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OPTIME

Careers Focus Day

As we reach the halfway point of this half term, we reflect on a very busy week at the College.

One of the highlights of the week has undoubtedly been the Year 9 Options Interviews. There is always a
sense of excitement when pupils begin to think about tailoring their curriculum for GCSE study – a very
special time for our pupils as they transition to Key Stage Four and begin studying for their first qualifications.
Now that pupils have made their initial choices, each child has been interviewed to discuss their decisions
and ensure that their choices are suitable and that they will succeed. Staff were also pleased to hear about
the Year 9 pupils’ ambitions for the future and their preparation for Year 10. These face-to-face interviews
are a fantastic opportunity for us to listen to our pupils in Year 9.

Pupils in Years 7–9 enjoyed Focus Days on Friday, concentrating on the careers element of the national
curriculum. We have been delighted to welcome some excellent speakers to the school to work with our
children, including a certain Charlotte Webber, previously a pupil of this school, who returned to discuss
careers in law. It is always a real joy to see pupils return to the school having been successful and wishing to
give something back. I would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all of the speakers who generously gave
their time to visit the school and inspire our pupils.

I also personally enjoyed speaking to Year 10 on Friday as they prepare for their early-entry Religious Studies
examination in May. Year 10 pupils have a great opportunity to gain an early GCSE a year ahead of schedule
and to focus on achieving a high grade in Religious Studies. We eagerly anticipate how well they will do this
summer, and it has been a privilege to play a role in their preparations.

Have a good week.

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Dear Parents and Guardians



Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing Boards across
our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community to help shape the future of
education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership, champion our
values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse governing boards that reflect
and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to make a meaningful difference, and are ready
to contribute your experience and perspective, we would love to hear from you! For further information
please follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3

Local Governance

https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3


On Friday 13  March, we welcomed a number of parents and members of the local community to Chumleigh College
to present on a wide range of careers to our pupils in Years 7 and 9. Pupils got to find out about the routes into the
career, what a typical day in the life is for the job and what attributes might be beneficial to them if they were
interested in this career in the future. 
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The pupils found the sessions really engaging and were enthusiastic to find out who their next speaker would be. In
addition, we were also able to offer a smaller session for our Year 11 pupils at the end of the day, to ask questions
about the world of law.

We are so appreciative of the time and effort given by the parents and community - these days are so powerful in
informing our pupils about where their education could take them and are a powerful tool in raising aspirations. We
hope that this becomes a yearly occurrence at Chulmleigh, as part of our wider Careers Offer.

Ms Thorncroft, Deputy Headteacher

Careers Focus Day



Year 9 
Year 9 Options Interviews
Senior staff at the College spent the day on Thursday
meeting with each Year 9 pupil in the school to
conduct Options Interviews. Pupils have just been
asked to select the optional courses that form their
programme of study in Year 10 and 11 and lead to
GCSE qualifications. Each pupil then meets a senior
member of staff to discuss the options, their
suitability for each one and discuss how they will
approach Year 10.

It is always such a positive experience meeting with
our pupils and hearing about their ambition – we have
very high hopes for all they will achieve at the end of
Year 11.



Year 10 
Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies Revision Session

Year 10 pupils came together in Heywood Hall this afternoon for a Paper 1 Booster session led by Mrs Payne and Mr
Payne. Our Year 10 pupils will sit the GCSE in Religious Studies this summer, a year before their other examinations.
This early entry not only gives them a great opportunity to prepare and focus on one single GCSE but is excellent
preparation for the busy exam series of Year 11. By expiring the exam environment and revision required for a full
GCSE course, they will have such a clear idea of what to expect in Year 11.

As always, the attention and conduct of Year 10 was excellent in the hall. We are highly optimistic for what they will
achieve this summer in their early GCSE Religious Studies examination.



Sustainable Chulmleigh
On Sunday 1  March, we enjoyed a great afternoon
with Sustainable Chulmleigh building bird boxes and
hedgehog homes to distribute in our local area. It was
a positive community event held in the town hall and
an eager band of volunteers managed to build 30
boxes, stopping only for tea and delicious homemade
cake!
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Chulmleigh College Design and Technology
department were able to help, cutting the wood down
into kits ready for assembly meaning the boxes were
easier for novices like me to build (I did still manage to
put one together back to front, but we don’t talk about
that).

The boxes will help to provide homes for pied
flycatchers at a local rewilding project.

Mr Tillings, D& T Technician & 
Mrs Tillings, SEN & Transition Officer

Community News



Accelerated Reader



Philip Reeve – Celebrating 25
Years of Mortal Engines
On Saturday 4  April at 12pm, The
Bookery in Crediton is delighted to
welcome award-winning author Philip
Reeve for a celebration of his brand
new adventure in the world of Mortal
Engines, Bridge of Storms. A perfect
holiday read for any Mortal Enginge
fans! This Easter holiday event will be
an hour of imagination, action, and
big ideas, chaired by our very own Mr
Garrett, Teacher of English at
Chulmleigh College! 

th

Tickets £2 (redeemable against a
purchase of Bridge of Storms or any
other book by Philip Reeve)



Head Boy Olly Finney Celebrates Another 10  Mile Time Trial Victory
We are delighted to share the fantastic news that Head Boy Olly Finney has continued his impressive run of
form in competitive cycling. Last weekend, Olly travelled to Cornwall for his second 10-mile time trial—and
once again delivered an outstanding performance.

Despite an extremely early 5am start from North Devon, Olly showed remarkable determination and focus on
race day. His efforts paid off as he secured first place in the youth category, marking his second consecutive
victory at this distance after also winning his previous event.

Even more impressively, Olly finished 7  overall in the open age category, competing against experienced
adult riders. Achieving such a strong position in the broader field highlights not only his dedication to training
but also his growing reputation as a talented young cyclist.
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Balancing the responsibilities of being Head Boy alongside a demanding training and racing schedule is no
small feat, and Olly continues to represent the school with exceptional commitment and sportsmanship.
Congratulations to Olly on another brilliant result—we look forward to hearing about many more successes in
the months ahead.

Extra Curricular

Physical Education Rising Star Award
If you are currently competing at a high level outside of school,
we would love to hear from you. Have you represented your
county, region, or area? Are you part of an academy pathway
that could lead beyond club level?

We are keen to identify pupils in any sport who are performing
above club level and would like to showcase their success
through the Rising Stars programme. If this is you, or you would
like to nominate someone who you feel deserves this
recognition, then please follow this link to complete the online
application:

PE Department: Rising Star Application

Mr Payne

Running

10 K

3  place 100m at primary schoolrd

Kevin Hill (Torquay United)

To run a marathon

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=DHCotwBNRkG-B9gYPs9jlhhA0oiqHRBDoSsC1NKOPH9UMFE4QU9HTEEzRUxWM1RaM0pCS1o3N0w2OC4u


We would welcome any donations of bake goodies or raffle prizes. These may be delivered to Chulmleigh
College reception on Friday 20  March, or to Chulmleigh Town Hall on the morning of Saturday 21  March.th st

 Thank you for your support!

Year 11 Fundraiser

Chatty Chulms Podcast – A Half-Term of Inspiring Conversations! 
It’s not too late to enter the  ChattyChulms Competition, so be sure to listen to the
podcast to find out what it involves and how you can win.

It has been fantastic to speak with a range of people from all year groups this half term,
and we hope to do the same in the next episode of ChattyChulms. If you would like to
take part in the next podcast, please email  ChattyChulms@catmail.org. 

Listen in by following this link: https://tinyurl.com/4eme25s2

Alice Miners and Daisie Nelson, Year 10 pupils

mailto:ChattyChulms@catmail.org
https://tinyurl.com/4eme25s2




Maths

Exeter Maths School Year 8 Computational Problem Solving Workshops
Exeter Maths School are inviting applications for Year 8 pupils to take part in Computational Problem Solving
Workshops. Successful pupils will be granted authorised absence to take part. Parents will be required to
organise transport to and from the venue.

Please follow this link to apply: https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026

https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026


Maths

Pi Day
Pi day falls on the 14th March each year as it is the third month (3) and the 14th day (14) so 3.14. 

This year we will be running a mini competition in Maths lessons to see who can recite the most digits of Pi. 

If you would like to try to win a prize, try to memorise as many as possible. 

Here are the first two hundred digits: 

3.1415926535 8979323846 2643383279 5028841971 6939937510 5820974944 5923078164 0628620899
8628034825 3421170679 8214808651 3282306647 0938446095 5058223172 5359408128 4811174502
8410270193 8521105559 6446229489 5493038196 4428810975 6659334461 2847564823 3786783165
2712019091 4564856692 3460348610 4543266482 



Maths



by 3:14 pm next Monday for a
chance to be this week’s
MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Join Our Team

HEAD OF PRIMARY EDUCATION

Permanent, part time (0.6 fte)

L13-15 (£69,596 - £73,105 pro-rata)

at Chulmleigh Academy Trust
 

 Required from April or September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 17 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday30 & Tuesday 31 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, full time

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 18 March 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 26 March 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Primary+Education&pid=385
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teacher+of+Religious+Studies&pid=382
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT News
We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection at Early Worlies Nursery!

Our recent Ofsted inspection recognises the warm, nurturing and high-quality environment our team provides
for every child.

The report highlights how “children acquire age and stage appropriate skills across all areas of learning and
development, ensuring they are well prepared for subsequent educational phases.” It also recognises the calm
and caring atmosphere at the nursery, noting that “leaders and staff have high expectations for children’s
behaviour and attitudes to learning… creating a calm, caring and positive environment.”

Ofsted also praised the strong relationships at the heart of our setting, stating that “staff create a warm and
welcoming environment, where children feel safe, included and valued.”
We are incredibly proud of our dedicated team and grateful to the families who work so closely with us every day.
Together, we continue to create a place where children feel confident, curious and excited to learn.

Thank you to everyone who is part of the Early Worlies community!

To read the full report please click here.

https://tinyurl.com/mr2zt32r


Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
MARCH

Sat 14 Mar: 
Dartmoor Discovery Day Walk 4
Mon 16 Mar - Fri 20 Mar:
Year 11 French Speaking Mocks
Tues 17 Mar: 
Shakespeare in Schools Festival, Exeter
Year 10 Senior Guild Interviews
Year 7 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Weds 18 Mar: 
U12s & U 16s Girls Rugby @ GTS
Thurs 19 Mar: 
Years 9 & 10 7s Rugby Tournament @ WB
Mon 23 - Fri 27 Mar
Year 8 Assessment Week
Year 11 FPN NEA2 Practical Exam
Tues 24 Mar:
Year 8 Rugby Tournament @ Park
Weds 25 Mar: 
U14s & U16s Girls Rugby @ CC
Sat 28 & Sun 29 Mar:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 3
Mon 30 Mar - 31 Mar:
Drama NEA Rehearsal & Exam
Mon 30 Mar - 1 Apr:
Year 11 D&T NEA Practical Exam
Mon 30 Mar: 
Year 10 Oxford Access Visit
Year 11 Parent Performance Drama Exam

April
Weds 1 April:
U12s & U14s Girls Rugby @ SMCC
End of Term Concert
Thurs 2 April: 
Senior Guild Photos
Last Day of  Term

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk




CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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