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OPTIME

Ten Tors - Good Luck Everyone!

It does feel good to be in the month of May, with fresh leaves on the trees now and the longer evenings – a bit more warmth would be
nice though!

Although it has been a shorter week, we can look back on four days of huge activity and accomplishment at the College. It has been with
great admiration that I have watched the final preparations for the annual Ten Tors Event take place over the last few days. Mr Foster
and his team of staff and volunteers have really worked the hard yards this year to get the teams ready, and we are delighted to have
three teams representing the College in the event. We also have a number of pupils walking with other schools and organisations this
year, and I am looking forward to seeing everyone connected to our school on the moor over the next few days. I also wish the Sea Moor
Explore teams every success – Sea Moor Explore is an outdoor pursuits charity that was established by a number of parents at the
school and offers fantastic opportunities to teenagers outside of school on a monthly basis. We work closely with this organisation, and
we particularly value this partnership.

On Thursday, we welcomed our next Year 7 intake to the College for our new starters’ information evening. It was the busiest one yet,
with pupils and families filling Heywood Hall. I was so pleased to meet families who are new to our school, but also to see a number of
familiar faces as siblings of past and present pupils move up to us for secondary education. It was a great evening, and I hope everyone
found it useful. We are particularly proud that the strong reputation of our school continues, and we are not only full but
oversubscribed for September 2026. I look forward to working with our new pupils from September and getting to know them at our
transition days after the half-term break.

You will read about our Athletics League success elsewhere in Optime over the next few weeks, but I do want to congratulate all the
young people who competed at the first Athletics League fixture at Braunton on Wednesday. It was a 7.30 pm finish for pupils and staff,
but I was particularly delighted to hear of the many successes Chulmleigh has had. We are a small school with a big reach, and I am very
proud of the successes we achieve in sport. There are too many individual successes to mention here, but well done to everyone
involved.

Our Year 10 pupils sit their early-entry GCSE Religious Studies examination (Paper 1) on Tuesday next week, and their work ethic and
approach have been impressive. Not only will they do well, but I think this will give them an excellent grounding for their Year 11
examinations in 2027.

Finally, all of our thoughts and best wishes are with Year 11 as the written examinations are now well and truly underway. We have seen
Functional Skills, Drama and Sociology exams take place this week in the hall, and the schedule really rolls out in earnest next week. Our
Year 11 pupils are well focused and ready, and I am looking forward to receiving their results this August. I am always drawn to the
African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child”, and I know that everyone connected to Year 11 will be ensuring they are ready for
these hugely significant examinations, the results of which will give them so many opportunities for the future.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

8 May  2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Dear Parents and Guardians



And They Are Off!
We wish all of our pupils who are taking part in
this weekend’s Ten Tors event the very best of
luck. We know that all that ‘Compassion,
Ambition and Teamwork’ will serve you well!

If you would like to follow our teams progress
on the Ten Tors Website our routes are: BP and
EL for the 35 Teams and SN for the 45 mile
team. https://www.tentors.org.uk/

Ten Tors

https://www.tentors.org.uk/phttps:/www.tentors.org.uk/page/ten-tors-teamsage/ten-tors-teams


DfE School Food Standards Consultation
The Department for Education are looking to update school food standards to support a 10 year health plan set
by the Government. The aim is to ensure that children are getting good quality food to give them the best start
in life. There are significant changes to current guidelines and it will introduce restrictions to items such as:

Only low sugar breakfast cereals to be served and no chocolate spread, honey or syrup allowed for toast
Pastries such as croissants will not be allowed
Processed meat such as bacon or ham is not allowed as a breakfast option and can only be on the meu once
per week for school dinners
50% of pasta or rice must be brown or wholewheat
All grab and go items such as sandwiches, paninis, pasta dishes, baked potatoes and pizza must be
accompanied by vegetables or salad
Cheese can only be used as a main ingredient on up to two days per week
Restriction on foods from the following options being only used once per week from anyone of these groups
or twice per week from the combined list.

Batter coated or breadcrumb coated
Sweet and savoury pastry items
Processed meat

No more than one portion of sweetened baked product or dessert per week

The main aims of the proposed changes to school dinners are to:
Increase fibre
Reduce sugar
Restricting foods high in fat, sugar and salt

The consultation is open to parents as well as all school staff. The deadline for responses is 12  June 2026 and
the changes would come in for September 2027 for primary schools and September 2028 for secondary schools.
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We would encourage all parents and staff to read the guidelines and feedback on the consultation using the link
below;

School Food Standards: updating the legislative framework - Introduction - Department for Education - Citizen
Space

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-food-policy-team/school-food-standards-updating-the-leg-framework/consultation/intro/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-food-policy-team/school-food-standards-updating-the-leg-framework/consultation/intro/


Joffre White’s books now all quizzable on AR!
Good news to anyone wanting to read and quiz Joffre White’s Aura Boy, Frog, Frog and the Sandspiders and  
Frog and the Tree of Spells. 

They all have AR quizzes now. There are copies of many of these books in the library as well. 

Joffre White visited the school two years in a row, and many of us bought these books. It’s great that our reading
can now also contribute to our AR homework, as it rightly should. 

Happy adventuring everyone! 

Accelerated Reader



LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in acting
and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK and
their syllabus is designed to enhance and build
confidence through theatre and performance
skills, encouraging teamwork and creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded. The
grades are recognised by Universities and Drama
schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com


Maths

Exeter Maths School Year 8 Computational Problem Solving Workshops
Exeter Maths School are inviting applications for Year 8 pupils to take part in Computational Problem Solving
Workshops. Successful pupils will be granted authorised absence to take part. Parents will be required to
organise transport to and from the venue.

Please follow this link to apply: https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026

https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026


Maths



Hand in your answer to 
M5 
or email:
MathsPOW@Chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
by 3:14 pm next Monday for a chance
to be this week’s MathsPOW
Champion!

Maths
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French Exchange 2027
Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils

We are please to announce that we now have a link with a school in Soissons,
Picardy, and plan to receive French pupils in March/April 2027 for a five night stay.
Our pupils will visit Soissons in May for a five night stay. The exact dates are yet to
be confirmed.

If you are interested please see the letter shared via MyEd emails dated 9  March
2026 and complete and return the attached form to the 
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Admin Office after the Easter break.

Please email: ljohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 
with any questions.

French

WANTED! 
Unused printed napkins or printed
tissue paper
Theses will be used for enrichment days. Any quantities,
even individual napkins, would be really useful.

Please deliver them to M2.

Thank you for your support.
Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths

mailto:LJohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Accelerated Reader



Competition Time

Please follow this link to find out more: 
https://tinyurl.com/p7bt7jdk





Competition Time
South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open!
Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

Entries are open for South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026. An opportunity for young cooks, aged 11-16 to
demonstrate their culinary skills, meet like-minded young people and learn from some of the region’s leading
chef. Young cooks are invited to send in their recipe for a main course dish, using principally locally-produced
ingredients. The judges will be looking for recipes that demonstrate skill and creativity. After assessing all
recipes entered, the judges will select the entrants they would like to invite to a final in their own county
initially. Here they will be asked to prepare their dish for the judges and each of the county winners will then
meet at the overall South West final.

If there are any budding young chefs who would like to take part, please see Mrs Jones or Miss Gower for
further information and how we can help and support your entry.



 SEWING CLUB!   
Every Monday with Mrs Dinnis

Years 7, 8 and 9
This is a chance to learn the basics on the sewing machines

and make items to take home and use. 

Clubs and Activities



Clubs and Activities



Extra Curricular

Chulmleigh U13 Girls Plate Final Winners at the Bideford AFC Tournament. 
On Sunday 3  May, the Chulmleigh U13 Girls, who are all pupils at Chulmleigh College, travelled to the
Bideford AFC Festival. Faces painted, and looking forward to a fun afternoon of football, they entered
the league stage, and the games began, coming fast with little rest. 
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A resolute defensive display, and sheer determination in driving rain, saw some great results, with a
couple of hard fought draws and exceptional attacking displays from Ava and Emily, both scoring, to
see the team qualify from the group as top seeds in the Plate competition. Their reward, a place in the
semi final. 

Through determination, tears of adrenaline and pressure, and a goalkeeper who refused to be beat in
Daisy, they won a penalty shootout to make the final. Amelia joining Ava and Emily in stepping up for
the nail biting penalties. 

As the Champions league music rang around the stadium, the supporters forming a tunnel, cheering
and clapping, against all odds, they took to the field one last time. A physical game, that both teams
battled hard to establish a lead, finally ended with the girls proud in defeat by a goal to nil. As they
were cheered and clapped onto the stands to be awarded runners up medals, pride, emotion, and joy
was plain to see. They turned up to play football, they surpassed what anyone could have imagined,
and they won the hearts of everyone watching. 



Join Our Team

TEACHER OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Permanent, full time

at Chulmleigh College

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 12 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 19 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

RECEPTIONIST & ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT

Permanent, part time

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 11 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 18 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

& MEALTIME ASSISTANT

Fixed term, part time

at St Thomas of Canterbury

 CE Primary School, Lapford

 Required from 1 June 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Thursday 14 May 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 21 May 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

DEPUTY SENDCO

Fixed term, part time

Permanent

37 hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 1 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 9 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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CAT News



Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...

May

Fri 8 - Sun 10 May:
Ten Tors Event (Years 9 & 10)
Thurs 21 May: 
Year 10 Awards Evening
Mon 25 - Fri 29 May:
Half Term

June

Mon 1 Jun - Fri 5 Jun: 
Year 10 English Speech and Language GCSE
Thurs 4 Jun: 
Year 7 Awards Evening
Mon 8 - Fri 12 Jun: 
Year 10 French Speaking Mocks
Half Gold Scholars
Tues 9 Jun: 
Year 9 RS Mock Exam
Sat 13 & Sun 14 Jun
Year 9 Bronze DofE Training Camp
Tues 16 Jun: 
Year 5 Taster Day
Sports Presentation Evening
Thurs 18 & Fri 19 Jun
Thurs 18 Jun: 
Year 11 Ball

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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PTFA





Tennis Coaching Opportunity
We have recently begun tennis coaching lessons with our new Coach David at Chulmleigh

Tennis Club. We are currently offering of taster/ open sessions, as per the details below
and plan to start an after-school Spring Coaching Programme on Wednesdays starting on
Wednesday 6  May. We are taking bookings for all the upcoming events via our website. th

Open / Taster Day – Saturday 2nd May
Group 1.            10.00-11.00am - Ages 9-12

Group 2.            11.00-12.00pm - Ages 13-16
Group 3.            12.15-01.15pm – Adults - Rusty Rackets

Open / Taster Day – Saturday 9th May
Group 4. 10.00-11.00am - Ages 5-8 Parents and Children

From 11-12pm David is available for private Coaching

All sessions will have a members discount and be open to beginners and improvers. For
more information and bookings, please visit: Clubspark / Chulmleigh LTC / Coaching

If you'd like to find out more about the open sessions, Spring Coaching Programme or
private coaching, please email izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ChulmleighLTC/Coaching
mailto:izzymoser@hotmail.co.uk


CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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