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OPTIME

Year 11 Leavers

It has been a time of reflection at the College as our Year 11 pupils reach their final day of their secondary education. Our pupils stay
with us for five years, and young people grow up and change so much during this time. It is always a privilege to walk this journey with
our pupils and their families. We are very proud of the young people they have become and the adults they will be. I myself reflect on
this year group as one whose transition was affected by COVID, and I well remember the extra transition activities we put in place
during the summer holidays for them in that now thankfully distant and difficult time. Here we are, five years later, and they are ready
for the next phase of their education, embarking on a transition to post-16 education or training and standing on the cusp of adulthood.
This edition of Optime offers a pictorial tribute to their last day in school and we look forward to the celebration events that are still to
come. I do want to record how well they have acquitted themselves in the examination halls and rooms this summer, and I am excited
to receive their results in August.

I wrote last week about how busy the schedule is for Year 10 at this time of year, and today marks the end of their French Speaking
Mocks. Following the English Speaking Endorsement last week, Year 10 have been set a challenging slate of activities to prepare for,
with their own full mock examination series set to begin on Tuesday next week. We all wish Year 10 well and expect to be impressed by
what they achieve.

This weekend, Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award pupils have braved the elements as part of the expedition section of their assessment.
My thanks, as always, go to Mr Foster and his team for giving up their time and weekend to provide this opportunity for the pupils.
Outdoor Education is such a valuable opportunity for our pupils, and we see so much growth and resilience gained through experiences
such as these. Alongside our well-known academic offer and outcomes, I am pleased that we can provide opportunities like this.

Last Wednesday, we had a very busy afternoon at the North Devon Athletics League, with continued success among our pupils and
teams. It gives us a great sense of pride that our school leads the way in sport as well as examination results—there was a very full bus
of more than 70 pupils pulling away from the College at 3pm on Wednesday afternoon. This equates to almost 10% of our school
population. As ever, it was a late night for the PE team, and my thanks go to them for the time they give. We look forward to reading
more about these successes in future editions of these pages.

Finally, if you know a young person in Year 5, they may well be excited about attending our Year 5 Taster events next week. We have had
a great response to these sessions, which are designed to help pupils and parents make decisions about their secondary school
application this October. The days are a real highlight of our school calendar, and I always enjoy seeing our current pupils involved in
supporting them just as much as I enjoy meeting prospective pupils. Chulmleigh College remains a hugely popular school for families
across our area and, with falling numbers of children in primary schools nationally, it may be easier to secure a place here than many
people think. I look forward to sharing pictures from our Taster Days next week.

Mr Payne, Headteacher

15  June 2026marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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French Exchange 2027
Open to current Year 8 and 9 pupils

We are delighted to announce that we now have a link with a school in Soissons,
Picardy, and are planning an exciting French Exchange for 2027.

French pupils will visit us in March/April 2027 for a five-night stay, and our pupils
will then travel to Soissons in May for a five-night stay. Exact dates are yet to be
confirmed.

This is a fantastic opportunity to improve confidence
in speaking French, experience everyday French
culture, make new friends and create lasting
memories. Pupils will benefit from practising
their language skills in real-life situations
while gaining independence and experiencing life
in another country.

If you are interested, please see the letter shared
via MyEd emails dated 9  March 2026 and completeth

and return the attached form to the Admin Office after
the Easter break

Please email: ljohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk 
with any questions.

mailto:LJohnson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


Extra Curricular

Chulmleigh FC U14s win the North Devon Youth Europa League! 
Chulmleigh FC U14s won the North Devon Youth Europa League this year and celebrated at the end of
season awards in Braunton where they proudly received the league shield. Several Chulmleigh pupils from
Years 8 and 9 were part of the winning squad. Former Head Boy Dan Upright played a key role in the
coaching team this season. Chulmleigh U15 Girls also received the Fair Play award at the ceremony which is
testimony to their fantastic sporting attitude on and off the pitch. Y9 pupil Tia Snell received the award on
the behalf of the girls’ team. 
 
Chulmleigh pupils pictured left to right with the U14 Europa League shield: Alfie Shaw, Danny Sidebotham,
George Catling, Devlin Anderson, Sam Grech, Oscar Hall, Oli Upright, Jayden Saunders, Harvey Snell, Thomas
Vowden. Not pictured: Bodhi Miller, Ben Palmer, Rory Hiscock, Finley Jones, Harrison Trevellick. 

Congratulations to everyone involved!
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Maths

5th May 2027



Hand in your answer to 
M5 
or email:
MathsPOW@Chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
by 3:14 pm next Monday for a chance
to be this week’s MathsPOW
Champion!

Maths
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WANTED! 
Unused printed napkins or printed
tissue paper
Theses will be used for enrichment days. Any quantities,
even individual napkins, would be really useful.

Please deliver them to M2.

Thank you for your support.
Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths
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Join Our Team

KS2 TEACHER

Permanent, part time (0.36) MPS/UPS 

at East Worlington Primary School

 Required from September 2026 

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 29 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

ASSISTANT KITCHEN MANAGER

Permanent, 37 hpw x 39 wpa

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 16 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 23 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER

& OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB ASSISTANT

Temporary maternity cover, part time

24 hp x 38 wpa & 1 hpw x 38 wpa

at East Worlington Primary School

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 June 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 29 June 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Permanent+Part+Time+Key+Stage+2+Teacher&pid=399
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=397
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Foundation+Stage+Practitioner+%26amp%3B+Out+of+School+Club+Assistant%2C+Part+Time%2C+Temporary+Maternity+Cover&pid=400
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
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Ivor Marsh Library

Win £1,000 for your school’s library
Nominate your school to #rebuildthelibrary with one of our five huge prizes. Plus, you could
win a £100/€120 National Book Token for yourself!

As our friends at the charity Read for Good® will tell you, it's well established that reading for
pleasure leads to significantly better outcomes for children – boosting academic
performance, enhancing wellbeing, and fostering vital life skills like empathy.

But reading for pleasure is in decline. In 2025, just 1 in 3 children and young people aged 8 to
18 said they enjoy reading in their free time* – a sharp drop over the past two decades. At
the same time, the work Read for Good® do in schools shows that many school libraries are
underfunded, outdated, and filled with books that fail to engage today's readers. Children
who rely most on school libraries are often those most likely to be missing out.
It's time to #rebuildthelibrary.

Our annual prize draw is back to give five schools across the UK and Ireland the chance to
win £1,000 in National Book Tokens and fill their shelves with new and inspiring books.

Nominate a school using the form below, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you'll
also win a £100 National Book Token to spend in your favourite bookshop. 
Plus: to celebrate the UK's National Year of Reading, we're giving away even more prizes so
that more schools – and more children – have a chance to enhance their libraries and Go All
In on reading.

Each week until 24th June, we'll pick a flash winner – selected at random from all entries – to

receive a £100 National Book Token for their school, and £25 for themselves! Keep an eye on
our emails, and follow us on Facebook, to see who wins each week.

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/read-for-good
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize#form
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/national-year-of-reading
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbooktokens


CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...

June

Mon 15 Jun: 
Year 11 Last Day Arrangements & Assembly
Tues 16 Jun: 
Year 5 Taster Day
Sports Presentation Evening
Thurs 18 Jun - 3 July:
Year 10 mock exams
Thurs 18 Jun: 
Year 11 Ball
Fri 19 Jun:
Immunisation Team
Mon 29 Jun: 
Year 9 RS Mock Exam
Tues 30 Jun:
Year 10 Exeter College Visit

July

Weds 1 Jul:
Year 10 Petroc College Visit
Thurs 2 Jul:
Year 8 Awards Evening
Sat 4 & Sun 5 July:
Year 9 Bronze DofE Expedition TBC
Tues 7 Jul:
Year 6 Transition Day & Parents Meeting
Sports Presentation Evening
Weds 8 July: 
End of Term Concert

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in
acting and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK
and their syllabus is designed to enhance and
build confidence through theatre and
performance skills, encouraging teamwork and
creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded.
The grades are recognised by Universities and
Drama schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a
duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
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School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge
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