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I am reminded of the phrase that ‘a week is
a long time in politics’, as we spent a very
pleasant part of the day in the company of
Ian Roome MP for North Devon, at the end
of a very full week here at the College. We
were delighted that Ian could accept our
invitation to visit us at Chulmleigh College
and also Chulmleigh Primary School.

Whilst here at the College, Ian spent some
time talking to our Head Girl and Head Boy
(Agnes and Olly), who were hugely
impressive in outlining their ambitions for
the future and their journey through our
schools. I was also personally grateful to
Ian for his commitment to support the
school in our own ambitions for this
community. There is a great deal we wish
to do to develop the College to provide
even better facilities and opportunities for
our children. It was positive to have that
level of understanding and support from
Ian, who was keen to learn and listen to the
points we wished to make.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Our week has been dominated by the Year 7 Examinations taking place in Heywood Hall. All year groups take part in formal
examination practice every year ahead of their public examinations in Year 10 and 11. I often say that it is this practice
that helps so much in how our pupils tackle and succeed in their GCSEs. I am highly encouraged by the performance and
conduct of Year 7 this week and feel confident that they will be another vintage Chulmleigh year group. I know they will be
anxious to see how they have performed and as always I am grateful to our teaching staff for turning around this volume
of marking all in one go for our pupils. It makes a huge difference.

Year 11 pupils are well and truly in the revision phase now for the summer examinations. I am looking forward to seeing
many of them tonight at the Managing Exam Stress workshop being run by Dr McMahon and Mrs Heeney. I know this will
be another barnstorming Chulmleigh year group.

It feels as if this half term has raced past and, as we enter the final week of school before the half term break, I offer my
usual reminder of the importance of great attendance at school. We will be working in lessons up to and including period
5 on Friday 13  February, and any absence will mean pupils fall behind. We want to make sure all pupils are in school and
achieving well each day, every day.
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Have a great weekend.

Mr Payne, Headteacher



BBC 500 Words - Highly Commended
We are absolutely delighted to learn that Year 7 pupil,
Alex Chant, has made it into the top 100 stories in the
BBC 500 Words writing competition. 

Alex has been awarded a highly commended
certificate for his short story, Sucked In.
Congratulations Alex - we are very proud of what you
have achieved!

Sucked In by Alex Chant, Year 7 pupil
The sky hung heavy hungry for a storm. For days dark
clouds had been gathering. Waiting. Greyer than a
pack of wolves hungrier still they consumed the blue
beyond and sat there. Ready. 

Raven was also ready. Skipping breakfast, she headed
straight out the door without a word to her dad.
Phone in hand as always, she effortlessly tapped in
the passcode as if it was etched into her fingers. The
ghoulish blue light emitted by her phone engulfed her
features. Five red dots clasped at her concentration
and each beep that accompanied them aroused
rapture deep within. Unaware of any and all
surroundings Raven strolled to school in a haze. 

Just before reaching the school gates, she checked
SapApp once more. Three new comments. Raven's
eyes shined with delight. All was going to plan. Her
endeavours were paying off and as she had PE second
period she would be able to check in again in just over
an hour. 

Despite her teacher's look of frustration, he accepted
a sick note for a third time that month enabling Raven
to sit out whilst her dull witted peers ran around in
the torrential rain with a ball. Slipping a hand into her
rucksack she clutched at her pearl. Within seconds
she had checked in on SapApp: eight new comments
and eighteen new likes. She glowed inside. Peering out
the window to ensure her teacher was still occupied
she regarded the weighty clouds. A distant groan of
thunder sounded reminding Raven how empty she
felt. Perhaps she'd grab a snack from the canteen at
break but then again, she had more important things
to do.

When break time rolled around another twenty
comments had rolled in. Raven had almost missed her
opportunity to check as teachers had warned
everyone to stay inside due to the worsening weather
but shut inside a cubicle in the girl's toilets, she had
been able to scan through the latest judgements. 

Creative Writing

Consumed by the comments she was almost late to
next lesson, missed lunchtime, and walked home in the
same haze that engulfed her earlier that day, despite
the hefty drops of rain that threatened to punch a hole
through her black umbrella. 

Back at home Raven's dad tried to offer her a
refreshment but she refused. "Raven, can you stop
looking at your phone." 
 No answer. 
 "Raven, can you listen to me." 
 No answer. 
 "Raven I’m taking away your phone." 
 Try as he might he couldn't prise the phone from her
hand. It seemed fused to her palm. 
 "Raven look at me when I'm talking to you." 
 Unable to lift her head, Raven was glued to the screen.
The room began to haze but this time so did her vision
as her face became distorted and an emptiness
consumed her. In a moment there was no Raven as her
phone clattered to the floor. 

 Incredulous, her dad picked up the phone and a
message flashed onto the screen:

 DAD. DAD? IS THAT YOU? HELP ME...



Year 11 Fundraiser
A much-loved tradition at Chulmleigh College, the annual Year 11 Benchball Fundraiser is back! This highly
competitive and spirited event always draws a fantastic crowd, and we look forward to seeing the sports hall
packed with spectators cheering the teams on.

Please don’t forget to bring £1 on the day — all money raised will go towards the Year 11 Ball.

Any members of staff or Year 11 pupils keen to show off their sporting prowess are invited to take part. Please
let Mrs Vile know if you’d like to join in.

Thank you for your support!



Following on from our recent visit by the Breck
Foundation we would like to draw your attention to
the Parent-Post presentation pack. It is full of useful
information and guidance. Do take a look by
following this link: 

Parent- Post presentation pack.pdf

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
All free school meal
(FSM) pupils have
accounts topped up
daily with £2.61. This
credit does not show
when you check your
balance on the
fingerprint machines but
will show up on the tills.
If you have debt, this is
on your personal
account and not your
FSM account and will
need to be paid off by
parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM
pupils have £2.61 to
spend every day
whether their personal
account is in debt or not.

https://www.breckfoundation.org/_files/ugd/5d9d9e_d9f468569a8e4d36897a07b1582bc62c.pdf


Physical Education Rising Star Award

We are proud to have many talented pupils across the College who excel in sport both in and out of school.
This year, we have re-launched our Rising Stars programme to recognise and celebrate these achievements.

If you are currently competing at a high level outside of school, we would love to hear from you. Have you
represented your county, region, or area? Are you part of an academy pathway that could lead beyond club
level?

We are keen to identify pupils in any sport who are performing above club level and would like to showcase
their success through the Rising Stars programme. If this is you, or you would like to nominate someone who
you feel deserves this recognition, then please follow this link to complete the online application:

PE Department: Rising Star Application

Physical Education

Mr Payne

Running

10 K

3  place 100m at primary schoolrd

Kevin Hill (Torquay United)

To run a marathon

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=DHCotwBNRkG-B9gYPs9jlhhA0oiqHRBDoSsC1NKOPH9UMFE4QU9HTEEzRUxWM1RaM0pCS1o3N0w2OC4u


This week has been a busy week for Senate. We have
designated a Year 10 captain to each of our current
working groups. These include the Anti-Bullying group
who are working towards stopping bullying throughout
the school, the sports group who will be hosting
sporting events/reporting on fixtures and the
fundraising group. If anyone would like to join one of
these groups, please write your name on the sign-up
sheets on the Senate noticeboard. 

In addition, we have started recording this half-term’s
Chatty Chulms Podcast. If anyone wants to speak on the
podcast, please email ChattyChulms@Catmail.org. 

On Thursday, we held a bake sale to raise money for
Year 11 Prom and it went incredibly well! All the cakes
that were donated to us had sold and everyone seemed
to enjoy them. In total we raised £227.63. Thank you to
everyone who made the bake sale access - those who
donated cakes, those running the stall, and those who
bought and enjoyed the cakes! We really appreciate
your support and hope to run similar events in the
future.

Alice Miners, Year 10 pupil

Senate

mailto:ChattyChulms@Catmail.org


U12 Girls Shine in Friendly Match
On Wednesday, 4  February, the girls’ U12 football team travelled to South Molton to play a friendly nine-a-side
match. This game was the team’s first chance to get used to a bigger pitch and more players as they moved up
from seven-a-side football.
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The first half was closely fought, but the girls really took control and dominated the second half, scoring plenty
of goals. Bella Law opened the scoring, followed closely by Eliza Hooper, before Maddie Shere found her
shooting boots. Bella finished the match with a fantastic hat-trick, but Maddie went one better, scoring four
goals and making the final score an impressive 8–1.

All the girls played brilliantly, working well as a team and maintaining impressively high energy levels despite the
much bigger pitch and bitterly cold temperatures. Eliza was chosen as Player of the Match by the opposition,
but a special mention must also go to Jess Ward in goal, who stayed focused throughout the game despite not
seeing much of the ball, and made a superb left-hand save when called upon late in the match. Well done to
everyone!

The girls will continue their football season after the half-term break, with training taking place every Monday
lunchtime for Years 7 and 8.

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Devon Schools Cross Country Championships
The rearranged Devon Schools Cross Country Championships took place at West Buckland School on Saturday 31
January. Conditions underfoot were extremely wet and muddy, although, somewhat miraculously, there was very
little rain throughout the races themselves.
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Chulmleigh was proudly represented by five athletes competing for North Devon: Seb Elston (Minor Boys), Lilia
Casavieille-Lacaze (Minor Girls), and Hayden Richardson-Miller, Sophie Casavieille-Lacaze and Isla Squire
(Intermediate Boys and Girls).

The standard of competition was very high, with several athletes achieving national-standard times. All our pupils
ran well. Unfortunately, Hayden suffered a hamstring injury on his first lap and was forced to withdraw. Aside from
this setback, Chulmleigh’s athletes successfully completed the demanding course, which ranged from 3,100 metres
for the minor races to 4,500 metres for the intermediate boys.

To qualify for Devon selection, runners needed to finish in a top ten position, which, considering there were
approximately 60 runners in each race, was a daunting task. Seb finished in 31  place, Lilia in 25 , Isla in 17 , and
Sophie achieved an excellent 11  place, making her a reserve for county selection for the Southwest Schools
Championships next Saturday in Exeter.

st th th

th

Well done to all our cross-country athletes who have trained and competed this season. As the weather continues
to improve (as it must do, surely!), we look forward to seeing our winter runners convert into summer athletes and
become part of our wider athletic teams.

Mr D Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Daisie Nelson interviews Deputy
Head Girl,  Abigail Drake
Daisie: Which hobbies have you picked up since
being at Chulmleigh, and how did you find out
about them?

Abigail: When I joined Chulmleigh, I started
attending netball club at lunchtimes. I also took
up flute lessons after not playing for a while. I
started learning how to play the flute in primary
school; however, I stopped when I first joined
secondary school.

Daisie: Do you take part in any clubs outside of
school?

Abigail: Yes, I do. I play hockey and cricket, as
both my parents play, so they introduced me to
both sports.

Daisie: What was your favourite subject in
primary school, and what is it now?

Abigail: I really enjoy triple science, as it is one of
the subjects I have picked for my GCSEs. I didn’t
really have a favourite subject in primary school,
as we didn’t have set subjects as such.

Daisie: As you are in Year 11, what GCSEs have
you picked?

Abigail: I have picked geography, PE, and triple
science.

Daisie: Covid happened when you were in Years 5
and 6 — how would you say it affected you?

Abigail: I think I did a lot of self-reflection during
Covid, which made me more determined and
self-motivated. However, it did affect my
relationships with a lot of my friends, as we grew
up together and hadn’t spent that much time
apart.

Daisie: What have you done to prepare for your
GCSE exams?

Abigail: I have done a lot of revision, as it is very
important. I also attend Revision Club in Mrs
Eaton’s room to get ahead with my homework,
which has helped me a lot.

Pupil Spotlight

Daisie: If you have any advice for the younger years,
what would it be?

Abigail: Follow what you enjoy. It is very important to
keep on top of everything while still having time to do
your hobbies.

Daisie: Please tell me a bit more about you becoming
deputy head girl.

Abigail: I didn’t have any experience talking in front of
a large group until I applied for head girl, and it was a
very long interview process. It also helped that I
worked hard and followed the rules.



Outdoor Education

Dartmoor Discovery
On Saturday 31  January, there were two
teams training for the Ten Tors 35-mile
challenge. Having had two weekends of
training postponed due to bad weather,
we were excited to be back out on the
moor again and, despite it having been a
stormy week, it cleared up enough for us
to get our boots and backpacks on.
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We set out from Meldon Reservoir in the
rain for an 11-mile walk. It was rather wet
underfoot, but as the day progressed we
got to enjoy some short spells of
sunshine!

It was great to put our map-reading skills
into practice and to learn some
important skills, such as finding bearings
on the map and measuring distance
using pacing.

We climbed East Mill Tor to have lunch
and enjoy the view. It was good fun
climbing around the rocks.

Now we are looking forward to our first
camp and testing our expertise at putting
up tents and cooking our own food in the
wild.

Thank you to Mr Foster and all the
volunteers for making this possible.

Jack Luxton, Year 9 pupil



Normandy
Experience
July 2027

Open to our current 
Year 7 pupils

More details
to follow  -
watch this

space!

Stick Insects Requiring a Loving Home!
As part of our animal care course we keep Indian (Carausius morosus) and Black
Beauty (Peruphasma schultei) stick insects. We have had great success with
them and currently have an excess of stick insects, so we can offer some of
them free to a good home. 

They are easy to care for and fascinating little creatures. The Indian stick insects
can eat Ivy, bramble and privet among other things, the black beauty stick
insects eat Privet, honeysuckle, lilac and Japanese laurel.  They will need a small
tank/enclosure from about 1 foot high. Parents and careers can email
JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk for further information.

Mr King, Senior Science Technician

mailto:JKing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk/


Accelerated Reader



Competition Time

Write for Distinctly Winkleigh
What is it really like to be young in our locality today? How easy is it to
get where you need to go? What role do smartphones and social media
play in your life – for better or worse? And what do you think adults often
misunderstand about your generation? 

Distinctly Winkleigh, a local community newsletter, wants to hear your
side of the story.

We are keen to give younger people a space to share their views,
experiences and ideas, and we would love pupils from Chulmleigh
College to get involved. This could take the form of a short article on
themes that matter to you – such as transport (or the lack of it),
education, mental health, social media, friendships, or life in a rural
community.

Should you enjoy writing and want your voice heard, we are looking for  
pupil contributors who would like to write a 500–750 word article on a
topic of their own choosing. This is a great opportunity to express your
opinions, develop your writing skills, and see your work published in a
real magazine read by people across the community.

You don’t need to be a “professional writer” – just honest, thoughtful,
and willing to share your perspective. Whether your article is serious,
creative, reflective or challenging, what matters most is that it’s your
voice.

We would be especially excited to include pupil contributions in our
Spring issue, so now is the perfect time to get involved.

This is your chance to speak up, be heard, and help shape the
conversation in your community. Why not give it a go?

Please email your contributions to Mr Garrett by Monday 23  February.rd

Who Can Enter?
There are three age categories:

Junior: Up to 10 years old
Intermediate: Ages 11–13
Senior: Ages 14–17 (Age as of 31 August
2025)

What You Need to Do
Submit one photo in digital format (JPG,
minimum 1500 pixels).
Include a short sentence explaining how
your photo fits the theme.
Make sure you have permission if your
photo includes people.

Why Enter?
Develop your photography skills.
Showcase your creativity.
Progress through local, district, and
national stages.
Win recognition and prizes!

Deadline: Friday 20 February 2026
For entry forms and full details, visit the
Rotary Young Photographer Competition page
or speak to your art/photography teacher.
Let your lens tell a story—get snapping and
show us your version of Happiness in Nature! 

For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s

The entry form can be found here: 
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx

Calling All Young Photographers!
Do you love taking photos? Have a creative eye for capturing the beauty of the world around you? Then this
is your moment!

The Rotary Young Photographer Competition 2025–26 is now open—and this year’s theme is “Happiness in
Nature.” Whether it’s a sunlit forest, a playful pet, or a peaceful moment in the garden, you’re invited to
show what happiness in nature means to you.

Be imaginative! Your photo doesn’t need to follow a strict definition—just express your own unique view.

https://tinyurl.com/mpzrmk6s
https://tinyurl.com/53bw5xcx




CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
FEBRUARY
Mon 9 - Fri 13 Feb:
Year 10 Speaking Mocks
Tues 10 Feb:
Year 7 Netball League @ Park
Years 7 & 8 Rugby Home v GTS
Weds 11 Feb: 
U14s & U 16s Girls Rugby Home
Year 9 Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 12 Feb: 
Year 9 - Immunisation Team
Year 10 Rugby @ GTS
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb: 
Half Term
Tues 24 Feb:
Year 7 Netball @ Park School
Years 7 & 10 Rugby @ CC  v Pilton
Weds 25 Feb:
U13s Girls Football @ Bideford
Year 8 Rugby @ Pilton
Thurs 26 Feb:
U15 Netball Tournament @ Park
Year 9 Rugby @ Pilton
Year 9 GCSE Options Parents Evening
Sat 28 & Sun 29 Feb:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 2 TBC

MARCH
Mon 2 - Thurs 5 Mar: 
Year 11 Core Mocks
Mon 2 - Fri 6 Mar:
Scholar Award Assemblies
Weds 4 Mar: 
U15s Girls Football @ Bideford
Years 7 & 8 Netball @ SMCC
Years 9 & 10 Netball @ CC
Thurs 5 March: 
Lego League @ Bude

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Careers



Join Our Team

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, Full Time 

MPS/UPS

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, part time, (0.6fte)

Leadership Scale L13-15
(£69,596 - £73,105)

at Chulmleigh College

Required from April or September 

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 9 February 2026

Interviews will be held over two days 

in the week commencing 23 February 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ASSISTANT HEADTEACHER

Leadership Scale: L10-12

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 23 February 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Religious+Studies&pid=376
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=378
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Headteacher&pid=379
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Ivor Marsh Library



School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge


