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OPTIME

Lego League Winners!

It feels great to be into March and the evenings are beginning to get longer. I have spoken in assemblies this week about transformation,
and Spring certainly feels like a time of transformation as Mother Nature appears to wake up from a long winter slumber. I was also
reflecting on the change in our pupils over the time that they are with us at Chulmleigh: from the expectant, wide-eyed pupils in over-
sized blazers in Year 7 to the ready, responsible and mature young people they become in Year 11. Change is always exciting and I often
say that we are at our best as a species when we are looking forwards. I know all our pupils have so much to be looking forwards to.

We enjoyed a highly successful Core Mock Examination series this week at the College for Year 11, and also a fantastic Year 10 Religious
Studies Paper 2 mock. Examination practice is vital and I was pleased with the overall conduct of pupils in these examinations, as well as
the excellent attendance. I can see Year 11 taking their GCSE studies incredibly seriously, which gives me great confidence for the exam
outcomes of this cohort in the summer. I have to say that I conducted their exams with a huge sense of pride this week. It is a real
privilege of the job we do as teachers to walk the journey of pupils through school.

Marking and returning exam papers takes a huge amount of time, and with a time pressure attached. Please bear with us whilst staff do
that work – which, as with all marking, largely happens away from school on dining room tables or in the staffroom during breaks and
lunchtimes. We know how important this feedback is for pupils.

Thursday, of course, was World Book Day and we had a further author visit to the school organised by Mr Garrett. Reading is the
foundation of everything we do in education and it was fantastic to see pupils enthused by the visit. A number of teachers wrote haikus
this week as well. In all we do, it’s important that we never lose sight of the fundamentals in education. Attendance, good behaviour, hard
work and literacy are all so key.

You will read elsewhere of the Gold Medal success of our coding club in the Lego League! It is great to see Computer Science thriving in
the College once again and my thanks and congratulations to Mr Smith and the pupils for what they have achieved.

This half term is always one of the busiest for pupils and staff and, as always, I thank families for their support of the school and the work
we are doing.

Have a good week.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

6 March 2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Guardians



Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing Boards across
our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community to help shape the future of
education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership, champion our
values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse governing boards that reflect
and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to make a meaningful difference, and are ready
to contribute your experience and perspective, we would love to hear from you! For further information
please follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3

Local Governance

https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3


There are moments in school life that feel a little bit
magical. The kind of day where months of tinkering,
testing, debugging, redesigning, and the occasional
heroic application of duct tape suddenly pay off.

Thursday delivered exactly that moment for the
Chulmleigh Raiders of the Lost Bot, who competed in
the regional LEGO robotics competition — and came
home as overall winners.

The team impressed judges across every category of
the competition. Their robot design demonstrated
thoughtful engineering and careful iteration. Their
problem-solving during the missions showed
persistence and creative thinking. But perhaps most
importantly, the judges highlighted something even
more valuable: the pupils’ team spirit and inclusive
attitude toward the other schools competing.

Throughout the day, our pupils were seen helping
other teams, sharing ideas, encouraging competitors,
and embodying exactly the kind of collaborative
engineering culture that the competition hopes to
inspire. In robotics, as in science, the best progress
rarely comes from working alone — it comes from
curious minds supporting each other.

When the final judging scores were combined across
robot performance, design, teamwork, and problem
solving, the Raiders of the Lost Bot rose to the top and
were announced as overall champions of the event.

The journey home was suitably celebratory.
Somewhere between the competition venue and
Devon, the minibus filled with a slightly chaotic but
very enthusiastic rendition of “We Are the Champions”
by Queen, sung at full volume by a group of pupils who
had just achieved something remarkable together.

Winning the regional competition means the
adventure is not over. The team is now preparing for
the National Finals in Harrogate, where they will
compete against the best robotics teams from across
the country. The pupils are already discussing
improvements to the robot, new strategies for the
mission table, and ways to refine their engineering
approach before the next stage.

Lego League
Chulmleigh Raiders of the Lost Bot – Victory at the Regional LEGO League!
Unearthing Innovation. Escaping Obstacles. One Mission at a Time.



Lego League
Chulmleigh Raiders of the Lost Bot continued...
Unearthing Innovation. Escaping Obstacles. One Mission at a Time.

None of this would be possible without the generous
support of our sponsors. Your financial contributions
have enabled the purchase of equipment, competition
entry, and the resources needed for pupils to
experiment, prototype, and learn through real
engineering challenges. Opportunities like this give
students experiences far beyond the classroom and
inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers,
and problem solvers.

From everyone involved with the Raiders of the Lost
Bot, thank you for helping make this possible.

The next stop for the team is Harrogate — and if the
determination, creativity, and teamwork shown so far
are anything to go by, the Raiders are ready for the
challenge ahead.

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer Science



Doodle Challenge

WINNER: CHARLIE HAWKINS 11TJ
Charlie has used digital techniques to create this fantastic ethereal artwork. The results have a cosmic
otherworldly feel and remind me of the quote by astronomer Carl Sagan - “The cosmos is within us. We are
made of star-stuff. We are a way for the universe to know itself.” 

HT3 DOODLE CHALLENGE - I NEED SPACE
Thank you to everyone who entered the latest Doodle Challenge. We received some fantastic entries with
some great interpretations of the theme. Here is just a small selection: 



Doodle Challenge
WINNER: ALEX CHANT 7CP
Alex has made this brilliant drawing, which references space exploration and our oceans on Earth. Alex
combined paint, coloured pencil and pen effectively to create a refined and ambitious response to the theme.
Good work!



Doodle Challenge
WINNER: LILY CAPALDI 8TR
Charlie has used digital techniques to create this fantastic ethereal artwork. The results have a cosmic
otherworldly feel and remind me of the quote by astronomer Carl Sagan - “The cosmos is within us. We are
made of star-stuff. We are a way for the universe to know itself.” 



Doodle Challenge
I Need Space 
Thank you to all the pupils who submitted artwork
for the Doodle Challenge. I am looking forward to
seeing more excellent artwork next time.

Mr Tomlin, Teacher of Art



Community News

Winkleigh Parish Council Visit
On Monday, a number of pupils living in the Winkleigh area met with Cllr Odulinski from Winkleigh Parish
Council. 

Cllr Odulinski is seeking youth input into planning improved provision for children living in the Parish and
accessing Winkleigh village. There was an interesting discussion on the facilities the children would like to see in
the village followed by a show of hands of the children that would be interested to lead on developing the
plans.

We very much look forward to seeing how this develops in Winkleigh and thank Winkleigh Parish Council for
working with us at the College.



Chatty Chulms

Chatty Chulms Podcast – A Half-Term of Inspiring Conversations! 
We have had an amazing time recording this half-term’s Chatty Chulms Podcast. In this episode, we interviewed
Gracie Mackinnon-Jones about her heart condition, Sebastian Kell about his work in the cadets, Max El-Marazki
about the Senate fundraising group and the recent bake sale, and Mr Payne about work experience in his
segment, “A Moment of Payne.”

At the end of the episode, we talk about the Chatty Chulms Competition, so be sure to listen to the podcast to
find out what it involves and how you can win.

It has been fantastic to speak with a range of people from all year groups this half term, and we hope to do the
same in the next episode of Chatty Chulms. If you would like to take part in the next podcast, please email  
ChattyChulms@catmail.org. 

Listen in by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/4eme25s2

Alice Miners and Daisie Nelson, Year 10 pupils

mailto:ChattyChulms@catmail.org
https://tinyurl.com/4eme25s2


The White Stuff
Author Joffre White once again came to
Chulmleigh to share his passion for reading
and writing… on World Book Day, no less! 

The whole of Year 8 were given an inspiring
presentation in the morning, and then,
later in the day, enjoyed a creative writing
workshop. Joffre’s positive and upbeat –
sometime off-beat – manner was a change
from our normal classroom routine. In
addition, a select set of enthusiastic
creative writers had a workshop with
Joffre. 

I hope all this will generate more
inspiration for the HT4 Creative Challenge
(Haikus!) and in all the creative writing
opportunities that we offer thereafter.

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

Author Visit



Philip Reeve – Celebrating 25 Years of Mortal Engines
On Saturday 4  April at 12pm, The Bookery in Crediton is
delighted to welcome award-winning author Philip Reeve for
a celebration of his brand new adventure in the world of
Mortal Engines, Bridge of Storms. A perfect holiday read for
any Mortal Enginge fans! This Easter holiday event will be an
hour of imagination, action, and big ideas, chaired by our
very own Mr Garrett, Teacher of English at Chulmleigh
College! 
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Tickets £2 (redeemable against a purchase of Bridge of
Storms or any other book by Philip Reeve)

Meet the Author



We would welcome any donations of bake goodies or raffle prizes. These may be delivered to Chulmleigh
College reception on Friday 20  March, or to Chulmleigh Town Hall on the morning of Saturday 21  March.th st

 Thank you for your support!

Year 11 Fundraiser



Normandy
Experience
July 2027

Open to our current 
Year 7 pupils

If you are interested, please pay the £100
deposit by 6  March and return the consent
form to the Finance/Admin office

th

Following on from our recent visit by the Breck
Foundation we would like to draw your attention to
the Parent-Post presentation pack. It is full of useful
information and guidance. Do take a look by
following this link: 

Parent- Post presentation pack.pdf

https://www.breckfoundation.org/_files/ugd/5d9d9e_d9f468569a8e4d36897a07b1582bc62c.pdf




Daisie Nelson Interviews Head
Boy, Olly Finney
Daisie: Which hobbies have you picked up since
being at Chulmleigh?

Olly: I do a lot of cycling, like you have probably
seen in optime, and I use to do loads of
competitions for it. It’s not the only sport I do,
though, as I do a lot of running and badminton.

Daisie: Do you have any clubs you do in or out of
school?

Olly: I do loads of sports in school like football,
rugby athletics and badminton. I really enjoy
sports and picked pe for my GCSE’s, and it is
great fun!

Daisie: What was your favourite subject in
primary school, and what is it now?

Olly: : I think my favourite subject was always PE,
as I find the most joy in doing it. Not much has
changed: I still love to do PE, but I also love doing
triple science as I get to learn in detail more
about each individual science.

Daisie: As you are in Year 11, what GCSEs have
you picked?

Olly: I have picked triple science, PE and
geography.

Daisie: Covid happened when you were in Years 5
and 6 — how would you say it affected you?

Olly: I don’t think it affected me as much as other
people, as I came back from Australia in year five
and then I went into what was meant to be two
weeks of lockdown. I was quite lucky, as I was
given the opportunity to continue going to school
so I didn’t miss out on much education, and I still
got to socialize with other peers.

Daisie: What have you done to prepare for your
GCSE exams?

Olly: I do a lot of past papers and figure out what
my weaknesses are and go from there. I find flash
cards aways help too. I write a question on one
side then the answer on the other, so it tests my
brain.

Pupil Spotlight

Daisie: If you have any advice for the younger years,
what would it be?

Olly: Start your revision early. I made the mistake of
starting later, and it stressed me out way too much.
Start it early and stay on top of it.

Daisie: Please tell me a bit more about you becoming
Head Boy.

Olly: I am very privileged to get to speak in front of
my peers and do many assemblies to represent the
school. It is always quite nice to meet the parents of
pupils who are wanting to attend Chulmleigh In the
new school year. I think a big part of being Head Boy
is just representing the school, always having your
uniform smart, being kind to your peers and
supporting each other.



Our Kitchen held another one of its special menus!

Following the success of the American Diner Day – on Tuesday Chinese cuisine was on the menu! Pupils and
staffed enjoyed spring rolls, duck dumplings, noodles and fried vegetables. A real mid-week treat.

Our thanks to the kitchen team for cooking up the Chinese Lunch alongside our usual traditional lunch!

Dartridge



U15 Girls Show Super Team Spirit in
Bath!
On Friday 27th February, our brilliant U15 girls’
squad set off on the very long 110-mile journey to
the city of Bath to take on Hayesfield Girls' School
at Odd Down Sports Ground in the third round of
the English Schools Football Association Cup.

It was the longest away trip ever for most of the
team — and the long bus ride may have played a
part in our slow start to the match. Our hosts
came out quickly, building up a four-goal lead, five
by half-time, but this team never gives up!

The second half showed just how much this team
has improved in recent weeks. With a few player
and tactical changes, the girls stayed calm and
worked hard for one another. The players ignored
the scoreline, encouraged each other, and focused
on playing their very best football. Their hard work
paid off when Olivia Mills fired a fantastic shot
across the goalkeeper to get us on the scoresheet,
and soon after captain Lucy Budd scored a direct
free-kick, thundering the ball into the net from the
edge of the penalty box, giving the team even
more to cheer about!

Although tired legs meant we conceded one more
goal in the final few minutes, the girls can be very
proud of their achievement: winning the second
half 2–1 and finishing the game with a 2–6
scoreline, which was a fantastic response to what
had seemed like an impossible challenge early on.

Every single player deserves credit for their effort
and positive attitude throughout the match. Our
opponents selected our goalkeeper, Isabella
Galley, as their Player of the Match, but special
mention must also go to Lucy Budd and Lucy
Lassam, who defended superbly under constant
pressure from a very quick and attacking side, and
to Isla Squire, who truly covered every blade of
grass (or plastic, in this case!).

The long journey home felt just that little bit
shorter thanks to a well-earned stop at
McDonald's for some food and smiles all round! 

The girls now turn their focus quickly to the Devon
Cup qualifiers this Wednesday, 4th March, with
another away trip to Bideford.

Well done, girls! 

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



U15 Girls Football Devon Cup Qualifiers
On Wednesday 4  March, the girls travelled to Bideford to take part in the Devon Cup qualifying tournament. The
journey was a little shorter than their trip to Bath last Friday, but the competition was just as tough! The team
played four matches, knowing that only one team would qualify to represent North Devon in the next phase.
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Our first match was against Bideford. It was a very physical game against strong opponents. The girls worked
incredibly hard, closing down space and doing everything they could to stop Bideford from building their attacks.
Their effort paid off with a well-earned 0–0 draw.

⭐ Player of the Match: Tom Miali
In the second match, we faced Braunton, another strong and physical team. The girls made a great start when Liv
Mills scored to put us 1–0 ahead. Braunton fought back to level the score and eventually won the game 3–1.
Despite the result, the girls supported each other brilliantly and showed how much they have improved as a
team.

⭐ Player of the Match: Captain Lucy Budd
The third match was against Ilfracombe, and the girls were determined to bounce back. Liv Mills scored early to
put us into the lead, and the goals kept coming! Tia Snell, Evelyn Richardson Miller, and Lucy Kivell all added to
the score, with Liv scoring again to make it 5–0. The girls played fantastic attacking football, moving the ball
quickly and creating lots of chances. If it hadn’t been for Ilfracombe’s goalkeeper, the score could have been even
higher!

⭐ Player of the Match: Evelyn Richardson Miller
The final match was against Park. Both teams knew that a win might see them finish top of the group if the goal
difference was right. The girls worked extremely hard throughout the game. Liv Mills came close to scoring
several times, but we just couldn’t find that important goal. At the other end, Isabella Galley, Lucy Budd, Lucy
Lassam, and Isla Squire defended brilliantly to stop Park from scoring. The match finished 0–0.

⭐ Player of the Match: Lucy Lassam for her excellent defending
After all the games were finished, everyone waited for the final scores to be added up. The girls finished in a
fantastic third place, level on points with Park in second place, with Braunton finishing first and qualifying for the
next round. Missing out by just two goals shows how close the competition was!

The girls were superb all afternoon and showed how much they have grown and improved as a team. A
celebratory food stop on the way home helped bring the smiles back, and the team will now look forward to more
football this term with some friendly matches against other local schools.

Well done, girls – I’m very proud of you all! 

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Bremco North Devon Cross Country League
Congratulations to Year 8 pupil, Elliot Defew, who achieved an outstanding 5  place overall in the Bremco
North Devon Cross Country League this winter.

th

The league consists of a challenging series of six races held across the winter months, testing runners with
difficult terrain and often gruelling weather conditions. Elliot showed great determination and consistency
throughout the series, competing strongly against young athletes from across the region.

Finishing 5  overall is a fantastic achievement and reflects Elliot’s hard work, resilience, and commitment to
the sport.

th

Well done, Elliot!

Extra Curricular



Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

Grade C: £13.26 - £13.69 per hour

at East Worlington Primary School
 

 Required from March 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 10 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 17 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, part time (0.6 fte)

L13-15 (£69,596 - £73,105 pro-rata)

at Chulmleigh Academy Trust
 

 Required from April or September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 17 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday30 & Tuesday 31 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

CATERING ASSISTANT

Temporary, part time, Grade A: £12.65

15 hours per week, term time only

at Chulmleigh College

 Required ASAP

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 10 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 17 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, full time

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 18 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 26 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Supply+Teachers+for+EYFS%2C+Key+Stage+1+%26amp%3B+Key+Stage+2&pid=266
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=385
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Catering+Assistant&pid=383
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Religious+Studies&pid=382
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
MARCH

Tues 10 Mar:
U12 A & B Netball Tournament @ Park
Year 7 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Weds 11 Mar: 
U12s & U14s Girls Rugby@ Ilfracombe
Thurs 12 Mar: 
Year 9 Options Interviews
Year 8 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Year 7 Parents Evening
Fri 13 Mar: 
Focus Day
Years 9 & 10 7s Rugby Tournament @ WB
Sat 14 Mar: 
Dartmoor Discovery Day Walk 4
Mon 16 Mar - Fri 20 Mar:
Year 11 French Speaking Mocks
Tues 17 Mar: 
Shakespeare in Schools Festival, Exeter
Year 10 Senior Guild Interviews
Year 7 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Weds 18 Mar: 
U12s & U 16s Girls Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 19 Mar: 
Years 9 & 10 7s Rugby Tournament @ WB
Mon 23 - Fri 27 Mar
Year 8 Assessment Week
Year 11 FPN NEA2 Practical Exam
Tues 24 Mar:
Year 8 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Weds 25 Mar: 
U14s & U16s Girls Ruby @ CC
Sat 28 & Sun 29 Mar:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 3

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge


