morosus) and Black Beauty (Peruphasma
schultei) stick insects. We have had great success
with them and currently have an excess of stick
insects, so we can offer some of them free to a good
home. 

They are easy to care for and fascinating little
creatures. The Indian stick insects can eat Ivy,
bramble and privet among other things, the black
beauty stick insects eat Privet, honeysuckle, lilac and
Japanese laurel.  They will need a small
tank/enclosure from about 1 foot high. Parents and
careers can email JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk for
further information.

Mr King, Senior Science Technician

mailto:JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk/


Sicily - July 2027



Accelerated Reader



Creative Writing Competition HT2 Winners - Cold Tales For Cold Nights!
Last half term’s Creative Writing Competition theme was Gothic and I have had plenty of entries to sink my
teeth into… This week the spotlight is on runner up, Louie Friggens, who wrote a gory horror short story with
a macabre ending. Well done Louie!

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

The Silencer

by Louie Friggens, Year 7

It all started on a wispy cold evening at West Mason Town in Wales 16  May 1862. The breeze was shifting over the valley like a

gas released in a compact room. As the sorrowful children ran across the pavement slabs of West Mason Road, the drains let

out an eerie rattle of death. The children of West Mason Town felt a shiver down their spines as a creak spat out of a door on the

left of the dusty clay road. The infants started a challenging pace as they picked up speed with their little legs as one of the

juveniles skipped down the left side of the alley of houses, not knowing what was occurring, the boy was suddenly snatched from

the deafening door that creaked a couple minutes ago.

th

Here, the people of West Mason were never to be seen again as they looked intriguingly out of their shutters with awe as blood

oozed out of the closed wooden door, then all of a sudden the petrifying thing was lurching out of that one door on the left side

of West Mason Town Road with the dead being hanging out its colossal jaws as it scrutinised the people with red beaming eyes of

death and anger. The monstrous alien strode toward the living beings (well at the moment) with its mammoth teeth ruthlessly

grinding on each other as if about to attack its predator. As it sliced through their clothing and collided with the ribs of the poor

and lonely, the creature was dangerous with claws coming out its long spider like fingers extending through force.

The cops arrived with everything they had, and they were shouting to the people who were trying to fight back to stop but it was

too late: the people’s bodies were lying on the floor hopelessly. 

The officers bellowed at the other officers stating that they had seen the monster before, near the district of a lake, massacring

more and more lives that tried to tell the police force that the beast of doom had a name. . “The...” the poor person screamed

“Silencer” but before she could say anything more she was thrown off the reservoir and then followed by more fatal deaths. So

the police then discovered that it was the alienating beast that was spreading across Wales, killing thousands that were once

alive but then they were therefore not alive. The people of West Mason town started to run as fast as they could which was quite

slow because they had scratches and gashes across their legs. As they fled they looked behind them to see the monster that they

now call “The Silencer” pelting its furious hairy legs directly at them with power.

As the people started to sprint (well at least tried) up the windy mountainsides, some chose to hide under old rocks that were

extremely cold whereas others tried to run a further distance. When everyone who managed to escape for the moment were in

luck because the beast was all of a sudden startled as the freezing droplets of rain fell from the grey clouds and sky. The people

of Wales were in shock as the monstrous thing known as “The Silencer” was sprinting off down the horizon with anticipation

and anger that it didn’t manage to finish its job.... for today.

And so the people were now safe as they designed a water main that lead around the town which guarded them every step of the

way apart from the next summer when everything changed and there was a drought for the rest of the year and they didn’t

have anything to protect them....

Wales 16  May 1863
th

NEWS HEADLINE: NO MORE LIVING BEINGS IN WALES, WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT TO COME FOR US ACROSS THE

WORLD?

The End

 

Creative Writing



Competition Time

Chance to get published in The Guardian!

Come to Creative Writing Club (Tuesday lunchtimes) if you want a tip for how to get
started, but here’s the process for getting your entry in by the deadline, which is 2
February: 

nd

Step 1 – Go out one day to where there is some nature. It could be your local woods
or beach, garden, farm, or simply the nearest park.

Step 2 – Write an article of 200-250 words telling us what you saw and what
happened.
Step 3 – Get your folks at home to send the article to us using the form on The
Guardian site – they ask that parents or guardians do this for you:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-
young-country-diary-writers 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

Write for Distinctly Winkleigh
What is it really like to be young in our locality today? How easy is it to
get where you need to go? What role do smartphones and social media
play in your life – for better or worse? And what do you think adults often
misunderstand about your generation? 

Distinctly Winkleigh, a local community newsletter, wants to hear your
side of the story.

We are keen to give younger people a space to share their views,
experiences and ideas, and we would love pupils from Chulmleigh
College to get involved. This could take the form of a short article on
themes that matter to you – such as transport (or the lack of it),
education, mental health, social media, friendships, or life in a rural
community.

Should you enjoy writing and want your voice heard, we are looking for  
pupil contributors who would like to write a 500–750 word article on a
topic of their own choosing. This is a great opportunity to express your
opinions, develop your writing skills, and see your work published in a
real magazine read by people across the community.

You don’t need to be a “professional writer” – just honest, thoughtful,
and willing to share your perspective. Whether your article is serious,
creative, reflective or challenging, what matters most is that it’s your
voice.

We would be especially excited to include pupil contributions in our
Spring issue, so now is the perfect time to get involved.

This is your chance to speak up, be heard, and help shape the
conversation in your community. Why not give it a go?

Please email your contributions to Mr Garrett by Monday 23  February.rd

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers


Competition Time

Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx






CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
JANUARY

Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jan:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 1- POSTPONED
Tues 27 Jan:
Year 7 Netball League  - Park School
Years 7 and 10 Rugby v SMCC @ CC
Weds 28 Jan: 
U14s Girls Football @ Bideford
Year 8 Rugby @ SMCC
Thurs 29 Jan: 
Year 9 Rugby @ SMCC
Years 7-10 Focus Day

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Tues 3 Feb:
U13 A & B Netball Tournament @ Park
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Tues 10 Feb:
Year 7 Netball League @ Park
Years 7 & 8 Rugby Home v GTS
Weds 11 Feb: 
U14s & U 16s Girls Rugby Home
Year 9 Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 12 Feb: 
Year 9 - Immunisation Team
Year 10 Rugby @ GTS
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb: 
Half Term
Tues 24 Feb:
Year 7 Netball @ Park School
Years 7 & 10 Rugby @ CC  v Pilton

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 

The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026,
any orders after this date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.

th

Year 11 
Hoodie Shop 

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers


Christmas Service - Remember the Quote
Competition

Well done to the winners of the ‘Christmas Service
remember the quotes’ competition.

Chloe Hale-Sanders, Edith Seabridge and Faith
Peacock successfully remembered all three:

‘It’s now o’clock’ Mr Payne
‘In the breath I am in the moment’ Buddhist saying
‘All we have to do is decide what to do with the time
given to us’ JRR Tolkien 

Well done to the others who have approached me
with one of the quotes, but alas there can only be
one winner, or three in this case!

Mrs Eaton, Teacher of History & Religious Studies

Local Events



PTFA



Careers



Join Our Team

TEACHING ASSISTANT

Temporary, part time,

30 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 3 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

GOVERNANCE PROFESSIONAL

Permanent, Part Time 

25 Hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

Grade E: £15.82 - £17.47 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required February/March 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 29 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 5 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT & EXPRESSIVE ARTS TECHNICIAN

Temporary, part time,

30 hours per week X 39 weeks per annum

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 3 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  or

PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

2 x Permanent, Part Time roles

Grade D: £13.90 - £14.82 per hour

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 26 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 2 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=372
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Governance+Professional&pid=373
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant+%26amp%3B+Expressive+Arts+Technician&pid=371
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Personnel+and+Administrative+Officer&pid=370
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Join Our Team

TEACHER OF ENGLISH

Temporary, part time, (0.8fte)

MPS/UPS

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 3 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 11 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, Full Time 

MPS/UPS

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, part time, (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-15
(£69,596 - £73,105)

at Chulmleigh College

Required from April or September 

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interviews will be held over two days 

in the week commencing 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

CATERING ASSISTANT

Temporary, part time

15 hours per week term time only
Grade A: £12.65 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 6 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 13 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+English&pid=375
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Religious+Studies&pid=376
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=378
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Catering+Assistant&pid=377
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER

Fixed Term

19.5 hours per week x 38 weeks per annum 

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at Chulmleigh Primary School
 

 Required from February 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 30 January 2026

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 11 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=CPS+%2D+Foundation+Stage+Practitioner&pid=374
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



Ivor Marsh Library








