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OPTIME

Year 10 Plate Final

As we approach the end of the penultimate week of term, we reflect on another busy week of assessment and activity at the
College.

Year 8 have been busy completing their Examination Week – a week of examinations in each subject under examination
conditions. Pupils have approached this with a real sense of purpose and preparation, and I am incredibly excited about what
this year group will achieve at the end of Year 11. A huge well done to them this week; they have impressed me.

Elsewhere, Year 11 continue to knock over the milestones and way-markers towards the end of their schooling here at
Chulmleigh. Non-examined assessments (NEA) have been taking place this week in Food and Nutrition. I was particularly pleased
to sample a very delicious pesto bread roll on Monday, and understand that the standard of food preparation and cooking has
been very high. The NEA represents part of the pupils’ overall mark for their GCSE in Food and Nutrition and takes place under
examination conditions.

On the sports field, we have seen football and rugby successes once again. A great achievement for our KS4 Girls’ Rugby team in
a tournament here at the College, and for the Year 10 boys’ footballers playing at the Playing Field on Leigh Road. Our huge
thanks go to staff and volunteers who oversaw these events after school.

Pupil leadership questions have been answered this week, with Head Girl and Head Boy hustings taking place to help us select
the successors to Agnes and Ollie. The standard of presentations and applications has been very high, and we find ourselves
having to make incredibly fine judgements. We are looking forward to announcing the next Head Girl and Head Boy next week.

I have taken a number of visitors around the school this week for various reasons. Although we are coming towards the end of
term, it has been heartening, as always, to walk past classrooms with purposeful work and silent conditions. I do enjoy seeing our
teachers in the full swing of their teaching and pupils working hard. There is always something so special about seeing our school
in session, and if anyone would like to come and see us working on a typical day, I would be delighted to show them around.

Finally, a reminder that with the bank holiday for Good Friday on Friday 3rd April, the last day of school for pupils is Thursday
2nd April and, as always, we expect full attendance up to this point.

Have a great weekend.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

27 March 2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Guardians



Community Rugby Trophy Tour Comes to Chulmleigh! 
We are incredibly excited to be welcoming the Women’s Rugby World Cup trophy to Chulmleigh College on
Wednesday 1  April as part of the Community Rugby Trophy Tour! This is a unique opportunity as Chulmleigh is
the ONLY school in the South West to be granted access.
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This special event will bring together pupils from Chulmleigh College , Chulmleigh Primary School, East
Worlington Primary School, and St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School. This will be a fantastic
opportunity for our young people to experience seeing the trophy up close and to be a part of this celebration
of rugby.

The morning will include fun, inclusive rugby activities, and opportunities to learn more about the sport and its
values.

Women’s Rugby World Cup



Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing Boards across
our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community to help shape the future of
education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership, champion our
values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse governing boards that reflect
and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to make a meaningful difference, and are ready
to contribute your experience and perspective, we would love to hear from you! For further information
please follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3

Local Governance

https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3


Don’t forget to bring £1 cash to spectate at our Tug of War fundraiser on Wednesday 1  April at 1:30pm on the
front field. This exciting event will see Year 10 take on Year 11, followed by Year 11 versus staff - all in support
of the Year 11 leavers’ celebrations. Come along, show your support, and enjoy the fun while contributing to a
great cause!

st

Year 11 Fundraiser



Our congratulations to Year 8 pupils who are completing their Examination Week today.

All year groups undertake a week of formal exams to practise timed working in exam conditions and become
familiar and comfortable in examination conditions. This practise and discipline places pupils in a strong
position for public examinations in Year 11.

Year 8 have been impressive this week and I look forward to hearing about how well they have performed.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

Year 8



The Animal Care Club, established through the Senate by Year 8 pupils, has quickly become a popular and
exciting opportunity for our younger pupils. Designed especially for Year 7 pupils, the club runs every Thursday
in Week 2, giving animal lovers the chance to explore their passion in a fun and supportive environment.

The idea for the club began with a planning session, where pupils discussed what they wanted the club to offer,
who it should be aimed at, and how it would run. With support from the animal care teachers and the Year 11
Animal Care Captains, the club was brought to life and has been thriving ever since.

Each session is led with the help of our dedicated Year 11 Animal Care Captains, who play an important role in
guiding activities and supporting the younger pupils. Their leadership helps create a welcoming atmosphere
where everyone feels comfortable getting involved.

One of the highlights of the club is the opportunity for hands-on experience. Pupils learn how to properly care
for a variety of the College animals, including Brice the bearded dragon, four adorable guinea pigs, Farley the
dog (who makes special appearances), and even a collection of fascinating stick insects. Pupils learn about
different handling methods, the importance of health checks and monitoring animals’ weight, they also get
hands on with the husbandry jobs including food prep, feeding and mucking out!

The club provides a relaxed space where pupils can build confidence, develop practical skills, and deepen their
understanding of animal care. It’s also a great way to make new friends who share a love for animals.

Year 8 pupils: Sophie King; Holly Gillbard; Amelia Allin

Animal Care Club



Acids and Alkalis - Year 7 Science
Year 7 were mixing acids and alkalis with an
indicator. As they add them together, the
indicator changes colour across the pH scale
—from red and orange (acidic) through green
(neutral) to blue and purple (alkaline). By
combining the solutions slowly, students
were able to see a range of colours appear,
forming a rainbow effect while learning how
acids and alkalis neutralise each other.

Science



Year 9 Drama - Bertolt Brecht
Techniques
As we come to the end of the term, Year 9 Drama
classes have been taking to the stage to perform
their devised pieces, inspired by the tragic
events of the Hillsborough Disaster, 1989.
Working collaboratively, groups have used the
techniques of Bertolt Brecht to alienate their
audiences, in order to create a social and moral
impact. Research into the events, skewed news
reports at the time and court proceedings after
have informed moments of Verbatim Theatre,
using the real words spoken by real people.
Performances have been strong with focus and
purpose. We have even had a Theresa May enter
to Dancing Queen! 

Thank you to Year 9 pupils for a thought-
provoking and creative term in Drama.

Mrs Morgan, Head of Expressive Arts

Drama



Chulmleigh Triumph in Thrilling
North Devon Schools Plate Cup
Final!
On Wednesday, 25  March, our Year 10 football
team finally played their rescheduled North
Devon Schools Plate Cup Final against South
Molton. The match took place at the Pavilions
pitch, and with kick-off immediately after school,
we were treated to one of the largest spectator
crowds Chulmleigh has seen in many years.
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The game got off to a slightly delayed start due
to a sudden hailstorm - Mother Nature clearly
wanted us to feel like it was November again!
Once the match began, Chulmleigh started
strongly, with captain Henry Taylor opening the
scoring with a thunderbolt from the edge of the
area, celebrating as enthusiastically as the strike
deserved! Ted Pannet soon added a second goal,
followed by a third from Isaac Pearson. South
Molton fought back with a penalty just before
another hailstorm brought the first half to a
dramatic close.

The second half was an absolute goal fest. Both
teams traded goals in a thrilling display of
attacking football. Isaac and Ted each added two
more goals to complete their hat-tricks. Despite
South Molton pushing hard for a late equaliser,
the boys held firm and saw out the final minutes,
with the scoreboard reading 7–6 in Chulmleigh’s
favour.

The final whistle sparked wild celebrations as the
captain and team lifted the trophy, proudly
displaying their winners’ medals. It was a well-
earned victory and a brilliant way to celebrate an
outstanding season for the Year 10 team.

Player of the Match: Oscar Prince, for his
relentless attacking play and keeping the
pressure on our opposition. Special mentions go
to Ted Pannet and Isaac Pearson for their cup-
final hat-tricks, as well as captain Henry Taylor,
who bravely dropped back into defence to help
see out the game in the final moments.

Congratulations to all the Year 10 players - a
trophy to celebrate today and memories to
cherish forever.

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Accelerated Reader



Philip Reeve – Celebrating 25
Years of Mortal Engines
On Saturday 4  April at 12pm, The
Bookery in Crediton is delighted to
welcome award-winning author Philip
Reeve for a celebration of his brand
new adventure in the world of Mortal
Engines, Bridge of Storms. A perfect
holiday read for any Mortal Enginge
fans! This Easter holiday event will be
an hour of imagination, action, and
big ideas, chaired by our very own Mr
Garrett, Teacher of English at
Chulmleigh College! 
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Tickets £2 (redeemable against a
purchase of Bridge of Storms or any
other book by Philip Reeve)



Competition Time



Competition Time
South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open!
Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

Entries are open for South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026. An opportunity for young cooks, aged 11-16 to
demonstrate their culinary skills, meet like-minded young people and learn from some of the region’s leading
chef. Young cooks are invited to send in their recipe for a main course dish, using principally locally-produced
ingredients. The judges will be looking for recipes that demonstrate skill and creativity. After assessing all
recipes entered, the judges will select the entrants they would like to invite to a final in their own county
initially. Here they will be asked to prepare their dish for the judges and each of the county winners will then
meet at the overall South West final.

If there are any budding young chefs who would like to take part, please see Mrs Jones or Miss Gower for
further information and how we can help and support your entry.



Following on from our recent visit by the Breck
Foundation we would like to draw your attention to
the Parent-Post presentation pack. It is full of useful
information and guidance. Do take a look by
following this link: 

Parent- Post presentation pack.pdf

Tennis Coaching Opportunity
Good news!! We have a new Tennis Coach coming to Chulmleigh Tennis

Club. His name is David Simms and we hope to be able to kick start Tennis
Coaching lessons from late April.

The plan is to run some after school coaching sessions on Wednesdays as
well as some on Saturday mornings. If you are interested in tennis lessons,

please email Izzy via izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk. You can also keep up to
date by following our Chulmleigh Tennis Club Facebook Page. More details

to be shared in due course.

https://www.breckfoundation.org/_files/ugd/5d9d9e_d9f468569a8e4d36897a07b1582bc62c.pdf
mailto:izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/chulmleightennisclub


On Saturday 21st March, Chulmleigh Town Hall was buzzing as members of the local community gathered to
support our Year 11 coffee morning, raising money for their leavers’ celebrations. Visitors enjoyed a wonderful
selection of homemade cakes and bakes, all served with a cup of tea in a warm and friendly atmosphere.

In addition to the refreshments, many guests generously took part in our raffle and “lucky squares” game,
helping to make the event an even greater success.

We are delighted to share that, thanks to this fantastic support, we raised over £300.

A huge thank you goes to everyone who attended, donated, baked, and contributed to the event. Special
thanks go to our dedicated team of college staff and helpers, led by Year 11 pupils Olivia and Iris, whose hard
work made the event possible.

Mrs Jordan and Mrs Heeney

Year 11 Fundraiser





Daisie Nelson Interviews Head
Girl, Agnes Catling
Daisie: Which hobbies have you picked up since
being at Chulmleigh?

Agnes: Since being at secondary school, I have
picked up a few hobbies. I love doing lots of
reading and crafting, and I have also got into
baking. I always turn up with cookies for my
friends.

Daisie: Do you have any clubs you do in or out of
school?

Agnes: I often help at my brother’s football
games; I have been doing that for a few years.
However, as my GCSEs are approaching, my
focus has shifted more towards them. I also swim
outside of school, which I have been doing for a
while.

Daisie: What was your favourite subject in
primary school, and what is it now?

Agnes: I think when I was younger, my favourite
subject was probably science, but now I love all
my subjects.

Daisie: As you are in Year 11, what GCSEs have
you picked?

Agnes: I have picked Design and Technology,
Geography, and Textiles.

Daisie: Covid happened when you were in Years 5
and 6 — how would you say it affected you?

Agnes: It taught me about time management and
resilience, as I still had to complete the work that
was set for me during that time. It was quite an
isolating time, unable to see family and friends,
but I don’t think it has had a long term impact.

Daisie: What have you done to prepare for your
GCSE exams?

Agnes: I made myself lots of to-do lists for my
revision to keep track of what I needed to do.
Then, I set myself daily to-do lists to ensure I was
achieving what I needed to get done.

Pupil Spotlight

Daisie: If you have any advice for the younger years,
what would it be?

Agnes: I think it is important to recognise that school
can actually be fun with the right friendship group,
and there are so many opportunities available.

Daisie: Please tell me a bit more about you becoming
Head Girl.

Agnes: In Year 7, I was debating whether to go for it,
as I didn’t think I would be right for the role. I thought
about it for a while, but lots of my friends and
teachers encouraged me to go for it. It was very
challenging at first - especially the hustings, but I am
so glad I decided to go for it, as it is one of my
greatest achievements. I have particularly enjoyed
representing the school and playing a part in
supporting others. One of the highlights has to be
assisting with the oranisation of the Year 11 prom!



Triathlon National Championships 2026
Year 10 pupil Isla Squire travelled to Grantham on 22  March to compete in the National Triathlon
Championships 2026. Isla qualified for this event earlier in the year, in January.
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She competed in the U15 age category against athletes from England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, securing 17
place out of 56 competitors. Her area team also achieved a podium finish, placing 3 .

th

rd

The Pony Club Triathlon consists of three disciplines: pistol shooting, running and swimming. In shooting, Isla
scored 920/1000. She completed the 1500m track run in 5.27 minutes and achieved 7 lengths and 24 metres in
the 3-minute pool swim.

This was a brilliant opportunity to compete against some of the best young athletes in the UK and an
unforgettable experience.

Extra Curricular



Maths

Exeter Maths School Year 8 Computational Problem Solving Workshops
Exeter Maths School are inviting applications for Year 8 pupils to take part in Computational Problem Solving
Workshops. Successful pupils will be granted authorised absence to take part. Parents will be required to
organise transport to and from the venue.

Please follow this link to apply: https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026

https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026


Maths



by 3:14 pm  Monday after the
Easter holiday for a chance to be
this week’s MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths
Winners from last week:

Gabe Bickers 11PG​
Emily Illman 9NM​
Jasmine Lomax 9NM​
Luke Morphet 11PG​
Tyler Hann 8AH

MathPOW Champion:
Emily Illman   9NM



Join Our Team

RECEPTIONIST & ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Permanent, part time

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 2 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 20 April 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

AFTER SCHOOL CLEANER

Permanent, part time

at Chulmleigh Primary School

10 hours per week x 41 weeks per annum

Grade A: £12.85 per hour
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 21 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 28 April 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER & 

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

Permanent, part time

at St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School,

Lapford

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 24 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 1 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

NURSERY MANAGER

Permanent, Grade E £15.82 - £17.47)

30 hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

at Chulmleigh College
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 24 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 1 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Receptionist+%26amp%3B+Administrative+Assistant&pid=386
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=After+School+Cleaner++%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B&pid=387
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant&pid=390
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Nursery+Manager&pid=388
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT News
We are delighted to announce that
on 5  May 2026, we will be opening
the doors to The NEST - a brand-new
nursery facility at St Thomas of
Canterbury CE Primary School,
Lapford. The NEST will provide high-
quality childcare for children aged 9
months to 4 years.
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Housed in its own building within the
school grounds, which has been
beautifully updated, The NEST offers
a warm and nurturing environment,
featuring dedicated spaces for play,
a calm and comfortable sleep area,
and inviting outdoor spaces for
exploration and learning.

This exciting development means
children from Lapford, and the
surrounding areas, can now begin
their educational journey with
Chulmleigh Academy Trust at an
earlier stage, benefiting from a well-
rounded and supportive experience
that nurtures their development and
sets strong foundations for future
success.
We would like to extend our sincere
thanks to everyone who has
contributed to making this vision a
reality. The project has required
immense dedication, hard work, and
collaboration, and we are incredibly
proud to see the NEST open its
doors to the youngest members of
our community.

To register please complete an
application form by following this
link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yc23h4cu

https://tinyurl.com/yc23h4cu?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvA3NkJSoXVngFHLfN7Vo9Fkl7NtSPxzGdVyKmwo6SrzOaoyJee4rvbyWG_u_aem_crmBzUFJlZcQGDqQjfRnog


Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
MARCH

Sat 28 & Sun 29 Mar:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 3
Mon 30 Mar - 31 Mar:
Drama NEA Rehearsal & Exam
Mon 30 Mar - 1 Apr:
Year 11 D&T NEA Practical Exam
Mon 30 Mar: 
Year 10 Oxford Access Visit
Year 11 Parent Performance Drama Exam

April
Weds 1 April:
U12s & U14s Girls Rugby @ SMCC
Thurs 2 April: 
Senior Guild Photos
Year 11 Mock GCSE PE Moderation Day
Whole School Assembly
Last Day of  Term

Mon 20 April: 
Start of  Summer Term
Tues 21 - Weds 22 Apr:
Year 11 Art & Design NEA Practical Exam
Year 11 Moderation of FPM NEA Practical
Work
Tues 21 Apr:
Immunisation Team Year 8
Thurs 23 Apr:
Year 11 Awards Evening
Year 10 GCSE Geography Trip to Exeter
Fri 24 Apr:
Year 11 Textile Design NEA Practical Exam
Fri 24 - Sun 26 Apr:
Lego League Competition, Harrogate
Sat 24 - Sun 26 Apr:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 4

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


PTFA





CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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