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OPTIME

Lego League Finalists

It has been a full and busy week at the College as the Year 11 programme continues to build. I wrote about
the Year 11 French Speaking examinations last week, and these have been a tremendous success. The College
continues to value language education incredibly highly and, once again this year, the vast majority of pupils
are entered for GCSE French. The Speaking examination is one element of the overall assessment, and I have
felt very proud of the way our pupils have approached this. I know they will do very well.

GCSE PE pupils have also undertaken their assessment of performance, with a visit from the moderator from
the AQA exam board to the College to oversee our marking. We feel very positive about how well this has
gone and, again, it gives us great confidence in the quality of the GCSE grades our pupils will achieve this
summer.

The warmer weather has meant that we have continued to use the main field at lunchtimes, and we know
how much our pupils enjoy the opportunity to relax or throw a ball with friends. As I supervise these
lunchtimes, I often look around at the beautiful environment we enjoy at our school. We all benefit from
these wonderful surroundings, and I am grateful to everyone for keeping the premises looking so good and
for the way pupils take care of everything.

Returning to GCSE examinations, I know all of us will be thinking of Year 11 over the next few weeks, as well as
our Year 10 pupils who are sitting their GCSE Religious examination this summer. If there is a Year 11 or Year
10 pupil in your household or family, thank you for everything you are doing to support them and help them
succeed.
Enjoy the bank holiday weekend.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

1 May  2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Guardians



Year 10 GCSE Geography Fieldwork in Exeter
On Thursday 23  April, Year 10 pupils studying GCSE Geography
went to Exeter to study the success of urban regeneration in four
different locations in Exeter. We looked at the quality of the
environment, using a scale of -2 to +2 to judge the site on various
factors such as litter, appearance, traffic and safety. We also had to
ask questionnaires to the public, asking them what their thoughts
were about the retail provision in Exeter. At each location, we spent
five minutes counting the number of pedestrians walking past in the
High Street and Princesshay to compare the popularity of the retail
areas. Furthermore, we assessed the extent to which Exeter is a
clone of other UK cities by recording what the shops were selling and
whether they were chain or independent shops. Mrs Payne took five
noise level readings (in decibels) at each site, and we then found the
mean of the five readings when we were back in the classroom. When
the opportunity arose, we also looked at graffiti around the city.
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We were fortunate that it was a nice, sunny day, though this was also
a problem for the validity of our data as we tended to rate the
locations more favourably than if the weather was poor. As the trip
went to plan, we got to enjoy a nice lunch break and free time. Most
people simply enjoyed their lunch outside on the green in front of
the city, making the most of the warm weather.

Maisie Jones & Nicholas Penney (Geography Captains)

Humanities



Seth’s Flag Reaches Antarctica
We are thrilled to share some incredible
news - Year 7 pupil, Seth Prettejohn,  
designed a flag for the Antarctic as it does
not have one of its own, and we are
thrilled to say that it has made it all the
way to Antarctica!

Carried by Dr Ivo Sarmento, the flag was
taken to the top of Brown Mountain near
King Edward Point Research Station in
South Georgia, marking an extraordinary
journey from classroom to one of the
most remote places on Earth.

Seth’s design tells a meaningful story. The
orange and black reflect Antarctica’s
extreme daylight changes, from long polar
nights to endless summer days. A peace
symbol represents the Antarctic Treaty
and the continent’s role as a place for
peaceful scientific research. Blue
highlights the surrounding oceans, while
four animals - an albatross, emperor
penguin, killer whale and seal all celebrate
the region’s unique wildlife.

This achievement is a proud moment for
Seth and the whole school, showing how
creativity and curiosity can reach far
beyond expectations.

Humanities



LEGO League Nationals: Jam over Cream Return… Slightly Wiser, Slightly Hungrier,
Definitely Plotting

Lego League

Jam over Cream have returned from Harrogate after
a fantastic day at the LEGO League National Finals —
tired, proud, and carrying just enough snacks to
make it home.

The team achieved their highest ever table score of
230, delivered a strong and confident presentation,
and represented Chulmleigh College brilliantly
throughout the day. Not bad for a group that, only a
few months ago, were still arguing about which way
round a motor should go.

Of course, Nationals also provided a moment of
reality. We witnessed some absolutely astonishing
robots, with a number of teams scoring over 500
points. At this point, there was a brief period of
silence… followed by intense discussion, note-taking,
and what can only be described as respectful
competitive plotting.

Rather than being discouraged, the team did what
engineers do best — they learned. By the time we
were back on the minibus, ideas were already flying
around:

“What if we redesign the attachment system?” 
“We need faster, more consistent runs.” 
“We can definitely beat 300… actually, why not
350?” 

And just like that, a new mission was born.

For next year’s regionals, Jam over Cream are
targeting 350+ points — a bold goal, but one that
now feels very real. The team has seen what’s
possible, and they’re already mapping out how to
get there.

Even better, thanks to the continued support of our
sponsors, the club now has two robots. This means
our newest recruits can begin learning the basics
(and discovering that robots do not always do what
you tell them), while our experienced team members
focus on refining designs, improving reliability, and
building something capable of taking on that 350+
challenge.

It’s safe to say the robot is not back in its box… it’s
already being engineered into something new.



Lego League
A huge well done to the entire
team. They went to Nationals as
regional champions, competed
with confidence, learned from
the very best, and came back
sharper, smarter, and just a
little bit more determined.

Next year? Bigger scores. Better
robots. Same team name.

Jam over Cream are coming
back.

Mr Smith, Teacher of Computer
Science



LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in acting
and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK and
their syllabus is designed to enhance and build
confidence through theatre and performance
skills, encouraging teamwork and creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded. The
grades are recognised by Universities and Drama
schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com


Maths

We are delighted to congratulate five of our Year 9 pupils; Rory Mitchell, Chloe Cooke, Ruby Cowan, Oscar Hall
and Marshall Lill on their outstanding achievement in being selected for the Grey Kangaroo round of the UK
Mathematics Trust competition. This is a significant accomplishment, reflecting their dedication, problem-
solving skills, and mathematical talent. We are especially proud to share that, collectively, they earned an
impressive set of results: four Bronze certificates and one Qualification certificate. Well done to all involved for
representing the school with such distinction.

Mrs Button, Head of Mathematics



Maths

Exeter Maths School Year 8 Computational Problem Solving Workshops
Exeter Maths School are inviting applications for Year 8 pupils to take part in Computational Problem Solving
Workshops. Successful pupils will be granted authorised absence to take part. Parents will be required to
organise transport to and from the venue.

Please follow this link to apply: https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026

https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026


Maths



Hand in your answer to 
M5 
or email:
MathsPOW@Chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
by 3:14 pm next Monday for a chance
to be this week’s MathsPOW
Champion!

Maths
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French Exchange 2027
Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils

We are please to announce that we now have a link with a school in Soissons,
Picardy, and plan to receive French pupils in March/April 2027 for a five night stay.
Our pupils will visit Soissons in May for a five night stay. The exact dates are yet to
be confirmed.

If you are interested please see the letter shared via MyEd emails dated 9  March
2026 and complete and return the attached form to the 
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Admin Office after the Easter break.

Please email: ljohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 
with any questions.

French

WANTED! 
Unused printed napkins or printed
tissue paper
Theses will be used for enrichment days. Any quantities,
even individual napkins, would be really useful.

Please deliver them to M2.

Thank you for your support.
Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths

mailto:LJohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Accelerated Reader



Competition Time

Please follow this link to find out more: 
https://tinyurl.com/p7bt7jdk



Competition Time



Competition Time
South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open!
Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

Entries are open for South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026. An opportunity for young cooks, aged 11-16 to
demonstrate their culinary skills, meet like-minded young people and learn from some of the region’s leading
chef. Young cooks are invited to send in their recipe for a main course dish, using principally locally-produced
ingredients. The judges will be looking for recipes that demonstrate skill and creativity. After assessing all
recipes entered, the judges will select the entrants they would like to invite to a final in their own county
initially. Here they will be asked to prepare their dish for the judges and each of the county winners will then
meet at the overall South West final.

If there are any budding young chefs who would like to take part, please see Mrs Jones or Miss Gower for
further information and how we can help and support your entry.



 SEWING CLUB!   
Every Monday with Mrs Dinnis

Years 7, 8 and 9
This is a chance to learn the basics on the sewing machines

and make items to take home and use. 

Clubs and Activities



Clubs and Activities



Extra Curricular

Chulmleigh’s U15 Girls football team delivered an
outstanding performance this weekend, securing a
3–0 victory to be crowned North Devon Youth
League U15 Girls Plate Final Winners.

Despite facing challenging circumstances, the team
rose to the occasion with determination and
teamwork. With only eight players available on the
day - due to several teammates participating in Ten
Tors training - the match was played as a 7v7 fixture
by agreement with the league. Undeterred, the girls
demonstrated remarkable resilience, adapting
brilliantly and supporting one another throughout.

The goals came from Elise, who netted twice, and
Tia, who added a third to seal the win. Alongside
the attacking success, Isabella delivered an
exceptional performance in goal, making a series of
outstanding saves to ensure a well-deserved clean
sheet.

This victory reflects not only the team’s skill and
commitment, but also their spirit and unity in
overcoming adversity. Everyone at the College is
incredibly proud of their achievement and the way
they represented themselves and their community.



Extra Curricular

Congratulations to Year 11 pupil, Lexi Lomax,
who has secured a place at the Girls’ Football
Academy provision at Exeter College. This
provision is for gifted footballers who join
Exeter College’s prestigious Sports Academy
alongside their post 16 studies. 

We look forward to hearing more about Lexi’s
post 16 journey!



Extra Curricular

Head Boy, Olly Finney, has had a run of cycling
successes in recent weeks. Having won the
youth category at the recent Keltek Racing’s
S6/15 finale at Ladock he has also achieved  
the fastest rider of the season in the North
Devon Velo Annual Awards.

Congratulations Olly  - what an inspiration!



Join Our Team

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, full time

at Chulmleigh College

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 12 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 19 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTIONIST & ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT

Permanent, part time

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 11 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 18 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

& MEALTIME ASSISTANT

Fixed term, part time

at St Thomas of Canterbury

 CE Primary School, Lapford

 Required from 1 June 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 14 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 21 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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CAT News



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...

May

Mon 4 May: 
Bank Holiday
Thurs 7 May: 
Welcome Evening (Year 7 Sept 2026)
Thurs 7 & Fri 8 May:
LAMDA Performance Exams
Fri 8 - Sun 10 May:
Ten Tors Event (Years 9 & 10)
Thurs 21 May: 
Year 10 Awards Evening
Mon 25 - Fri 29 May:
Half Term

June

Mon 1 Jun - Fri 5 Jun: 
Year 10 English Speech and Language GCSE
Thurs 4 Jun: 
Year 7 Awards Evening
Mon 8 - Fri 12 Jun: 
Year 10 French Speaking Mocks
Half Gold Scholars
Tues 9 Jun: 
Year 9 RS Mock Exam
Sat 13 & Sun 14 Jun
Year 9 Bronze DofE Training Camp
Tues 16 Jun: 
Year 5 Taster Day
Sports Presentation Evening
Thurs 18 & Fri 19 Jun
Thurs 18 Jun: 
Year 11 Ball

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


PTFA





Tennis Coaching Opportunity
We have recently begun tennis coaching lessons with our new Coach David at Chulmleigh

Tennis Club. We are currently offering of taster/ open sessions, as per the details below
and plan to start an after-school Spring Coaching Programme on Wednesdays starting on
Wednesday 6  May. We are taking bookings for all the upcoming events via our website. th

Open / Taster Day – Saturday 2nd May
Group 1.            10.00-11.00am - Ages 9-12

Group 2.            11.00-12.00pm - Ages 13-16
Group 3.            12.15-01.15pm – Adults - Rusty Rackets

Open / Taster Day – Saturday 9th May
Group 4. 10.00-11.00am - Ages 5-8 Parents and Children

From 11-12pm David is available for private Coaching

All sessions will have a members discount and be open to beginners and improvers. For
more information and bookings, please visit: Clubspark / Chulmleigh LTC / Coaching

If you'd like to find out more about the open sessions, Spring Coaching Programme or
private coaching, please email izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ChulmleighLTC/Coaching
mailto:izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk
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School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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