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OPTIME

Head Girl & Head Boy

As we come to the end of such a busy, full, and successful
school term, I write with a sense of optimism and pride about
everything that has been achieved this term and what awaits
us in the summer term. Schools are built on routines and
rules, and the passing of time is marked by half-terms and
terms. It feels incredible that we are now approaching the
final term of the academic year and looking forward to
summer events, sunshine, and the summer exam series. Time
does fly when you are busy!

It has been a final week full of opportunity, hard work, and
valuable experiences for our pupils. On Monday, a group of
Year 10 pupils visited Oxford University for a day focused on
aspiration and what it means to attend an elite university. I
know first-hand how well this trip was received and how
valuable pupils found it. It was timely that, only last week, we
received news that Lois and Zak from Year 11 (2024) have
offers from Oxford and Cambridge. The university pathway is
a well-trodden one at this school, and we are exceptionally
proud of the academic achievements of our pupils.

It was a real delight to see the Year 11 Drama NEA
performances on Monday evening, and I was so impressed
with the work that has taken place with Mrs Morgan this year
to bring them to this point. There were some stand-out
performances for many reasons, and the quality of
performance, movement, and costume was exceptional. The
College’s continued commitment to Shakespeare is something
we are very proud of. Across the school, a number of subjects
have been completing mocks and NEA, and it has been such a
purposeful and busy final week. The focus has been fantastic.

Finally, I want to congratulate our new Head Girl and Head
Boy – Matilda and Max. There has been huge interest in pupil
leadership positions this year at the College, and this is a real
testament to the ambition and quality within Year 10. As Year
11 begin to think about their final examinations, the leavers’
ball, and their next steps, we have a Year 10 cohort ready and
able to pick up the baton as our senior pupils in the school.
Well done to everyone who has secured leadership roles.

Today has been a sunny and clear day, and I wish all our
families and friends a very happy Easter and a restful holiday.
Pupils and staff return to the College on 20 April at the usual
time.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

2 April  2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Dear Parents and Guardians

Deputy Head Boy &
Deputy Head Girl



Women’s World Cup Trophy Tour Inspires Future Stars at Chulmleigh College
Pupils and young athletes at Chulmleigh College were treated to a truly special and unique experience as the
Women’s World Cup Trophy Tour paid a visit to the school. The event marked a memorable day of celebration,
inspiration, and opportunity for girls across the local community.

All the girls who have proudly represented the school in sport were given the chance to see the prestigious trophy
up close and capture the moment with photographs - an experience that many will remember for years to come.
The excitement extended beyond the secondary school, as Key Stage 2 pupils from Chulmleigh Primary School,
East Worlington Primary School, and St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School, Lapford, were also invited to
attend, making the day a shared celebration of girls’ sport.

The event was packed with engaging activities designed to introduce and encourage participation in rugby. Young
attendees took part in taster sessions using rugby equipment, allowing them to experience the fundamentals of
the game in a fun and supportive environment. Alongside this, pupils listened to an informative talk exploring the
history and growth of girls’ rugby, highlighting how the sport has developed and the opportunities now available.

To round off the day, participants tested their knowledge with an interactive quiz, reinforcing what they had
learned while adding an extra layer of enjoyment and friendly competition.

This visit was particularly special as no other school in Devon has had the privilege of hosting the trophy tour. It
served as a powerful moment to inspire the next generation, encouraging young girls to get involved, stay active,
and continue participating in a sport that is rapidly growing in popularity.

The day not only celebrated past and present achievements but also looked firmly to the future—motivating
young women to believe in their potential and to take their place in the ever-expanding world of rugby.

Thank you to coaches and players who joined us from South Molton RFC and Crediton RFC to promote their clubs
and finally a big thank you to Wayne Reed and his staff at the RFU who made this possible.

Mrs Markham, Head of Physical Education

Women’s Rugby World Cup



Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing Boards across
our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community to help shape the future of
education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership, champion our
values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse governing boards that reflect
and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to make a meaningful difference, and are ready
to contribute your experience and perspective, we would love to hear from you! For further information
please follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3

Local Governance

https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3


Staff and pupils from across the College came together on
Wednesday lunchtime for an exciting and spirited Tug of War
event, organised by the Year 11 pupil leaders to raise money
for their Leavers’ Celebrations in June.

The rounds included Staff vs Year 11, Year 11 boys vs Year
10 boys, and Year 11 girls vs Year 10 girls. Each contest was
filled with energy, teamwork, and lots of encouragement
from the crowd

There were some fantastic performances throughout, but
our standout team members were Isla Squire (Year 10) and
Glen Thorne (Year 11). The Year 11 boys were impressive in
their round against the Year 10 boys and secured a win.
Meanwhile, the Year 10 girls put in a determined effort and
won against the Year 11 girls. The staff team also showed
great resilience (and some slipping and sliding), winning one
of their rounds against Year 11 but were defeated in the
other.

The event was a great success in bringing the College
community together. An impressive £250 was raised.

Special thanks to Logan Cann (Year 8) for helping set up the
field, Mrs Markham for refereeing and to Mrs Vile for
counting up the takings. 

Mrs Jordan and Mrs Heeney

Year 11 Fundraiser



Year 11 Fundraiser



On Saturday 28 -Sunday 29  March 31 pupils took
part in the North Moor Expedition, the culmination
of our Dartmoor Discovery programme. Routes of
26 and 37 miles were completed by our Year 9 and
10 groups respectively, with pupils walking
independently in teams of 6 without the constant
adult supervision. They have worked hard to reach
the point where they can be remotely supervised –
we need to trust that they have the technical skills,
maturity, self-awareness and leadership skill to
operate on their own. Each team did this brilliantly. 
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Our wild camp was at a beautiful spot by a river,
where again each group was able to operate
independently with minimal intervention by adults.
There was a strong sense of purpose and
enjoyment evident within the group, together with
a feeling that we were privileged to be able to camp
in such a great location in dry weather, all lit up by
a brilliant moon during the evening so torches were
not really needed.

After an early start on the Sunday all groups
started strongly, dealing with some more
challenging weather in parts. However, the group
are so used to this after the season we have had
that they barely noticed! Each group finished well
during the early part of Sunday afternoon, and
should be really proud of this superb achievement.
Well done everyone! Thanks as always go to our
amazing staff and volunteer team who enable all of
this to happen.

Mr Foster, Teacher of PE/ Outdoor Education
Coordinator

Dartmoor Discovery



Dartmoor Discovery

Mr Foster demonstrating hiking technique!!



Drama

Romeo  & Juliet - Pictorial Highlights
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Romeo  & Juliet - Pictorial Highlights



The end of the Spring Term represents the end of an era at
Chulmleigh College as two long serving colleagues retire
from service.

Mrs Eaton has been with the College since 2014 and has
been an incredibly popular and successful teacher in our
Humanities Team, indeed leading the department for a
long period of time. During Mrs Eaton’s tenure as Head of
Humanities results improved significantly in all subjects
and she also oversaw the introduction of Sociology to our
options offer.

Many pupils, staff and parents will also know Mrs Eaton as
someone who provided so much pastoral care to our
young people over her time with us. There has been a well-
trodden path to Mrs Eaton’s door over many years now of
pupils who needed a sympathetic ear, encouragement or
support and I thank Mrs Eaton for this.

Mrs Eaton and I have taught alongside each other for
many years in Religious Studies and I will personally miss
her as a colleague, friend and someone who is always such
good fun. Like many staff I will miss working with her.

Away from teaching Mrs Eaton has many and varied
interests and I know retirement will be busy and full for
her.

On behalf of everyone at the College I wish Mrs Eaton
every happiness in retirement.

Also leaving the College today is Mrs Williams, our Clerk to
Governors. Working tirelessly behind the scenes, Mrs
Williams is one of the unsung heroes of our Trust –
ensuring we are compliant with regulations, governance
and supporting our Trustees to discharge their duties as
the responsible body for our four schools. Governance
work is often under recognised but the work that is done
in holding school and Trust leaders to account is a crucial
part of what we do and has been a key aspect in the
success of the schools within our Educational Trust. Mrs
Williams has been a key part of our success.

Mrs Williams has brought such a degree of warmth,
professionalism and humanity to our work at the Trust and
College and we are all grateful for the work she has done
with us over two periods of work with us. 

We wish Mrs Williams every happiness in retirement.

Farewell to Colleagues



GCHQ Competition
Last term a group pf Year 9 pupils took part
in a national GCHQ competition where they
were faced with a series of language-based
puzzles and scenarios to solve. The pupils
worked incredibly well together both at
school and in their own time, and the
competition was fierce. 

Well done to all involved! 

French

French Exchange 2007
Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils

We are please to announce that we now have a link with a school in Soissons,
Picardy, and plan to receive French pupils in March/April 2027 for a five night stay.
Our pupils will visit Soissons in May for a five night stay. The exact dates are yet to

be confirmed.

If you are interested please see the letter shared via MyEd emails dated 9  March
2006 and complete and return the attached form to the 
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Admin Office after the Easter break.

Please email: ljohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 
with any questions.

mailto:LJohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Year 10 Boys Go from Strength to Strength
After a challenging season marked by relentless rain, waterlogged pitches, and several schools unable to field
Year 10 teams, this group of players showed remarkable resilience and determination. Despite these setbacks,
the Year 10 boys not only triumphed at the North Devon 7’s tournament at West Buckland, but also finished as
joint winners of the North Devon Rugby Championship.

The team first travelled to Blundell’s to represent North Devon in the 7’s tournament. Facing a significant step up
in both the quality of opposition and overall experience, the boys rose to the occasion. They competed with
confidence and composure, ultimately securing an impressive 5th place finish.

Their next challenge came at Bideford RFC, where they faced Park School in the North Devon Championship.
What followed was an intense and closely fought match, ending in a thrilling 17–17 draw. Due to playing time
regulations, extra time could not be played, and both teams agreed to share the title.

To truly appreciate this achievement, it’s worth reflecting on their journey: back in Year 7, Park School defeated
this team 50–0. The progress made since then highlights not only their development as players, but also their
perseverance and team spirit.

This is a group to be incredibly proud of, and their achievements over the past four years are a testament to their
hard work, growth, and dedication.

Mrs Markham, Teacher of Physical Education

Physical Education



U13 Girls Shine in Friendly Victory at South Molton
Tuesday 31st March saw the U13 girls travel to South Molton for a friendly football match, offering a great
opportunity for a couple of players to make their debuts, as well as valuable game time for the dedicated Year 7
squad, who have shown real commitment at lunchtime training sessions.

Played in warm sunshine—well, for twenty minutes at least—the match got underway with Chulmleigh gradually
settling into their rhythm. Although it took a little time to find their stride, the girls soon began to dominate the
opening third. Early chances fell to Mia Liebenberg-White and Maddie Shere, both going close to breaking the
deadlock. However, it was Bella Law who struck first, calmly finding the back of the net. Shortly after, Maddie
added a second to give Chulmleigh a deserved 2–0 lead.

The team continued to grow in confidence as the match progressed. Bella Law grabbed her second goal in the
next phase of the game, extending the lead to 3–0—a scoreline that remained until the final whistle.

Captain Megan Jones led by example throughout, linking up brilliantly with Mia on several occasions to create
attacking opportunities. In midfield, Hollie Hill, Emily Vaughan, Macie Stapleton, and Luciana Elworthy took it in
turns to work tirelessly, covering ground and supporting both defence and attack.

There were also impressive performances at the back. Serafina Dillon and Sophia Stanley were solid as ever,
calmly dealing with any South Molton breakaways, while Emilia Locke fitted into the back four with ease despite
being a year younger than the others. Jess Ward remained focused in goal despite having little to do for long
spells, while Daisy Hyde made an excellent impression on her debut.

The team’s effort, determination, and growing confidence were clear to see, and the victory was thoroughly
deserved. Their success this season reflects not only their performances in matches but also their commitment
to training and the strong team spirit they have built.

Megan Jones was deservedly named Player of the Match by the opposition, but special mentions must go to Bella
Law for her two well-taken goals and to Mia Liebenberg-White for her outstanding wing play and consistent
delivery into the box.

What a performance, what a result, and what a season—very well done, girls.

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Physical Education



Accelerated Reader



Leave me alone  today
I am sad I am quiet

Crying is normal

Lilly DeFuyck, Year 7 pupil

YOLO. The famous
last words. High risks pay rewards

some say. They’re all gone.

Monty Corden, Year 11 pupil

This is a Haiku
a lost story of old

which waits to be told.

Sonny Gibbings, Year 11 pupil

The beautiful rays
Brighten up our mysteries,

Embeds them within.

Luke Morphet, Year 11 pupil

The answers are in
books. To read is to search for

all life’s human truth.
Mr Garrett, Teacher of English

High coup! 
What a high point of the term it has been to read a range of Haikus from this half term’s competition. From the
poignant and atmospheric, to the funny or wise, the range showed the sheer flexibility of this awesome
Japanese form.

Notable entries came from Sonny Gibbings, Luke Morphet and Caitlin Pinhey. Our runner up was Lilly DeFuyck,
and first place goes to Monty Corden who wrote no fewer than eight Haikus, each with a different tone and
subject matter. Look out for these and others in the next few Optimes! 

The teachers were also invited to share their imaginative contributions, so look out for those also! 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English



Philip Reeve – Celebrating 25
Years of Mortal Engines
On Saturday 4  April at 12pm, The
Bookery in Crediton is delighted to
welcome award-winning author Philip
Reeve for a celebration of his brand
new adventure in the world of Mortal
Engines, Bridge of Storms. A perfect
holiday read for any Mortal Enginge
fans! This Easter holiday event will be
an hour of imagination, action, and
big ideas, chaired by our very own Mr
Garrett, Teacher of English at
Chulmleigh College! 
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Tickets £2 (redeemable against a
purchase of Bridge of Storms or any
other book by Philip Reeve)



Competition Time

THE EXTREME READING
competition deadline has

been EXTENDED so that you
can use the Easter break to

get in your entry. 
Remember, don't do anything

dangerous!
Entries to Mr Garrett in E7 (or

via his email). 
Deadline extended to Tuesday

21st April.
First prize: £10 Amazon

voucher.  



Competition Time
South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open!
Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

Entries are open for South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026. An opportunity for young cooks, aged 11-16 to
demonstrate their culinary skills, meet like-minded young people and learn from some of the region’s leading
chef. Young cooks are invited to send in their recipe for a main course dish, using principally locally-produced
ingredients. The judges will be looking for recipes that demonstrate skill and creativity. After assessing all
recipes entered, the judges will select the entrants they would like to invite to a final in their own county
initially. Here they will be asked to prepare their dish for the judges and each of the county winners will then
meet at the overall South West final.

If there are any budding young chefs who would like to take part, please see Mrs Jones or Miss Gower for
further information and how we can help and support your entry.



 SEWING CLUB  COMING SOON!   
Every Wednesday with Mrs Dinnis

Years 7, 8 and 9
This is a chance to learn the basics on the sewing machines

and make items to take home and use. 

Clubs and Activities



Maths



by 3:14 pm  Monday after the
Easter holiday for a chance to be
this week’s MathsPOW Champion!

There are prizes for all entries and
a special reward for the overall
winner!

Maths



Join Our Team

AFTER SCHOOL CLEANER

Permanent, part time

at Chulmleigh Primary School

10 hours per week x 41 weeks per annum

Grade A: £12.85 per hour
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 21 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 28 April 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER & 

OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

Permanent, part time

at St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School,

Lapford

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 24 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 1 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

NURSERY MANAGER

Permanent, Grade E £15.82 - £17.47)

30 hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

at St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School,

 Lapford
 

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Friday 24 April 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 1 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=After+School+Cleaner++%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B&pid=387
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant&pid=390
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Nursery+Manager&pid=388
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT News



Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
April

Mon 20 April: 
Start of  Summer Term
Tues 21 - Weds 22 Apr:
Year 11 Art & Design NEA Practical Exam
Year 11 Moderation of FPM NEA Practical
Work
Tues 21 Apr:
Immunisation Team Year 8
Thurs 23 Apr:
Year 11 Awards Evening
Year 10 GCSE Geography Trip to Exeter
Fri 24 Apr:
Year 11 Textile Design NEA Practical Exam
Fri 24 - Sun 26 Apr:
Lego League Competition, Harrogate
Sat 24 - Sun 26 Apr:
Dartmoor Discovery Camp 4
Mon 27 Apr - Fri 1 May:
Scholar Assemblies
Year 11 GCSE Speaking Exams
Wed 29 Apr: 
Year 10 Animal Care Coursework Day
Year 11 GCSE PE Moderation
Thurs 30 Apr:
Year 10 Assembly - Exeter College
Mon 4 May: 
Bank Holiday
Thurs 7 May: 
Welcome Evening (Year 7 Sept 2026)
Fri 8 - Sun 10 May:
Ten Tors Event (Years 9 & 10)
Thurs 21 May: 
Year 10 Awards Evening

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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