
OPTIME

Year 7 Football Debut

As we draw to the end of our fourth week of this half term and find ourselves in October, it is great to be in the
rhythm and routine of school.

The week again has seen the College busy and alive with visitors, as our two Open Mornings brought record
numbers of families to our school as the deadline for Year 7 applications for September 2027 nears. It was
heartening not only to see how many families are interested in sending their children to our school, but also to
hear the warm praise for what they saw and heard. Indeed, the school has looked fantastic this week, as always,
with calm and purposeful lessons and pupils wearing their uniform and achievement badges with pride. It was a
hugely impressive display of what we do as a school, and I know, like me, the pupils and staff were so pleased to
show off what the school does every day and, indeed, what we do so well.

A key evening event this week was our Countdown to GCSEs evening, which took place on Thursday. Having
worked with the pupils and their families in most cases since Year 7, it seems quite a moment when we begin to
have the conversation about them leaving Chulmleigh. As with all things in life, change is a constant, and I enjoyed
listening to the presentation by Ms Thorncroft about the key dates and events this year, as well as thinking ahead
to post-16 education and training for our pupils. I am hugely excited about what this year group will achieve this
summer and look forward to hearing about all that they achieve in the future. For now, though, we are well and
truly focused on the Year 11 mocks, which begin in November. This is a key part of the Year 11 journey and
something I know college admissions tutors will look at when our pupils attend interviews for September 2027
courses later this year.

As the weather begins to change, I remind all parents that pupils should bring a coat to school. We are an open
site, and pupils do have to cross the campus between lessons and also line up for bus dismissal. It gets very windy
and, indeed, wet up here on the hill. Having said that, the sun still appears to be shining today at the time of
writing, and I hope that remains the case for the weekend ahead.
Have a great weekend.

Mr Payne, Headteacher
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Dear Parents and Guardians



Science
Year 11 Separate Science: Biology
Today, our Year 11 Biology pupils had the opportunity
to put their knowledge into practice with a fascinating
cow eye dissection.

Before getting started, pupils learned about the
different structures of the eye and their functions.
They then carefully followed a set of instructions to
dissect the eye and identify and separate its different
parts, including the lens and iris.

It was great to see them applying their classroom
knowledge to a real biological specimen — and, judging
by the reactions in the lab, they thoroughly enjoyed
the experience too!

Next lesson, we will build on this learning by
investigating how the eye focuses light and exploring
long-sightedness (hyperopia) and short-sightedness
(myopia), including how these common vision
conditions can be corrected.

A brilliant practical lesson from our Year 11 biologists -  
well done everyone!

Mrs Murphy, Teacher of Science



Physical Education
Welcome Year 7 to PE!
We would like to welcome all our Year 7 pupils to the
PE Department. After their first couple of weeks, they
have settled into school brilliantly, and it has been
fantastic to see their enthusiasm and willingness to get
involved.

During their first PE lessons, we have been assessing
their fine and gross motor skills. This has included a
Just Dance lesson, which they all seemed to love! We
wish them every success during their time in the PE
Department and hope they make the most of the many
sporting opportunities available to them throughout
the year.

Get Involved!
We strongly encourage all pupils to get involved in our
sports clubs, which are available every lunchtime.
There is something for everyone, and it is a great way
to develop skills, keep active and enjoy sport with
friends.

PE Kit – Winter Advice
As the colder and wetter weather approaches, we
would like to remind parents and carers of a few
important points regarding PE kit:

We strongly recommend that students bring extra
layers for outdoor PE, such as sports base layers or
“skins”.
Pupils should bring their games socks, as they are
likely to get wet feet when working on the grass.
Pupils may wear a waterproof sports jacket over
their PE kit. This should be a separate jacket
specifically suitable for sport, rather than their
school coat. Please do not send pupils in bulky or
fur-lined/puffer-style jackets, as these are not
suitable for PE.

Please name all PE kit. We have already had a
number of items of PE kit go missing. PE staff have
been helping by putting initials on some items, but
having your child’s full name clearly marked on their
kit is much more helpful.

Important Safety Reminders
Please also remember:

If your child has asthma recorded on their medical
file, they must bring their inhaler to every PE lesson.
All long hair must be tied back for PE lessons,
regardless of gender.
All jewellery must be removed before taking part in
PE.

We hope these reminders are helpful as we head into
the colder months and the next term.

Year 7 House Cross Country
Just before half term, our Year 7 pupils will be taking
part in their first House event – House Cross Country!

Why not encourage your child to get outside and enjoy
a run with you over the weekend to help them prepare?
Good luck to all our Year 7s - we look forward to seeing
them get involved and represent their Houses!

Keep active, stay safe and enjoy your PE!

Mrs Markham, Head of Physical Education



Extra Curricular Activities



Physical Education

The Year 7 boys pulled on the famous yellow and black of Chulmleigh Community College for the very first time this
week, with plenty of excitement as they embarked on their school footballing careers.

Their first challenge was a big one: Bideford, one of the largest schools in our area. The boys started superbly,
taking an early lead through lone striker Tom Finney, who struck twice — the second an absolute “top bins” stunner!
Bideford fought back to level the score before Rupert Nichols put Chulmleigh back in front. However, a goal right
on the stroke of half-time meant the teams went into the break level at 3–3.

The second half was a tight and competitive encounter, with both teams struggling to keep possession for long
periods. Bideford’s slightly more physical midfield managed to gain the upper hand and eventually found a way
through to score the only goal of the second half.

Despite some superb heroics from Finley Redstone in goal, the final whistle saw the boys on the wrong side of a 3–4
scoreline.

However, considering this was the Year 7s’ first-ever match together, they should be rightly proud of their
performance. They worked hard for each other, listened to instructions and showed plenty of determination
throughout. They came marginally close to earning a point — and perhaps even all three!

Player of the Match: Tom Finney, for his two fine goals and a willingness to battle through several zealous
challenges throughout the match without complaint. Special mention must also go to Finley Redstone for his
efforts in goal and Alfie Matthews for a strong defensive performance. Most importantly, though, a huge well done
to every member of the squad for their effort, attitude and commitment. A fantastic first outing — thumbs up all
round!

The Year 7s face another big test next, as they welcome the footballing giants of the area, Park School, for their next
home fixture on Wednesday 7 October.

Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Year 7 Footballers Make Their Mark!



Humanities



Physical Education

The U16 girls’ football team, made up of players from
Years 9, 10 and 11, travelled down to Tavistock to take
on Mount Kelly in their first-round match in the English
Schools’ Football Association National Cup.

The girls enjoyed an impressive run in the Small
Schools Cup last season, but the U16 National Cup is a
very different challenge. At this level, the competition
is open to both grassroots school teams and schools
with direct links to county-standard players and
professional football academies. We knew this would
be a very stern test for the girls, particularly as they
are yet to begin their regular training sessions, with the
North Devon Schools League not commencing until
late October.

The facilities at Mount Kelly were truly impressive,
with brand-new box goals, 12-seater undercover
dugouts and an incredibly flat pitch – certainly the
flattest pitch the girls have ever played on in their
Chulmleigh colours!

The match itself proved to be a huge learning
experience. The girls were playing on the biggest pitch
they have ever experienced, while also making the
jump to an 11-player team, bringing additional space,
bigger goals and plenty of new challenges. Although
the scoreline went against us, the girls showed
tremendous tenacity, determination and drive,
working tirelessly for one another from the first
whistle to the last.

‘Player of the Match’ was Eva Malik, who certainly
didn’t look like the youngest player on the pitch! Eva
matched our opponents tackle for tackle and showed
fantastic courage and commitment in every combative
moment. There were also some outstanding individual
performances. Lucy Budd deserves a special mention
for the way she marshalled the team superbly. She
continually looked for ways to adapt the team line-up
and help settle players who were being asked to play
in unfamiliar positions.

Another special mention goes to Isabella Galley, who
faced the strongest opposition she has ever played
against. Despite the pressure, Isabella continued to
make save after save, helping to prevent the scoreline
from increasing even further.

U16 Girls Football – A Big Challenge in the National Cup!
Every single girl worked incredibly hard for her
teammates, and that is what made this such a valuable
experience. The result may not have gone our way, but
the girls demonstrated something far more important
– teamwork, determination and endeavour.

Well done, girls, and thank you for showing that,
despite the difference between the two sides, what
underpins everything is teamwork and effort – and you
showed that in spades!

Mr Harrison – Teacher of PE

Captain’s Perspective – Lucy Budd
Chulmleigh started strongly, holding back Mount
Kelly’s fierce attack. At times, our attack looked
promising, with Evelyn and Elise driving forward down
the wings. Liv looked a threat in front of goal, but the
Mount Kelly defence made it hard for us to equalise.

The girls kept their heads high throughout the game,
no matter what the situation was. We held our back
line strong to reduce the chance of their pacey
wingers breaking through.

Lucy Lassam was constantly annoying their centre-
forward, closing down the ball and putting pressure on
them. Our midfield did their best to limit the Mount
Kelly attack, with Isla a constant menace for their
midfielders.

All-round, the girls’ performance and work rate were
excellent, and they never gave up.



Physical Education

The Year 8 boys got their new season off to a fantastic start with an away trip to Bideford for their first North
Devon Schools League match. The boys played some excellent football and dominated the game from start to
finish. The final score was 5–2, although the scoreline could have been even greater given the number of chances
they created!

Jago Wood grabbed a brilliant brace (2 goals), while Jack Partridge scored a fantastic hat-trick (3 goals). Both
players were jointly awarded the ‘Player of the Match’ accolade for their outstanding performances.

The boys now look forward to their next North Devon Schools League fixture, another away match against Park
School on Thursday 8  October.th

Well played, boys – a fantastic start to the new season!
Mr Harrison, Teacher of PE

Year 9 Boys Football – A Tough Start!
The Year 9 boys played their first match of the new season away at Bideford. It was always going to be a challenge,
with the move from 9-a-side to 11-a-side football, along with a much larger pitch and bigger goals! Despite this,
the boys played some good football and battled hard throughout the match. The game finished 3–3, with Bideford
scoring an equaliser in the final few minutes!

Chulmleigh’s goals were scored by Wilfie Jones, Sam Windsor and Noah Fryer. ‘Player of the Match’ went to
captain Elliot Defew, who had a difficult afternoon but faced the challenge head-on and worked tirelessly for his
teammates right through to the final second of the game.

The boys now look forward to their next North Devon Schools League fixture, away against Park School on
Thursday 8  October.th

A difficult start, boys, but be proud of the way you supported each other and kept fighting right through to the
final whistle.

Mr Harrison , Teacher of PE

Year 8 Boys Football – A Great Start to the Season!
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Doodle Challenge

These Doodle Challenge entries capture the theme of A moment in Time…The two winners approached this theme
creatively and produced exciting outcomes. 

Darcy O’Callaghan has used collage to assemble a collection of vintage pictures that are scattered around the
central image of a Victorian cat. Phi Smith’s drawing shows a split image of a character in the present, contrasted
with a futuristic sci-fi side. Well done Doddle Challengers!

Mr Tomlin, Teacher of Art



Maths



Music





Old Chulms

Please send your memories,
photographs and contact details to:

Marketing Department,
Chulmleigh College, 
Beacon Rd, 
Chulmleigh, 
Devon, 
EX18 7AA

Email: marketing@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Tel: 
01769 580215

As we approach our 90  Anniversary in September 2027,
we are gathering memories, stories and photographs
from former pupils, staff and friends of the school. We
would love to hear from everyone who has been part of
Chulmleigh College’s story.

th

Do you remember:

• Favourite teachers or members of staff?
• Lifelong friendships that began at school?
• School trips, productions or sporting events?
• Funny anecdotes and memorable moments?
• Achievements, traditions and special occasions?
• Photographs, documents or memorabilia?

Whether your memories are from the 1940s or the
2020s, every story helps us build a picture of school life
through the decades.

Selected contributions may be included in our 90
Anniversary commemorative book.

th

Share Your Memories of Chulmleigh College

Please use the QR
code to visit our
Chulmleigh College
Alumni webpage
and complete our
registration form.

Old Chulms ...Old Chulms ...    Remember when ...Remember when ...Old Chulms ...Old Chulms ...    Remember when ...Remember when ...



Extra Curricular Activities

Sewing Club: 
Be Creative, Have Fun, Learn New Skills

Monday Lunchtimes with Mrs Dinnis
Textile Terrace
Years 7, 8 & 9

Learning to sew is best done by actually sewing!
During these sessions we will be learning how to use a sewing

machine: threading, loading and changing a bobbin, how to change
a needle, reverse stitch, exploring the different stitches available

and their uses.

We will work through various projects building skills and
confidence.

You will make and take home things like,
 bookmarks, a personalised banner, a bag,  a pencil case, an apron 



Harvest Festival - Food Donations for Lapford Food Bank
As we prepare to celebrate our annual Harvest Festival at Chulmleigh College, we are reminded of the importance
of giving thanks for the food we have - and of sharing that abundance with others in our local community.

As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are once again collecting food donations for Lapford Food Bank. The food
bank is incredibly grateful for the generosity of our families and community every year, and we would love to
continue that tradition of giving.

If you are able to contribute, please bring your donations to Reception by the end of the day on Friday 9 October.
We have included a handy guide to some of the items that are particularly useful, but any suitable non-perishable
food donations are very welcome.

And this appeal is very much open to our wider Chulmleigh community too - perhaps you are a parent,
grandparent, family member or former Chulmleigh College family/alumnus. If you would like to support our Harvest
Festival giving, simply drop your donation off at Reception.

Harvest is about gratitude, community and sharing what we have with others. Thank you for helping us put those
values into practice and for supporting Lapford Food Bank once again.

Harvest Festival



Accelerated Reader







Ivor Marsh Library



CATERING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 
Permanent, part time, 32.5 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from September 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Wednesday 15 July 2025

Interview Date:

Thursday 17 July 2025

The candidate pack and application form are available on

our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

TEACHING ASSISTANT

at Chulmleigh College 

Temporary, 30 hours per week term time only

 

 Required from October 2025

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 22 September 2025

Interview Date:

Monday 29 September 2025

The candidate pack and application form are

available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Diary dates...
October
Mon 5 Oct: 
Year 11 Assembly - North Devon & Exeter
College
Tues 6 Oct: 
Harvest Festival Church Services
Weds 7 Oct:
Football Fixtures Round 2 @ GTS
Thurs 8 Oct: 
Year 7 Tutor Meetings Dartridge
Flu Immunisation Team
U14s Netball Tournament @ Park
Sun 11 Oct: 
Ten Tors Training Walk 1 - Years 9 & 10
Mon 12 Oct:
Year 11 Food & Nutrition Practical Exam
Tues 13 Oct:
Year 11 Food & Nutrition Practical Exam
Years 8-11 Netball League Pool A Round 2
Weds 14 Oct:
Years 10 & 11 English Speaking & Listening
Functional Skills
Thurs 15 Oct: 
Year 11 Exeter College 1:1 Guidance
Fri 16 Oct:
Cross Country Stephen Shield @
Torrington RFC
Mon 19 Oct: 
Football Fixtures Round 3
Weds 21 Oct: 
Years 9 & 11 - Mrs Doubtfire Theatre Trip -
Plymouth
Thurs 22 Oct: 
Years 7 & 8 Halloween Disco
Fri 23 Oct:
Non pupil day

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Assistant+Kitchen+Manager&pid=350
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Teaching+Assistant&pid=353
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


CAT CalendarsCAT Calendars



HEAD OF ESTATES & COMPLIANCE

Chulmleigh Academy Trust

Permanent, Full Time 

37 hours per week all year round

Grade H: £46,579 - £50,908

 Required from December 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Tuesday 20 October 2026

Interview Date: 

Tuesday 3 November 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

Join Our Team

FOUNDATION STAGE PRACTITIONER

Chulmleigh Primary School

Permanent, Part Time 

13 hours per week x 38 weeks per annum

Grade C: £13.92 - £14.14 per hour

 Required from November 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 19 October 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 2 November 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

PERIPATETIC WOODWIND TEACHER

Chulmleigh College

Fixed Term Part Time (5hpw)

£36 per hour

 Required from November 2026

Closing date: 

10 am Monday 19 October 2026

Interview Date: 

Monday 2 November 2026

The candidate pack and application form

 are available on our website: 

www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

To be emailed to:

personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Head+of+Estates+and+Compliance&pid=414
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Foundation+Stage+Practitioner&pid=417
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Peripatetic+Woodwind+Teacher&pid=416
mailto:Personnel@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk


LAMDA
LAMDA is for any pupils with an interest in
acting and the performing arts.

Lessons take place in pairs or as a solo with a
professional actor.

LAMDA is the oldest drama school in the UK
and their syllabus is designed to enhance and
build confidence through theatre and
performance skills, encouraging teamwork and
creativity.

Pupils will work towards taking LAMDA
performance examinations that are graded.
The grades are recognised by Universities and
Drama schools and provide UCAS points.

A 30 minute session is £18 or £9 for a
duologue.

Please email: antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
with any questions.

LAMDA

mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
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