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OPTIME

Year 10 Presentation Evening

The warm weather seems to have arrived and, with it, a long Late May Bank Holiday weekend and our half-term holiday! It has
been a shorter but busy half term, and I know everyone will be looking forward to a week off. For Year 11, this will mean a busy
week of revision, of course, but I also hope that there is time for them to recharge ahead of their final two weeks (and one day)
of examinations after the half-term break. I have been impressed with the preparation and attendance of Year 11 throughout
the examination period, and this short break at the halfway stage of their public examinations is well deserved.

It was a real treat to see staff, pupils, and parents at our Year 10 Awards Evening on Thursday this week. We had a huge number
of award winners, and it has been a real privilege to watch this year group mature and move through the school together. Their
successes are well deserved, and they have been a real pleasure to work with this year. This time next year, of course, it will be
their turn to sit GCSE examinations, and I know they will carry on our tradition of great outcomes. Year 10 are well focused on
their work experience and Year 10 end-of-year mock examinations next half term – it is great to see them responding to all the
challenges of Year 10 so effectively. I must also add that Year 10 approached their early-entry GCSE Religious Studies Paper 2
examination this week with typical calm and focus, and I am looking forward to receiving their results in August.

On Wednesday, I spent a very pleasant afternoon in the company of our Board of Trustees and many of our new Local
Governors as we look ahead to the change in our governance arrangements from September 1st. As parents will know, we are
moving to a Local Governance Board model, where each of the schools in this Trust will have its own Governing Body to
oversee the day-to-day governance of our schools. Our objective has been to bring the schools closer to the community and
parents, and I am looking forward to working closely with the College Governors and building improvements together to benefit
our school. I also think the new model will bring our four schools closer together as we consider issues of importance to us all,
such as SEND, attendance, language teaching, and continuity of teaching, alongside many other aspects of school life that we
could join up. Watch this space for more news from September.

Finally, I thank all staff, volunteers, and parents for their support throughout this half term. Schools, like all public services, are
busy, and we would always wish to provide more, but I am heartened every day by the dedication of our staff and volunteers
and the support we receive from our families. Chulmleigh College is a vibrant, positive, and purposeful school in which to work,
and that is the net result of all we do together.

I wish everyone a well-deserved and restful half-term break. School resumes on Monday, June 1st.

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Dear Parents and Guardians



Fundraiser

22  Maynd

Break time

Upper Dartridge

Cookies, cakes, donuts,
cupcakes, brownies & more

50p - £1 Cash only
See you there!



Animal Care Taster Morning
On Thursday, two groups of Year 9 pupils who have
chosen Animal Care as one of their Key Stage 4
options spent the morning with Mrs Jordan and Mrs
McDonald taking part in a range of activities
designed to help them understand the demands of
this unique course, which they will begin in
September.

Animal Care is a BTEC qualification in which pupils
are assessed through two pieces of coursework and
one examination over the two years of study.

The morning began with pupils donning overalls and
wellies before heading to the school farm at Langley
Lane to meet the sheep and chickens. Working in
groups, pupils completed a variety of practical
tasks, including cleaning out the sheep shed, tidying
the tool shed and collecting eggs.

The groups then returned to school to learn how to
correctly handle guinea pigs and carry out a health
check while wearing the appropriate personal
protective equipment.

Animal Care



The final session gave pupils an insight into the
research and written elements of the course. They
spent time considering the normal and abnormal
behaviours of one of their own pets before
researching the meanings of key terms such as
‘crepuscular’ (animals that are active at dawn and
dusk) and ‘allogrooming’ (when animals groom each
other).

Thank you to Dr King and Mr Tyldesley for
supporting the sessions, and to the Year 9 pupils,
who showed enthusiasm and engagement
throughout the morning.

Mrs Jordan, Teacher of Science

Animal Care
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PTFA

PTFA Coffee Morning Preparations 
The PTFA Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday
23 May at Chulmleigh Town Hall and promises to be
another fantastic community event. As one of the
biggest fundraising events organised by the PTFA,
the morning is always very well supported by the
local Chulmleigh community.

Our pupils have been busy helping with the
preparations, creating a wonderful selection of
sweet and savoury treats to be sold on the day. The
children thoroughly enjoyed playing a part in
supporting the event and helping to raise valuable
funds for the school.

We would like to thank everyone who has
contributed and supported the preparations so far,
and we look forward to welcoming the community
on Saturday.



PTFA
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Physical Education

The Torch Schools Show Jumping League continued in fantastic fashion with two exciting rounds packed full of
determination, teamwork, and excellent riding performances from all competitors.

Round 2 Highlights
Representing the team in Round 2 were Alice, Amelia, Caitlin, and Lilia, who all rode brilliantly throughout the
competition. The team achieved outstanding results, securing both 1  and 4  place finishes overall.st th

There were also some fantastic individual achievements:

Caitlin rode exceptionally well to take an impressive 1  place finish.st 

Amelia produced a strong and consistent performance to claim 4  place.th

Lilia also earned an excellent 4  place, following a confident round.th

The riders demonstrated great teamwork and composure, contributing to a highly successful round for the
team.

Torch Schools Show Jumping League – Rounds 2 & 3



Physical Education

Round 3 Success
Round 3 saw Alice, Amelia, Lilia, and Maddie take to the arena, continuing the team’s excellent form from the
previous round.

The team delivered another superb performance, achieving both 1st and 2nd place team results — a fantastic
accomplishment and a reflection of the riders’ hard work and dedication.

The speedy rounds provided plenty of excitement, with more individual success for the team:

Amelia secured an excellent 2  place with a fast and accurate round.nd

Lilia followed up with another strong performance, earning 4  place.th

Congratulations to all riders involved for their commitment, sportsmanship, and brilliant performances across both
rounds. We look forward to seeing what the team can achieve in the next stages of the Torch Schools Show Jumping
League.

Mrs Berry, Teacher of Physical Education



Athletic Success!
Over the last two weeks, Chulmleigh College pupils have
taken part in two major athletics events, continuing what has
been an incredibly successful and exciting period for
athletics at the school.

The first event was the Athletics League Night, where
Chulmleigh competed against strong local schools including
Kingsley School, West Buckland School, Shebbear College
and Bideford College. It was a fantastic evening of
competition, with all of our teams finishing in an impressive
second place overall. The standout performance came from
the Year 8 boys’ team, who delivered an outstanding display
to finish as overall winners on the night. Their determination,
teamwork and competitive spirit were excellent to see and
reflected the hard work that pupils have been putting into
training.

The second event was the North Devon Championships,
which proved to be another hugely successful occasion for
Chulmleigh athletics. This year marked the first time that the
school has entered a full squad and competed in the overall
team event, making the achievement even more significant.
Competing against 12 schools from across North Devon, our
pupils performed brilliantly in both track and field events,
securing an outstanding third-place finish overall. This is a
remarkable achievement and highlights the rapid progress
and growing strength of athletics within the school.

Alongside the team success, there were also some
exceptional individual performances. An incredible 18 pupils
were selected to represent North Devon at the next stage of
competition in Exeter on 13 June. To have so many pupils
chosen is a real testament to their talent, dedication and
hard work throughout the season.

Athletics at Chulmleigh is continuing to go from strength to
strength, and I could not be prouder of the commitment,
resilience and enthusiasm shown by all of our pupils. They
have represented the school superbly and should all be
extremely proud of their achievements.

Physical Education



Athletic Success!

Our Individual success:
Year 7
Eliza Hooper – Long jump
Blake Wonnacott – Shot putt
Year 8
Lilia Casavieille-Lacaze – High jump
Emilia Woodman – Shot putt
Joseph Snell – 100m
Year 9
Tia Snell – 100m
Jessica Madden – Javelin
Year 10
Isla Squire – 800m
Isaac Pearson – High jump & javelin
Matilda Langrill – High jump
Esther Payne – Long jump
Lucy Budd – Discus
Ted Pannett – 100m
Hayden Richardson-Miller – 1500m & 800m
Edward Cook – Long jump and triple jump
Toby Mellows – Triple jump
Xavier Memon - Javelin

Mrs Markham, Head of Physical Education

Physical Education



Maths

National Numeracy Day
National Numeracy Day is the UK’s
only campaign dedicated to
improving everyday maths. Each
May, individuals, schools and
organisations across the country
come together to help children and
adults feel more confident with
numbers at work, at home and at
school.  The theme for National
Numeracy Day this year is 'Count
on Your Community'. Millions of
people across the UK lack
confidence when it comes to
numbers. But that can change and a
bit of mutual encouragement and
support from your community can
make a world of difference. As part
of this theme, our Years 7s had
great fun expanding their numeracy
skills by planning an imaginary
Summer Fete. They had to decide
what stalls they wanted to include
if they had a budget of £100 and
they looked at the Turnover, Cost
and Profit of running a Burger Van
selling Veggie Burgers, Ice Cream
and Lemonade to raise money for
new Sports Equipment. If you
would like to further your
Numeracy skills, help and
information is available at
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org
.uk/ 

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/


Maths

Exeter Maths School Year 8 Computational Problem Solving Workshops
Exeter Maths School are inviting applications for Year 8 pupils to take part in Computational Problem Solving
Workshops. Successful pupils will be granted authorised absence to take part. Parents will be required to
organise transport to and from the venue.

Please follow this link to apply: https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026

https://ems.applicaa.com/cps2026


Maths



Music

Teachers Rock
Last Friday, as part of Teachers Rock Academy Choir, we attended this year's Devon Music Education
Conference at Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre. During the event, we performed 3 songs and led a workshop
to promote Teachers Rock's most recent project: "Rise Up with Teachers Rock". Performing to a room full of
people who are passionate about music education made the experience really special.

This project is really exciting – we are collaborating with the mental health charity Young Minds to record a
charity single of the song "Rise Up" by Andra Day at Exeter Cathedral in July. However, I do think the highlight of
most members' day was being able to listen to the inspirational keynote speaker Dr Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason!

We are all looking forward to the recording in July and can't wait to share more updates about the project.

Alice Miners, Year 10 Pupil



Design & Technology Club
Chulmleigh Swift Project Takes
Flight
This term, pupils attending the Design &
Technology Club at Chulmleigh College have
successfully completed and installed a
series of handmade swift nest boxes as part
of the Chulmleigh Swift Project.

After weeks of careful measuring, cutting
and construction, the finished boxes are
now in situ around the college site,
providing safe nesting opportunities for one
of Britain’s most remarkable — and
endangered — birds, the Common Swift.

Swifts are extraordinary birds that spend
almost their entire lives in the air. They eat,
drink and even sleep while flying, only
landing to nest and raise their young during
the short summer months they spend in the
UK. Each year they travel an astonishing
14,000-mile round journey between Africa
and Britain.

Sadly, swift numbers in the UK have
declined dramatically in recent decades due
largely to the loss of traditional nesting
spaces in buildings. The species is now Red
Listed in the UK, with populations having
fallen by around 66% since 1995.

To help encourage swifts to discover the
new nesting site at the college, a swift caller
has also been installed. The caller plays
swift contact calls during the breeding
season, helping attract passing birds and
increasing the likelihood that they will
investigate and eventually use the new nest
boxes.

The project has given pupils the opportunity
to develop practical design and technology
skills while contributing directly to local
wildlife conservation. Pupils have learned
not only about woodworking and
construction techniques, but also about the
fascinating life cycle and migration of these
incredible birds.

We are extremely proud of the hard work,
teamwork and enthusiasm shown by
everyone involved, and we hope that the
nest boxes will support breeding swifts at
Chulmleigh College for many years to come.

Thank you to all those involved.



Accelerated Reader



LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in
acting and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK
and their syllabus is designed to enhance and
build confidence through theatre and
performance skills, encouraging teamwork and
creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded.
The grades are recognised by Universities and
Drama schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a
duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com


French Exchange 2027
Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils

We are delighted to announce that we now have a link with a school in Soissons,
Picardy, and are planning an exciting French Exchange for 2027.

French pupils will visit us in March/April 2027 for a five-night stay, and our pupils
will then travel to Soissons in May for a five-night stay. Exact dates are yet to be
confirmed.

This is a fantastic opportunity to improve confidence
in speaking French, experience everyday French
culture, make new friends and create lasting
memories. Pupils will benefit from practising
their language skills in real-life situations
while gaining independence and experiencing life
in another country.

If you are interested, please see the letter shared
via MyEd emails dated 9  March 2026 and completeth

and return the attached form to the Admin Office after
the Easter break

Please email: ljohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 
with any questions.

French

WANTED! 
Unused printed napkins or printed
tissue paper
Theses will be used for enrichment days. Any quantities,
even individual napkins, would be really useful.

Please deliver them to M2.

Thank you for your support.
Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths

mailto:LJohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


DfE School Food Standards Consultation
The Department for Education are looking to update school food standards to support a 10 year health plan set
by the Government. The aim is to ensure that children are getting good quality food to give them the best start
in life. There are significant changes to current guidelines and it will introduce restrictions to items such as:

Only low sugar breakfast cereals to be served and no chocolate spread, honey or syrup allowed for toast
Pastries such as croissants will not be allowed
Processed meat such as bacon or ham is not allowed as a breakfast option and can only be on the menu once
per week for school dinners
50% of pasta or rice must be brown or wholewheat
All grab and go items such as sandwiches, paninis, pasta dishes, baked potatoes and pizza must be
accompanied by vegetables or salad
Cheese can only be used as a main ingredient on up to two days per week
Restriction on foods from the following options being only used once per week from anyone of these groups
or twice per week from the combined list.

Batter coated or breadcrumb coated
Sweet and savoury pastry items
Processed meat

No more than one portion of sweetened baked product or dessert per week

The main aims of the proposed changes to school dinners are to:
Increase fibre
Reduce sugar
Restricting foods high in fat, sugar and salt

The consultation is open to parents as well as all school staff. The deadline for responses is 12  June 2026 and
the changes would come in for September 2027 for primary schools and September 2028 for secondary schools.

th

We would encourage all parents and staff to read the guidelines and feedback on the consultation using the link
below;

School Food Standards: updating the legislative framework - Introduction - Department for Education - Citizen
Space

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-food-policy-team/school-food-standards-updating-the-leg-framework/consultation/intro/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-food-policy-team/school-food-standards-updating-the-leg-framework/consultation/intro/




Competition Time
South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open!
Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

Entries are open for South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026. An opportunity for young cooks, aged 11-16 to
demonstrate their culinary skills, meet like-minded young people and learn from some of the region’s leading
chef. Young cooks are invited to send in their recipe for a main course dish, using principally locally-produced
ingredients. The judges will be looking for recipes that demonstrate skill and creativity. After assessing all
recipes entered, the judges will select the entrants they would like to invite to a final in their own county
initially. Here they will be asked to prepare their dish for the judges and each of the county winners will then
meet at the overall South West final.

If there are any budding young chefs who would like to take part, please see Mrs Jones or Miss Gower for
further information and how we can help and support your entry.
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Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER

Permanent, 15 hpw x 38 wpa

at Chulmleigh Primary School

 Required from September 2026 

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 2 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 9 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ASSISTANT KITCHEN MANAGER

Permanent, 37 hpw x 39 wpa

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 3 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Thursday 11 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

DEPUTY SENDCO

Fixed term, part time

Permanent

37 hours per week x 39 weeks per annum

at Chulmleigh College

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 1 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 9 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Foundation+Stage+Practitioner&pid=398
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=397
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Deputy+SENDCo&pid=396
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Ivor Marsh Library



Ivor Marsh Library

Win £1,000 for your school’s library
Nominate your school to #rebuildthelibrary with one of our five huge prizes. Plus, you could
win a £100/€120 National Book Token for yourself!

As our friends at the charity Read for Good® will tell you, it's well established that reading for
pleasure leads to significantly better outcomes for children – boosting academic
performance, enhancing wellbeing, and fostering vital life skills like empathy.

But reading for pleasure is in decline. In 2025, just 1 in 3 children and young people aged 8 to
18 said they enjoy reading in their free time* – a sharp drop over the past two decades. At
the same time, the work Read for Good® do in schools shows that many school libraries are
underfunded, outdated, and filled with books that fail to engage today's readers. Children
who rely most on school libraries are often those most likely to be missing out.
It's time to #rebuildthelibrary.

Our annual prize draw is back to give five schools across the UK and Ireland the chance to
win £1,000 in National Book Tokens and fill their shelves with new and inspiring books.

Nominate a school using the form below, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you'll
also win a £100 National Book Token to spend in your favourite bookshop. 
Plus: to celebrate the UK's National Year of Reading, we're giving away even more prizes so
that more schools – and more children – have a chance to enhance their libraries and Go All
In on reading.

Each week until 24th June, we'll pick a flash winner – selected at random from all entries – to

receive a £100 National Book Token for their school, and £25 for themselves! Keep an eye on
our emails, and follow us on Facebook, to see who wins each week.

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/read-for-good
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize#form
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/national-year-of-reading
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbooktokens


CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...

May

Mon 25 - Fri 29 May:
Half Term

June

Mon 1 Jun - Fri 5 Jun: 
Year 10 English Speech and Language GCSE
Thurs 4 Jun: 
Year 7 Awards Evening
Mon 8 - Fri 12 Jun: 
Year 10 French Speaking Mocks
Half Gold Scholars
Tues 9 Jun: 
Year 9 RS Mock Exam
Sat 13 & Sun 14 Jun
Year 9 Bronze DofE Training Camp
Tues 16 Jun: 
Year 5 Taster Day
Sports Presentation Evening
Thurs 18 & Fri 19 Jun
Thurs 18 Jun: 
Year 11 Ball

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge


	RECEPTION:  01769 580215                                PUPIL ABSENCE LINE: 01769 582120                             EMAIL:  admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
	marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
	22 May  2026
	Year 10 Presentation Evening
	Dear Parents and Guardians
	OPTIME
	Page 1

	Fundraiser
	Animal Care
	Animal Care
	Year 11 Fundraiser
	PTFA
	PTFA
	Year 11 Fundraiser
	Physical Education
	Torch Schools Show Jumping League – Rounds 2 & 3

	Physical Education
	Physical Education
	Physical Education
	Athletic Success!

	Maths
	Maths
	Maths
	Music
	Design & Technology Club
	Accelerated Reader
	LAMDA
	LAMDA

	French
	French Exchange 2027
	Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils


	School Food Standards: updating the legislative framework - Introduction - Department for Education - Citizen Space
	Competition Time
	South West Junior Chef of the Year 2026 - Entries now open! Recognising the region’s budding young chefs.

	Clubs and Activities
	Join Our Team
	Ivor Marsh Library
	Ivor Marsh Library
	Diary dates...
	May
	Mon 25 - Fri 29 May: Half Term

	June
	Mon 1 Jun - Fri 5 Jun:  Year 10 English Speech and Language GCSE Thurs 4 Jun:  Year 7 Awards Evening Mon 8 - Fri 12 Jun:  Year 10 French Speaking Mocks Half Gold Scholars Tues 9 Jun:  Year 9 RS Mock Exam Sat 13 & Sun 14 Jun Year 9 Bronze DofE Training Camp Tues 16 Jun:  Year 5 Taster Day Sports Presentation Evening Thurs 18 & Fri 19 Jun Thurs 18 Jun:  Year 11 Ball

	TEACHING ASSISTANT at Chulmleigh College  Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only
	Required from October 2025 Closing date:  10 am Monday 22 September 2025 Interview Date: Monday 29 September 2025 The candidate pack and application form are available on our website:  www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk To be emailed to: personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

	CAT Calendars
	CAT Calendars
	Dartridge
	School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents

	Dartridge
	Dartridge

