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January often shows us the worst of the weather and what a wet week it has been! Thank you to everyone who has battled
to and from school in flood conditions this week as low lying land and roads have been submerged. I was told that there
was a real rallying of support from parents as one of the County school buses encountered problems on Wednesday. We
keenly feel a sense of community in our rural villages and hamlets and it is in times of crisis and need where we come
together. Thank you all for that.

In amongst the down-pours school life strides forward. You can read elsewhere this week about the collapsed timetable
work that was done on Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) on Thursday. Ms Thorncroft has led on PSHE this
year (amongst the many other hats she wears in school) and I have been delighted that our pupils have been given the
opportunities to develop personal skills, awareness, curiosity and understanding alongside their academic subjects. I
think a great school can really do everything well – this is what greatness has to be in education – and a strong personal
development agenda for our pupils alongside our well-known excellent curriculum offer gives our pupils every
opportunity to thrive as they navigate their teens. Staff were great on Thursday and enjoyed the day alongside pupils.

Elsewhere in the school, Year 9 enjoyed the first of their Options Assemblies this week as we prepare them for the choices
they will make to tailor aspects of their curriculum in Year 10 and 11. I know this is always such an exciting time for Year 9
pupils as they have their say of not only what they will do in Year 10 – but what they will choose not to do! In many cases
also, I know pupils would wish for even more options to study! I am delighted to see Computer Science back on our
Options offer for 2026 alongside the recent newcomers of Sociology and Psychology. I know there is a lot of excitement in
Year 9 and I look forward to the upcoming Options Parents’ Evening where I can speak to pupils and their parents. As a
species we are always better looking forward – and this is one of those times which gives such optimism for the future. 

As we approach the final two weeks of this half term – I would like to remind all parents of the importance of attending
school every day. Our young people need to be together and in school for their social, mental and academic welfare. I
always hope that when our children grow older they have no regrets about their school days. Certainly, no one ever looks
back on school and wishes they attended less. We love to see our classrooms full and our pupils together.

Have a good weekend
Mr Payne, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,



Year 11 

DON’T FORGET!



Pupils have the option to purchase a hoodie to commemorate their
leaving date at the College. These hoodies can be purchased at an
‘early bird’ price, hence this information is being communicated to you
earlier in the year than usual.

To order and pay for a hoodie, please follow the link to the online shop
here:

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-
2026-yr11-leavers
 

The deadline is 11.00pm on 31  January 2026,
any orders after this date will not be accepted. 

st

Please choose your size carefully. All items are custom made to order,
so returns or exchanges for incorrect sizes will not be accepted. Check
the size guide for detailed measurements.

Leavers’ hoodies are given out on the last day of Year 11, Monday 15
June 2026.
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Year 11 
Hoodie Shop 

https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers
https://www.leavershoodies.com/chulmleigh-community-college-2026-yr11-leavers


Information for Pupils and Parents
We would like to bring to your attention an
increase in the number of pupils purchasing
meals at the College without sufficient credit
on their accounts. Until now, we have allowed
accounts to go into arrears; however, from next
week we will no longer be able to do this.

Should a pupil not have enough funds on
their account, they should visit the Pupil
Support Office before going to the canteen,
where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account
balances using the machines located at the
entrances to the canteen.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint
access, or if it is not working, please go to
reception.

We would also like to remind parents and
carers that pupils eligible for free school
meals may eat at both breaktime and
lunchtime within their allowance. A
breakfast option is available at breaktime
(two slices of toast with a topping or a bowl
of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance
for a main meal, pasta dish, sandwich, or
similar option at lunchtime.

The full menu and price list is available on
the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s
account is topped up regularly to avoid any
inconvenience.

Thank you for your continued support.

The Canteen



The Breck Foundation 2025-2026
In an ever increasingly online and digital world, we want to ensure that our pupils have the skills to use
technology to their advantage, both socially, but also academically. However, we also recognise the need to
balance this with ensuring that at all times, pupils know what to do to keep safe and secure online, and how to
access support when needed. 

On Thursday 29  January we welcomed the Breck Foundation to deliver a session on online safety to pupils in
Years 5-10. The Breck Foundation was founded by a parent, following the death of her son who was groomed
and killed by someone who he met online, with the aim of educating young people about how to stay safe so
that such a tragedy is never repeated. The presentation was moving and deeply impactful and gave a lot of
food for thought, for both pupils and staff.

th

This formed part of a larger focus day for our Year 8 and Year 10, where pupils explored issues such as what
content should be shared online, recognising the signs of grooming and the impact that AI has on them as
individuals and on the wider society.

Ms Thorncroft, Deputy Headteacher

PSHE



Geographical Association Worldwise
Quiz 2025-2026
On Wednesday 21  January, we took a team of three
Year 9 pupils – Annemiek Gardner, Amelie Griffiths
and Tallie Hopkins – to The Maynard School in
Exeter to compete in the regional Geographical
Association Worldwise Quiz. This is an annual event.
Although we won the competition last year, there
was a definite change in the level of challenge of the
questions. Our pupils finished in fourth place, out of
the 12 teams which took part. They were only five
points away from the winning team, showing how
close the competition was. Quiz rounds included
Britain from above, physical geography,
sustainability, natural hazards, climate change, and
fieldwork. The most enjoyable moment was
watching the pupils count on their fingers how many
they had correct when the Head of Geography at
The Maynard School read out the answers for each
round, celebrating their success with every correct
answer. The girls were an absolute credit to the
school and demonstrated ambition and
determination. 
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How would you have done? Here’s some examples
of the questions they had:

Which river runs through Glasgow?

In which country would you find Mount
Kilimanjaro?

What is the measure used to describe the
amount of sky covered by cloud?

Which country is the greatest emitter of carbon
dioxide per person?

Which region of the world experienced
earthquakes in March 2025?

Mrs Payne, Head of Humanities

Humanities



Year 7 Netball
The Year 7 netball squad travelled to Park School for the opening fixtures of the North Devon Netball League,
taking on Park, Braunton, South Molton and Ilfracombe over the course of the evening.

The girls went from strength to strength as the competition progressed, growing in confidence and cohesion
with each match. After a hard-fought draw in their third game, the squad finished the evening on a high with a
well-earned win in their final match.

Defensively, Mamie and Holly were outstanding, securing numerous rebounds and making countless
interceptions to put pressure on the opposition. In attack, Hannah, Amelie and Lily formed a fantastic shooting
combination, with Lily impressively scoring from the edge of the D on one occasion. Emilia and Enid delivered
consistently strong performances throughout the evening, providing stability and drive across the court.

A special mention goes to Beth, Brooke and Anya, who all enjoyed successful debuts for the team and showed
great promise.

Well done to all involved on a very positive start to the season. 

Mrs Berry, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Girls U14s v South Molton – Football Friendly
The U14s girls’ football team were back in action this Wednesday, travelling to South Molton for a friendly
fixture on what was, refreshingly, a dry afternoon!

In an exciting and evenly contested match, the teams shared the honours in a 3–3 draw. Tia Snell was in fine
form in front of goal, scoring a well-taken brace, while Liv Mills added a third with a great finish to cap an
impressive switch for her from goalkeeper to striker in the same match!

Although the team started the match a little tentatively, their performance improved with every minute as the
girls began to play more as a team rather than relying on individual runs and dribbles. The game demonstrated
their improvement and a performance increasing in teamwork and as always full of enthusiasm — great signs for
the weeks ahead!

Special thanks to Liv Mills and Lydia Armitage, who both stepped up to don the goalkeeper’s gloves in the
absence of our regular keeper, who was unwell. Their willingness to help the team was greatly appreciated. 

Player of the match was Hattie Smith, who moved into a centre-back role and marshalled the defence superbly.

The girls are looking forward to plenty more football this term, with upcoming fixtures in both the Devon and
National ESFA cups. Attention turns next week to our U12s, who will travel to South Molton on Wednesday to
enjoy their own friendly fixture.

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



U16 Girls Claim Silver in North Devon Schools Cup Finals
Thursday 22  January saw the girls’ U16  footballers head off to Braunton to compete in the North Devon Schools
Cup Finals, having qualified through their league matches this and last half-term. There they face the three best
North Devon teams, Braunton, Park and Ilfracombe Luckily the games were played on Braunton’s astro pitch,
otherwise I am certain they would have been lost to the monsoon like weather we have experienced this past week!
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The opening match saw Chulmleigh face Park School in a closely contested encounter. After a strong start, Lexi
Lomax opened the scoring with a well-taken goal, followed by second from Caitlin Pinhey. Although Park School
responded with a goal, the girls held firm and secured a deserving 2–1 victory.

In their second match, Chulmleigh faced Ilfracombe, where the girls produced an outstanding performance to
secure an emphatic 8–0 victory. Goals from Lexi Lomax, braces from Lucy Lassam and Caitlin Pinhey, and a superb
hat-trick from Laura Kenny saw the goals-for column move into a very positive number! 

The final match against Braunton proved to be a very close and hard-fought game, with both teams showing
growing confidence and strong organisation. Despite Chulmleigh’s resilience and disciplined defending, a single
goal proved pivotal, resulting in a narrow defeat. The girls battled until the final whistle in a match that could easily
have gone either way.

The girls finished second on the evening, proudly bringing home their silver medals—a fantastic achievement
against strong opposition.

A special mention to the Year 11 squad players, who pulled on the yellow and black football shirts for the final time.
Thank you for your commitment to the team and to football at Chulmleigh over the past five years. We hope you
take with you many enjoyable memories and the inspiration to continue playing football in the future. 🖤💛⚽

Mr D Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Daisie Nelson interviews Sonya
Daisie: What is your name, age and how old where
you when you left Ukraine?     
 

Sonya: My name is Sonya I am 15 years old, and I left
Ukraine when I was 12 years old with my mother.
However, we didn’t move to Devon straight away.
First, we moved to Austria where I was really unhappy
and found it hard to settle, then Amsterdam before
making our way to Devon in the UK. When we arrived
here, I started school at Chulmleigh College.

Daisie: What does being able to live and study in
Chulmleigh mean to you?

Sonya: Chulmleigh means a lot to me not only for my
education but as a home. Being at Chulmleigh College
has helped me to learn English. The staff at the
College have supported me in this by giving me an
iPad and extra study lessons in tutor to work on my
English language skills. I am very glad I have moved to
Devon as Chulmleigh is an incredible school and it
has helped me massively.

Daisie: What are you hoping to do when you leave
school?

Sonya: When I leave school, I am hoping to study
International Relations. I am interested in learning
more about the interactions between countries,
international organisations diplomacy, politics,
economics, and security – partly because of the war
and the impact it has had on me and my family. I
would like to get a diploma or degree and work my
way up from there.

Daisie: How do you feel about it being the fourth year
of the war?

Sonya: It is shocking how it has been four years as in
some ways it does not seem like four years at all. I
think as I have been adjusting to life in the UK time
has gone quickly but in other ways it feels incredibly
slow. I get so worried for my family who still live in
Ukraine. This winter has been the worst one for them,
especially when the heating was cut off and it was
-19ºC, I was so concerned for them.

Daisie: What are your hopes for the future for your
country and family? 

Sonya: I really hope this war won’t go beyond the
five-year mark, both sides are struggling and many
lives are being lost on both sides. Ukrainians  have  
always    wanted    peace.    When    I   think   about  the 

Pupil Spotlight

difference in size between Russia and Ukraine, I feel
quite scared for Ukraine - you can fit 27 Ukraine’s into
Russia alone. Despite the difference in size, Ukraine is
fighting and protecting many cities, and our people
are incredibly brave and resilient. It is tremendous
how well we have held out against Russia.  My family
are relatively safe and protected. They have food and
water and are coping well under the circumstances. I
am worried about my younger cousin as she is quite
young so I am hoping that my family will move away
and be safe if the war continues.

Daisie: Who and where are your family in relation to
the worst of the battles?

Sonya: My family live in the capital, Kyiv. It is well
protected but not well enough as they still go nights
without heating and electricity, everything freezes - it
is quite terrifying. I really hope that this war ends
soon. I know many people who have lost relatives to
the war, and it is quite frightening how everyone I
know is impacted by the tragedies of this war in some
way or another.

Daisie: Do you think there will be peace given the
international efforts to help?

Sonya: It is hard to tell how long this war will go on
for, but I am very grateful that Europe has helped
with supplying weapons as it means a lot to us.

Daisie: Is there anything you found particularly
different or strange about the British culture?

Sonya: When I first came to the UK, I was surprised to
see how happy everyone appears to be, no matter
the circumstances, or weather! If I smiled at people in
the street back at home, it would be considered odd
but here its different. The British are friendly and
welcoming.



Musical Cabaret Evening
Calling all budding Musical Theatre performers! We
are putting on a Musical Cabaret Evening (date
coming soon!). If you are interested in being
involved as a performer (singing, dancing or acting),
come to the Drama Studio at 1.30pm (lunchtime) on
Tuesday 3  February to express your interest and
find out about auditions.

rd

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts

Expressive Arts



Normandy
Experience
July 2027

Open to our current 
Year 7 pupils

More details
to follow  -
watch this

space!

Stick Insects Requiring a Loving Home!
As part of our animal care course we keep Indian (Carausius morosus) and Black
Beauty (Peruphasma schultei) stick insects. We have had great success with
them and currently have an excess of stick insects, so we can offer some of
them free to a good home. 

They are easy to care for and fascinating little creatures. The Indian stick insects
can eat Ivy, bramble and privet among other things, the black beauty stick
insects eat Privet, honeysuckle, lilac and Japanese laurel.  They will need a small
tank/enclosure from about 1 foot high. Parents and careers can email
JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk for further information.

Mr King, Senior Science Technician

mailto:JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk/


Accelerated Reader



Competition Time

Chance to get published in The Guardian!

Come to Creative Writing Club (Tuesday lunchtimes) if you want a tip for how to get
started, but here’s the process for getting your entry in by the deadline, which is 2
February: 

nd

Step 1 – Go out one day to where there is some nature. It could be your local woods
or beach, garden, farm, or simply the nearest park.

Step 2 – Write an article of 200-250 words telling us what you saw and what
happened.
Step 3 – Get your folks at home to send the article to us using the form on The
Guardian site – they ask that parents or guardians do this for you:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-
young-country-diary-writers 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

Write for Distinctly Winkleigh
What is it really like to be young in our locality today? How easy is it to
get where you need to go? What role do smartphones and social media
play in your life – for better or worse? And what do you think adults often
misunderstand about your generation? 

Distinctly Winkleigh, a local community newsletter, wants to hear your
side of the story.

We are keen to give younger people a space to share their views,
experiences and ideas, and we would love pupils from Chulmleigh
College to get involved. This could take the form of a short article on
themes that matter to you – such as transport (or the lack of it),
education, mental health, social media, friendships, or life in a rural
community.

Should you enjoy writing and want your voice heard, we are looking for  
pupil contributors who would like to write a 500–750 word article on a
topic of their own choosing. This is a great opportunity to express your
opinions, develop your writing skills, and see your work published in a
real magazine read by people across the community.

You don’t need to be a “professional writer” – just honest, thoughtful,
and willing to share your perspective. Whether your article is serious,
creative, reflective or challenging, what matters most is that it’s your
voice.

We would be especially excited to include pupil contributions in our
Spring issue, so now is the perfect time to get involved.

This is your chance to speak up, be heard, and help shape the
conversation in your community. Why not give it a go?

Please email your contributions to Mr Garrett by Monday 23  February.rd

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/27/nature-lovers-guardian-young-country-diary-writers


Competition Time

Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx




CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
JANUARY

Sat 31 Jan: 
Dartmoor Discovery Walk

February
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Feb:
Year 7 Assessment Week
Tues 3 Feb:
U13 A & B Netball Tournament @ Park
Thurs 5 Feb:
Year 10 Parents Evening
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Tues 10 Feb:
Year 7 Netball League @ Park
Years 7 & 8 Rugby Home v GTS
Weds 11 Feb: 
U14s & U 16s Girls Rugby Home
Year 9 Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 12 Feb: 
Year 9 - Immunisation Team
Year 10 Rugby @ GTS
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb: 
Half Term
Tues 24 Feb:
Year 7 Netball @ Park School
Years 7 & 10 Rugby @ CC  v Pilton
Weds 25 Feb:
U13s Girls Football @ Bideford
Year 8 Rugby @ Pilton
Thurs 26 Feb:
U15 Netball Tournament @ Park
Year 9 Rugby @ Pilton
Year 9 GCSE Options Parents Evening

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Careers



Join Our Team

ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

Leadership Scale: L10-12

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 23 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Headteacher&pid=379
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Join Our Team

TEACHER OF ENGLISH

Temporary, part time, (0.8fte)

MPS/UPS

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 3 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Wednesday 11 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, Full Time 

MPS/UPS

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, part time, (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-15
(£69,596 - £73,105)

at Chulmleigh College

Required from April or September 

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interviews will be held over two days 

in the week commencing 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

CATERING ASSISTANT

Temporary, part time

15 hours per week term time only
Grade A: £12.65 per hour

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 6 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 13 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+English&pid=375
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Religious+Studies&pid=376
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=378
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Catering+Assistant&pid=377
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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