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OPTIME

Year 8 Presentation Evening

It has been good to have a cooler five days at school this week as we roll into July and continue to have a great deal to celebrate and
reflect upon.

As a parent of Year 10 children, as well as the Headteacher, I have had a twin (literally) perspective of the Year 10 Taster Visits to Exeter
and North Devon Colleges this week. This is one of those moments in school (and indeed at home) when we reflect that, this time next
year, our current Year 10 pupils will have left us and will be looking forward to the transition to further education or training. I know
there was a great deal of anticipation about the visits and that they have helped our Year 10s consider their onward destinations from
Chulmleigh. I also know that, as a year group, they will continue to shine and thrive wherever they go. Our thanks go to the Exeter and
North Devon College Group for enabling these visits. Feedback has been that, typically, Chulmleigh pupils stood out in terms of their
work ethic, approach and manner during the sessions.

Staying with Year 10, our mock examinations have continued this week with Art and Textiles and some catching up on mocks from the
heat closure last week. We have continued to be terribly impressed with their approach to this key preparation towards final
examinations and I am looking forward to speaking to the year group in our mock results event at the end of the term.

Elsewhere in the College, the pattern of assessment and achievement has continued for pupils with London Academy of Music and Arts
Examinations (LAMDA) for grading and our first Year 9 Mock Examination ahead of their early-entry Religious Studies GCSE next
summer. Parents can read about our LAMDA provision further in this newsletter and it is a particular joy for us to see our pupils
performing and speaking with such confidence. From Grade 6 LAMDA qualifications do carry UCAS points for University applications. It
is a real thrill to see the culture of achievement and accomplishment in our school throughout the year from pupils across the school.
Well done to everyone involved.

As a Lead School for Music (accredited by the Devon Music Education Hub), we were pleased to host a very special concert on
Wednesday, supported by colleagues from the Hub. Pupils from the College were joined by primary school pupils from Chulmleigh
Primary School, St Thomas of Canterbury School CE Primary School, Lapford, and Morchard Bishop C of E Primary School for a
wonderfully vibrant and joyful concert in the Old Quad. The Hub brought all of its technical expertise to bear and, as always, our thanks
go to our colleagues at Devon County Council for providing this opportunity.

I have shown many, many pupils and their parents around the school this year. Increasingly, we are welcoming Year 5 families as the
application window for secondary school places approaches. I encourage prospective pupils and their families to attend our upcoming
Open Evening on Thursday 24 September. As always, our advice is that, if you are not in our designated area but really want to come to
Chulmleigh College, make sure you place us as your first choice to give yourself the best chance of securing a place.

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Dear Parents and Guardians



Devon Music Education Hub Big Sing
We were delighted this week to host the Chulmleigh
and Beyond Singing Celebration as part of our role as
a Lead School for Music and in collaboration with the
Devon Music Education Hub.

We were joined by primary schools from the local
area to put on a concert celebrating the power and
benefits of group singing. The overall theme of the
event was Colour, with each school preparing songs
that either had a colour in the title or were
performed by an artist whose name included a
colour.

It was a beautiful evening for our outdoor concert,
and our school grounds lend themselves perfectly to
this type of event. Parents from all schools sat
together on picnic blankets, enjoying cold drinks and
refreshments provided by our PTFA.

To see pupils from Year 3 to Year 10 all singing
together, and to welcome some of our younger
participants to Chulmleigh College for the first time,
is invaluable to us as a school community. It was also
wonderful to see Chulmleigh College's love of music
shared with our local schools.

As always, our College pupils set exemplary
standards in both performance and behaviour. They
were a real credit to themselves and acted as
excellent role models for the younger pupils
attending.

Many thanks must go to the Devon Music Education
Hub and their Deputy Lead, Debbie Kent, for all the
work they did to help stage this event.

Mr Miners, Teacher of Music

 

Music



Creative Writing
Chulmleigh Creative Writers!
In HT5, three of our creative writers entered
the large, county-wide flash fiction writing
competition, ‘Between the Lines’, hosted by
a company called Literature Works.

While none of us took home a prize this time
around, their writing was universally superb.
I hope this is the start of more to come from
each of them.  

This week we focus on Year 7 pupil, Lilly
DeFuyck’s short story. Lilly carefully wrote
and rewrote her short story about a school
where something is definitely… not… at all…
right! I really admire Lilly’s dedication to
editing her story so meticulously, reaching a
new level of accuracy and concision. Notice,
for example, how Lilly uses the principle of
‘show not tell’ to show us that the
headmaster has ‘processed’ a student called
Sam. That scene captures a really sinister
moment. Well done Lilly! Do read the story
in this edition of Optime.

Creative Writing continues over the summer
with our Summer Writing Challenge, the
theme being ‘A moment in time…’ 

I look forward to a bumper load of entries.
The first prize is, as always, a £10 Amazon
Voucher. 

Mr Garrett, Teacher of English



Creative Writing
Extraordinary Secondary by Lilly DeFuyck, Year 7 Pupil
Dave didn't like school. 

Dave didn’t like many things.  

Dave only liked his friends. 

It was Monday morning and Dave hadn't been to
school in over a month. He hadn't seen his friends or
teachers. Nothing much excited Dave, although the
only thing that he felt slightly excited about was to
see his friends Josh and Jake. He didn’t really have
any other friends. Everyone else thought he was
‘weird’ or a ‘geek’. Most people would make fun of
him. During his time off, at 8.30 in the morning and
4.00 in the afternoon, he would look out of his
window, watching people walking to school or the
bus stop. Some would look up at his window –
talking. Dave would hide behind his bedroom curtain
so he wouldn’t be seen.  

It was his first day back and Dave went on the bus as
normal, but something didn't feel right - no one was
getting picked up at any of the stops; there was only
this one kid, Sam waiting.  

Dave said, “What's going on? Where’s everybody?” 

Sam replied, “I don't know, but let's just carry on and
get to school.” 

Dave and Sam arrived at school. Dave walked in and
through the corridor, he felt a strange sensation as if
everyone was looking at him. ‘The weird kid is back’
he thought everyone was thinking. Usually, Dave
avoids eye contact with anyone, but today everyone
was smiling at him. Waving at him. Staring it at him. 

Dave didn't know what to do; Dave felt uneasy. How
was everyone suddenly noticing him?  He never got
approached like this - he felt…popular! Dave had
never been popular; he'd always been the weird kid!  

 In the time Dave had been absent, a new head
teacher had started. Josh had said he wasn’t very
nice. Dave saw Jake but he was acting strange and
wouldn’t speak. All Jake would repeat was: 

“Our headmaster is the best headmaster.” 

Dave noticed everyone was saying it - his teachers,
his classmates, even the popular kids! It was like
they were in a trance.  

Suddenly, a voice came over the school speaker, “Dave
Summers, report to the Headteachers Office.” Dave
headed there with his head down while everyone
continued to look at him.  

Mr Blake, the new headteacher was stood at the door,
holding a staff with a snake’s head on it. Towering over
him, Mr Blake ushered Dave into the office. Dave felt
something wasn’t right. The office looked very
different to how Dave remembered it. It was filled with
pictures of Mr Blake and many powerful people from
around the world.  

 As Dave sat down, he noticed his own and Sam’s
information files open on the desk. Dave became
curious to why. He saw another pile with ‘complete’
stamped on each one. Sam walked in the office, but
before he could speak, Mr Blake directed his snake
staff towards him, and he froze to the spot. 

Mr Blake turned to Dave… there was no escape. 



CAT News
Celebrating Ofsted Success at St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School, Lapford
We are delighted to congratulate St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School, Lapford, on the fantastic
outcome of their recent Ofsted inspection.

The report celebrates everything the school community has achieved together, with inspectors recognising that
pupils are "happy and safe, and genuinely love coming to learn." It highlights the school's calm and purposeful
environment, exemplary behaviour, strong safeguarding culture, ambitious curriculum and the supportive
relationships that are at the heart of school life.

This achievement reflects the dedication of the pupils, staff, families, governors and everyone at Chulmleigh
Academy Trust. We are incredibly proud to have St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School as part of our Trust
family.

This excellent Ofsted report highlights the strong foundations St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School are
building as part of Chulmleigh Academy Trust's educational journey. For families, that means the confidence of
knowing their children are benefiting from a high-quality primary education, alongside the added reassurance
that pupils attending the school receive priority admission to Chulmleigh College in Year 7, even if they live
outside the normal catchment area.

Congratulations once again to everyone involved in this well-deserved success! To read the full Ofsted report
here: https://tinyurl.com/dct8ej2k

https://www.stc-primary.devon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=385&type=pdf&fbclid=IwY2xjawS0phxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0RmVBdTExa28xczN1bDZDc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHro5IaMNFPFknq1unke3aGKmra0PlqcuSEdYuIeZMjWKcjlkojZWEuBFfawk_aem_HA9J5h-0hiSBZcJVVdmHAA


PTFA



Maths



Hand in your answer to 
M5 
or email:
MathsPOW@Chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
by 3:14 pm next Monday for a chance
to be this week’s MathsPOW
Champion!

Maths
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WANTED! 
Unused printed napkins or printed
tissue paper
Theses will be used for enrichment days. Any quantities,
even individual napkins, would be really useful.

Please deliver them to M2.

Thank you for your support.
Mrs O’Callaghan, Teacher of Maths





Accelerated Reader



Ivor Marsh Library



Clubs and Activities



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
July

Sat 4 & Sun 5 July:
Year 9 Bronze DofE Expedition TBC
Mon 6 Jul: 
Year 10 GCSE PE Athletics Assessment @
Braunton
LAMDA Performance Evening
Tues 7 Jul:
Year 6 Transition Day & Parents Meeting
Sports Presentation Evening
Weds 8 July: 
End of Term Concert
Thurs 9 Jul: 
Sports Day
Year 9 Awards Evening
Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul:
Year 10 Work Experience Placement Week
Sports Day Results Assemblies
Tues 14 - Thurs 16 Jul: 
Enrichment Activities
Thurs 16 Jul - Weds 22 Jul
Maths Challenge Week
Fri 17 Jul-Sun 19 Jul: 
TBC Year 11 Silver DofE
Mon 20 Jul:
Year 10 Mock Results
Weds 22 Jul:
Last day of term

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



Join Our Team

ASSISTANT KITCHEN MANAGER

Permanent, 37 hpw x 39 wpa

at Chulmleigh College

 Required as soon as possible

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 13 July 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 20 July 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

PERIPATETIC DRUM TEACHER

Part time

at Chulmleigh College

 Required from September 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 8 July 2026

Interview Date: 

Friday 17 July 2026

The job description and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=407
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Peripatetic+Drum+Teacher&pid=406
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in
acting and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK
and their syllabus is designed to enhance and
build confidence through theatre and
performance skills, encouraging teamwork and
creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded.
The grades are recognised by Universities and
Drama schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a
duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com




School Lunches - Information for Pupils and Parents
Should a pupil not have enough funds on their account, they should visit the Pupil Support Office before
going to the canteen, where they should obtain a meal slip. 

Pupils are able to check their account balances using the machines located at the entrances to the canteen.

All free school meal (FSM) pupils have accounts topped up daily with £2.61. This credit does not show when
you check your balance on the fingerprint machines but will show up on the tills. If you have debt, this is on
your personal account and not your FSM account and will need to be paid off by parents at some point. It
does mean that all FSM pupils have £2.61 to spend every day whether their personal account is in debt or
not.

If pupils are not set up with fingerprint access, or if it is not working, please go to reception.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that pupils eligible for free school meals may eat at both
breaktime and lunchtime within their allowance. A breakfast option is available at breaktime (two slices of
toast with a topping or a bowl of cereal) for 41p, leaving sufficient balance for a main meal, pasta dish,
sandwich, or similar option at lunchtime.

Parents may check which meals their children are purchasing by going to the MyEd app. Select accounts
(bottom right of screen), select the month and then select the day of purchase that you want to check.

The full menu and price list is available on the College website and in Optime.

We kindly ask that you ensure your child’s account is topped up regularly to avoid any inconvenience.

Dartridge



Dartridge



Dartridge
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